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The doomsayers have had it all their own way lately. In March
2015 The Economist splashed the alarming headline on the cover
“The new nuclear age” followed by details of how all the nuclear
weapons powers were modernizing their arsenals. Earlier in

November 2014, the sober-minded Guardian Weekly declared we are
launched on “A Cold War for the 21st Century”.  And the front-page
headline in Toronto’s Globe and Mail followed suit with the banner pro-
claiming “a new Cold War” and, days later, it added a centrefold of
nations—Moldova, Georgia, the Baltic States—that might well be “the
next Ukraine”.

With good reason, it seems. Editors packed their papers with accounts
of refugees fleeing from jihadists in Syria and Iraq, devastation in east-
ern Ukraine, and wrote of “high-risk military games of chicken involving
nuclear bombers and interceptor fighters [over the Baltic], gas supply
cut-offs and angry diplomatic exchanges.” 

The Guardian concluded: “More than anything else, perhaps, the stri-
dently toxic personality of Vladimir Putin himself fits well in the ‘new
cold war’ scenario.”

But optimists with a long memory might differ with this scenario, not
about the present stormy situation, but as to how long it may be before
there is a break in the clouds. 

They could point to the 1960s, to the most ugly time of the old Cold
War, the Cuban missile crisis in October 1962 and its breathlessly
achieved resolution. Lesson learnt. The following year, on 10 June 1963,
President Kennedy gave the Commencement Address at American Uni-
versity in Washington, which began the moves to a saner world. He
challenged the students to re-examine their attitudes towards peace,
towards the Soviet Union and the Cold War. He said: “If we cannot now
end our differences, at least we can make the world safe for diversity.”
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He told them that Nikita Khruschev, Britain’s Harold Macmillan and he
had agreed on talks for a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.  Although such
a treaty was not achieved for another three decades and has still to come
into force, a Limited Test Ban Treaty (the Moscow Treaty) covering tests in
the atmosphere, outer space and under water, was ratified within four
months and Kennedy signed it a month before his assassination.

The optimist would then point to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) that was signed on July 1, 1968 and ratified by the three
nuclear weapon states—the Soviet Union, United States and
Britain—and some 40 other states in 1970. The NPT, in my view, is the
foundation of all efforts at achieving complete nuclear disarmament
and the true forerunner of this new Campaign for a Nuclear Weapons
Convention heralded in this book.

The measure of its success can be gauged from two sets of figures.
Before 1968 it was foreseen that there might well be 25 to 30 states
possessing nuclear weapons. Today there are in fact only nine such
states: the five Permanent Members of the Security Council (the P5)
plus India, Pakistan and North Korea… and Israel. Three other states—
South Africa, Libya and Iran—have headed toward possession with out-
side help, until the first two were hit by sanctions and compelled to
step back.

A few more facts about the NPT.  Its text is short and sharp, only 11
 articles. Its Preamble sets the pace with the reminder of the threat of
“devastation visited on all mankind by nuclear war”. Only three articles
actually deal with non-proliferation: the ban on transferring or receiv-
ing weapons or fissionable material, and the safeguards monitored
through the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA); and two others
follow, on the exchange of scientific knowledge and peaceful uses of
nuclear energy.

Then comes the critically important Article 6, only some 50 words long,
yet the crucial bargain between the haves and have-nots.  It requires all
parties to the Treaty, and in particular the nuclear weapon states, “to
pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to the
cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disar-
mament under strict and effective international control.”  
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An NPT review conference is held every five years, to check on its effec-
tiveness among the 189 parties to the treaty. The review in 2010 dove-
tailed in with the steps that this book’s author Murray Thomson has
traced in the introduction, which has its impetus from the speech UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon made in October 2008 to the East-West
Institute. He spoke of nuclear weapons and “the lack of any treaty out-
lawing them. But we must also work for a world free of all weapons of
mass destruction.” 

He set out a five-point program, and called firstly on the nuclear
weapon states to fulfil the pledge of Article 6 by either building “a
framework of separate, mutually reinforcing agreements or by a nuclear
weapons convention.” He followed this argument by circulating to his
audience, including Henry Kissinger, a draft nuclear weapons conven-
tion drawn up by Costa Rica which, he added, “offers a good point of
departure.”

It was Canadians, rather than Kissinger, that took up his challenge. As
Murray Thomson explains, the first inspiration had come from the dec-
laration of 100 Nobel Laureates in 2001. Four Canadians who were vet-
erans in peacemaking efforts and who were all members of the Order
of Canada formed a committee to canvass Companions and Officers of
that Order to support the Nobel Laureates’ initiative. John Polanyi, who
shared the Nobel prize for chemistry in 1968, and Murray were joined
by Douglas Roche and Geoffrey Pearson, who had in turn been
Canada’s Ambassador for Disarmament, and the 158 responses in sup-
port that the four received were the basis for the more focused Cam-
paign for a Nuclear Weapons Convention, which was launched in
February 2009. 

A letter launching the campaign was signed by 12 prominent Canadi-
ans. From this came the 500 witnesses to the petition to Canada’s Par-
liament, and the parliamentary motion that received unanimous
support from members of all parties in 2010.

What are the prospects on which optimists hang their hopes for an
easing of this new Cold War? There have been two landmark dates in
2015 that pointed the way. In May the 9th Review Conference of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty met with hopes of putting pressure
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on the nine nuclear-weapons states to show real progress in carrying
out Article 6. 

Then came the July deadline set for the talks that the P5+1 (Permanent
Members of the Security Council plus Germany) have held with Iran to
curb its enrichment of nuclear fissionable material [more on this later].
Success in any later talks will bring to Iran an easing of sanctions.

Were hopes too high on these two initiatives? Yes, in the case of the
NPT review conference. Egypt raised the bar by pressing for a Middle
East conference under UN auspices to negotiate with a tight deadline a
treaty establishing a nuclear weapon-free zone, and the United States,
Britain and Canada objected, destroying any consensus on a strong
Final Document that might have gained ground on the vital Article 6.  

However, the conference was not an entire failure, as Doug Roche
explains in a four-page article in the June/July 2015 issue of Peace Mag-
azine. The three run-up meetings brought to life a group of 150 non-
nuclear states that are developing the ‘humanitarian movement’. A
Working Paper submitted by Austria to the conference encapsulated
their convictions: “The overwhelming call by the international commu-
nity for urgent progress towards the total elimination of nuclear
weapons as the only way to avoid the catastrophic humanitarian con-
sequences of nuclear weapons is a fact that must be acknowledged.”
This is, I think, not the last we will hear from this movement.

Here is one idea picked up by Gord Breedyk of Ottawa from Chicago-
based writer Robert Koehler, focusing on Article 6 and the undertaking
that most nations have signed on pursuing negotiations on effective
measures to bring about nuclear disarmament. Robert Koehler stated:
“Please read it again, slowly, understanding that 190 nations have
signed onto these words: ‘a treaty on general and complete [nuclear] dis-
armament’.  Here’s a wild thought. What if they were recited aloud every
Sunday in churches and other public spaces across the nation, the way
congregants at my parents’ church recited the Apostle’s Creed when I
was a boy? Each word, slowly uttered, welled up from the soul. The
words are sacred. Isn’t a world free of nuclear weapons—and, beyond
that free of war itself—worth believing in?” 

Well, why not?  Pourquoi pas?

8



Hope in the pact with Iran
The other hopeful initiative bore fruit. A pact, five years in the making,
was concluded in mid-July between Iran and the five Permanent Mem-
bers plus Germany. In return for the lifting of most sanctions, Iran is
reducing almost all its stockpile of enriched uranium, most of its oper-
ating centrifuges, is accepting international monitoring and will remain
unable to buy weapons abroad for five years. There is good reason to
call the pact “momentous” and “historic”.

Canada is the odd man out, refusing to lift its own and UN sanctions,
and is lined up alongside Israel and US Republicans.  Congress had 60
days to bring in blocking legislation, which President Obama can veto
as long as 34 Senators sustain his action. Meanwhile, other countries
are taking advantage of new trading prospects:  Tehran airport has
reserved a lounge for ‘commercially important visitors’, and the Middle
East conundrum has taken a more positive shape. 

*    *    *    *    *

The hope of Murray Thomson and his more than 800 witnesses must be
that this book, and the pressure of the more than 800 Australians who
have matched their initiative, will play a really telling role in the general
campaign for ending this repetition of the dark days of the Cold War.
Now please read his words.

Keeping the flow of the 54 profiles has meant that the source of each
entry does not appear either as a footnote on the page or in a series of
endnotes. This is, after all, a passionate account of a soundly based
campaign for universal action to eliminate the threat of nuclear
weaponry. It is not an academic thesis. But the reader should be
assured that Murray Thomson submitted to every subject of a profile
the text for approval of its accuracy.   

Clyde Sanger

Ottawa 
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Iwish to acknowledge many persons and events leading to the deci-
sion to write this book. First is my father, a United Church missionary
in China, who back in 1931 witnessed the rise of militarism in Japan,
and its takeover of Manchuria. He wrote a strong appeal titled “Disar-

mament: why are we doing nothing?”  He went on to propose “that
national armies be disbanded and armaments be scrapped, except so
much as may be required for an international police force.”  

In 1979, Philip Noel-Baker, an Olympic athlete and Nobel Peace Prize
winner, while staying with me in Ottawa, gave me his book titled The
First World Disarmament Conference in 1932-33 and Why it Failed. He
quoted a speech to the UN General Assembly in 1961 by President John
F. Kennedy: “The mere existence of modern weapons—ten million
times more destructive than anything the world has ever known… The
risks inherent in disarmament pale in comparison to risks inherent in an
unlimited arms race.”

At age 91, Philip Noel-Baker and his friend Fenner Brockway, age 96,
both Labour Members of Parliament, agreed to start a World Disarma-
ment Campaign in the United Kingdom. I am indebted to them both for
their courage, wisdom and sense of humour and their demonstration
that age need not be a barrier to activism

I have benefitted greatly through my close friendship with Douglas
Roche who, though in his eighties, and having written 20 books, pos-
sesses a political acuity and passion for peace and disarmament well
ahead of the diplomats, senators and members of parliament in Ottawa
today. My friendship with Ernie and Nancy Regehr goes back almost 40
years when together we overcame the growing pains, and enjoyed the
growth, of Project Ploughshares. I owe much to Michael Call, who year
after year found the addresses and phone numbers of Order of Canada
recipients, upon which our growth depended. And I am grateful to
Rosina Tizard for ably formatting the ever-growing list of memberships.
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us that it will also be possible to attain a Nuclear Weapons Treaty.   

Two friends long associated with me in the field of disarmament and
development have been Patti Willis and King Gordon. Patti strove for
many years, with her Asian colleagues, to achieve a Northeast Asia
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone. King Gordon, who always carried a copy
of the United Nations Charter in his pocket, and co-founded the
Group of 78, personified the global values of the Charter throughout
his life. Colleagues in my years with the Canadian University Service
Overseas (now CUSO International) include my versatile ex, Suteera
Vichitranonda, Paul and Montha McGinnis and Jim McFetridge in
Thailand; Dave Beer, Barry Fleming, Helmut Kuhn and Ken Shipley in
Africa; and Jean Christie and Fred Harland in the South Pacific.

The present membership of the network of Canadians for a Nuclear
Weapons Convention started with the early action taken by John
Polanyi. In 2001 he designed and wrote a full-page advertisement on
behalf of the 100 Nobel Laureates who signed it. Geoffrey Pearson, too,
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of Canada, many of whom I have been associated with these past six
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array of talents and accomplishments, whether in the diverse fields of
medicine and public health, or in the macro and micro sciences, the
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icum of justice to you all, and may contribute to our common efforts to
put the bombs away forever.

Murray Thomson OC

Ottawa, September 2015 
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This book is about the lives and views of 839 recipients of the
Order of Canada who endorsed the UN Secretary-General’s call
for a nuclear weapons convention. The mini-biographies of 54 of
them—whose backgrounds and experiences vary greatly—form

the main part of the book. One of the 54 directly experienced the
power of a nuclear bomb, which enveloped her school when she was in
it. Another experienced the terrifying fears felt by many at the height of
the Cold War. Each of them has a different story to tell about his or her
own life, living as we all are in ‘the nuclear era’.

All of us have learned to live with the knowledge that we have created
the means for global destruction, not in the distant future but as a for-
mer US Defense Minister has warned, “any day, any hour”—in short, any
time. This book reluctantly accepts such an end to be a likely one. Nev-
ertheless, we choose to act in the belief that the game has just begun.
The case for a nuclear weapons convention is a case for life, and more
abundant life for everyone. And, despite the manifest dangers, never
before in the history of humankind have so many men and women
been working to save life, to prolong life and make it better.

The scientists now at work seeking to control the warming oceans and
the melting ice caps have no assurance of success. Yet they continue, as
do physicians and researchers seeking an understanding of diseases,
such as malaria, Alzheimer’s, AIDS and cancer. In their eyes too, the
struggle to find the answers has just started. And, just as the scientists
who probe the infinitely small, such as stem cells, with the promise of
medical miracles in the future, so do those who confront the infinitely
large, the astronauts and astro-engineers who explore space and the
collision of meteorites and celestial debris with the earth.  No final
answers have been found to the challenges facing our world, but
increasingly good questions are being asked and efforts made by those
who seek to overcome the perils of poverty, illness, ethnic conflicts and
war. This book is about, and for, them.
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But is nuclear disarmament possible today? The nine countries that have
nuclear weapons spend many billions of dollars each year in their
upkeep and development.  The total number of nuclear weapons pos-
sessed by those nine states today, according to research at the US-based
Ploughshares Fund, is 16,300: Russia 8,000; USA 7,300; France 300; China
250; UK 225; Pakistan 120; India 110; Israel 80; North Korea <10.  An addi-
tional five states—Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, Italy and Turkey—
have in total about 180 NATO nuclear weapons on their soil.   

All nine nuclear weapon states claim their possession is necessary
because other states have them too. Moreover, their security is
strengthened, they say, and their status enhanced in the global com-
munity when known as a nuclear weapon state.

This book argues, on the contrary, backed by the lives of more than 800
Canadian ‘witnesses’, all recipients of the Order of Canada, that these
assertions are false and that true security can only be assured, not
when based on Mutual Assured Destruction as it exists today, but on
the mutually assured security of international law, common to and
accepted by all.

It was the search for such a law that led to the adoption of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty in 1968 and ratification in 1970, with its validity reaf-
firmed every five years since. Article 6 proclaims:  “Each of the Parties to
the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective
measures relating to the cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early
date, and to nuclear disarmament under strict and effective interna-
tional control.”
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What happens when two nuclear-armed states, the United
States and Russia (as the former Soviet Union), seek out-
right superiority by becoming embroiled in an arms race
involving nuclear tests? For both countries just the testing

of their weapons alone has led to a series of major humanitarian, long-
lasting disasters. 

Altogether the former Soviet Union conducted 715 nuclear tests, of
which 219 were in the atmosphere, underwater or in space.  Millions of
people still live in areas contaminated by nuclear testing—from acci-
dents, planned tests and the deliberate dumping of radioactive materials.

The first Soviet nuclear test site was at Semipalatinsk, Kazakhstan, a
large, landlocked country about the size of Western Europe. There were
1.7 million people living close to the testing grounds who were exposed
to extreme levels of radiation. One of them was a young doctor, Boris
Gusev, who said that the effects of radiation were not well known during
the first few years.  “Now the gruesome impact is known all too well,
with a sharp increase in leukemia, bone cancer, brain tumours, skin and
breast cancer.  Children are being born with congenital malformations,
cerebral palsy, Down’s syndrome or mental retardation.”  The doctor is
convinced that future generations will be similarly affected.  “These state
actions were downright crimes against humanity”, stated Robert Knoff
and Antoinette de Jong in their book, Certificate No. 000358/: Nuclear
Devastation in Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Belarus, the Urals and Siberia, which
documents the impact of these actions.

A total of 214 nuclear tests were held in the open air from 1949 through
1962. Billions of radioactive particles were released into the air, expos-
ing countless people to extremely mutagenic and carcinogenic materi-
als, resulting in a myriad of genetic maladies and deformities. A
majority of these tests were held at the Semipalatinsk Test Site. The test-
ing alone exposed hundreds of thousands of Kazakh citizens to the
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harmful effects from radiation. The site continues to be one of the most
highly irradiated places on the planet. Nuclear contamination can last
for thousands of years; it cannot simply be removed with cleaning fluid
or a vacuum cleaner.  

Another test site at Mayak, a plutonium production and reprocessing
plant in the South Urals mountain region near the city of Ozyorsk, was
the site of the third worst nuclear accident in history. A poorly main-
tained storage tank exploded in the city of Kyshtym in 1957, releasing
50-100 tons of high-level radioactive waste, contaminating more than
300 square miles in the Eastern Urals. The Soviets kept it secret for 30
years, only admitting to this disaster with the coming of glasnost. 

This region is noted for two other natural, though deadly, phenomena:
the heavily irradiated Techa River and the pollution of Lake Karachay.
The Mayak Plutonium Production Plant continues to dump low-level
radioactive waste directly into the Techa River and medium-level waste
is discharged into Lake Karachay. The tritium concentration alone in the
Techa River is 30 times greater than the permissible limit. As for Lake
Karachay, according to Knoff and de Jong, “it is so radioactive that a
person could get a lethal dose of radiation (from standing by its shore)
in just one hour.”  

Knoff and de Jong cite another example in the USA in which plutonium
production at Hanford, Washington resulted in the release of hundreds
of thousands of curies (units) of radioactive iodine and high doses to
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the thyroids of children who drank milk produced downwind from the
plant. In both countries, the risk of cancer among those exposed was
substantially increased. In neither case were the potential victims
warned of the dangers. Through such damage, “the bombs have come
home to the people of the weapon states.” 

And what of the ordinary people who live in these regions? Certificate
no. 000358/ provides the heart-rending story of Annya Pesenko, dying
from a brain tumour, who is given a number for a name, in order to
“manage” the sheer volume of victims, “because it is easier to deal with
than her name.”

Certificate no. 000358/ became the symbol for a stolen life. “But what”,
asked Greenpeace, which together with UNICEF Netherlands financed
the book, “does that symbol entail? What is both startling and unac-
ceptable is that Western European companies continue to export some
of their radioactive waste to regions afflicted by past nuclear catastro-
phes… to large amounts of such radioactive waste to Mayak, Semi-
palatinsk, even to Chernobyl.”

Another major test site exists on the archipelago of Novaya Zemlya in
Northwest Russia. This was the site, in October 1961, where the largest
and heaviest bomb ever built was launched. Called Tsar Bomba, King of
Bombs, it should more accurately be known as the King of Folly of the
20th century, indeed of any century. The test was the prime conceit of
the former Soviet leader, Nikita Khrushchev. He was aware of the her-
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alded exploits of the American military’s Castle Bravo [described below],
which had vaporized an entire islet in the Marshall Islands. Khrushchev
determined to go one better by building a 50-megaton hydrogen
bomb, so large that major adjustments had to be made so the plane
could carry it. When it detonated, the heat from the explosion was
believed to have caused third degree burns on people living 100 kilo-
meters from ground zero. All the houses in the village of Severny,
located 34 miles from ground zero, were destroyed. The shock wave
broke windows in houses 500 miles away. Yet the bomb was judged to
be not supremely immoral, which it was, but simply “impractical,” and
was never used by the Russian military.

American open-air testing was equally destructive and long term. The
United States conducted 1,054 nuclear tests by official count,
including 216 in the atmosphere, under water or in space. Castle Bravo,
a 15-megaton monster with a yield of more than 48,000 kilotons (com-
pared with Hiroshima’s 12 kilotons), “overproduced by 250 percent,
causing a fallout over a wide area of the Pacific”. It was one of the 23
tests carried out on seven different sites of the Bikini atoll—on the reef,
in the air and underwater. These tests spread radioactive fallout over a
distance of 400 miles or more, including the atolls of Enewetak, Bikini,
Ailinginae, Rongelap, Rongerik and Utirik  [see map, opposite]. 

In July 1947, the UN agreed that the United States should administer a
large section of the North Pacific called the Pacific Proving Grounds, an
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area of 3 million square miles and encompassing 2,000 islands. The
principal purpose was to enable the U.S. to carry out nuclear tests,
including Castle Bravo in 1954. The testing had already begun in 1946
with the bizarre Operation Crossroads in which 95 discarded naval
ships—destroyers, cruisers, battleships and an aircraft carrier—were
assembled in a lagoon and hydrogen bombed to determine which
might survive. This was followed by Operation Ivy in 1952, Castle Bravo
in 1954 and then Operation Redwing in 1956 involving 17 tests on
Bikini and Enewetak. Operation Hardtack came next in 1958, in which
35 weapons were tested. Many designs of hydrogen bombs were tried
out, ranging in yield from two to six million tons. (It is instructive to
compare the size of these ‘yields’ with the 12,000 tons that destroyed
the city of Hiroshima).

Many, if not all, of the 105 high-yield tests conducted in the Pacific
Proving Grounds left most of the dirty work of destruction, contamina-
tion and cleanup behind them. But it was not forgotten or ignored. A
recent, multiple award-winning documentary film, Nuclear Savage,
explores American nuclear weapons testing in the Marshall Islands
1946-58 [website: www.nuclearsavage.com], particularly the secret
Project 4.1, an American experiment in exposing Pacific Islanders to
overdoses of radiation. 

19

Marshall Islands



The preview reel of Nuclear Savage includes a clip with a strident-voiced
newsreel announcer reporting on the American treatment of Marshall
Islanders in April 1957, and explaining to his predominantly American
audience:  “The Marshallese caught by fallout got 175 roentgens of
radiation. These are fishing people, savages by our standards, so a
cross-section [of them] was brought to Chicago for testing. The first was
John, the mayor of Rongelap Atoll…John, as we said, is a savage, but a
happy, amenable savage.”

So how serious is 175 roentgens? In 1950, the International Commis-
sion on Radiological Protection recommended that human radiation
contact should not exceed 0.3 roentgens per week for full body expo-
sure. The amount received by the Marshallese was more than 580 times
what was then considered a safe weekly exposure.

In summary, 67 US hydrogen bombs were exploded in the 1950s in the
Marshall Islands—the equivalent of more than 7,000 Hiroshima bombs.
They vaporized several small islands, poisoned the land and sea,
destroyed natural life and caused immeasurable suffering to thousands
of people across generations, bringing thyroid cancer, genetic defects,
miscarriages and various other illnesses.
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A United Nations report in 2012 said the effects were long lasting. Spe-
cial rapporteur Calin Georgescu, in a report to the UN Human Rights
Council, said that “near-irreversible environmental contamination” had
led to the loss of livelihoods and many people continued to experience
“indefinite displacement”. “It is not just their homes that have been lost”,
said Lani Kramer, 42, a councilwoman in Bikini’s local government, “but
an entire swathe of the islands’ culture, our traditional customs and
skills which were passed down from generation to generation.”

One well-publicized event following the Castle Bravo test resulted in the
eventual slow, agonizing death of the radio operator aboard a Japanese
boat, the Lucky Dragon, trawling for tuna in the Pacific Ocean 85 miles
from the mammoth explosion. Today, the Marshall Islands, a tiny Repub-
lic of 71,000 people has brought a legal charge against all nine nuclear
weapon states. It asks the International Court of Justice to rule that all
nine are in material breach of their legal obligations to disarm under
international law. Should the Court so rule, it could turn the discussion
from the customary diplomatic platitudes to serious legal arguments
and major legal challenges confronting all nuclear weapon states.

In still another part of the Pacific, a similar drama has taken place. Nuclear
testing was carried out for 30 years on the Polynesian atolls of
Moruroa and Fangataufa in the ‘French Pacific’—from 1956 to 1965 in
the atmosphere, and from 1966 to 1985 underground. The Polynesians
themselves were not part of the decision making; that was reserved for the
French military and government. The people of the islands were left to
bore the holes for the bomb, construct the test sites and clean the contami-
nated areas. The experiences and views of Polynesians regarding nuclear
testing were not heard or considered by the decision makers in France.
What conclusions, then, can be drawn from these 30 years of testing toxic
weapons of mass destruction on two beautiful islands in the South Pacific? 

The interviews carried out by the sociology research team, despite the
good working conditions, revealed that for a large majority the nuclear
testing had little meaning; that in retrospect it was a senseless under-
taking, imposed on the Polynesian population by distant authorities. 

However, the people themselves were not content to turn this page of
their history before seeking answers to many questions, such as:  Were the
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bodies buried in lead coffins contaminated?;  Why were the families of
deceased employees not allowed to see the remains of their loved ones?;
Why the sphere of mystery surrounding the medical evacuations to main-
land France?;  What is the precise link between fish poisoning, radioactive
contamination and the nuclear tests?; and,  Will the buried radioactivity
find its way to the surface at Moruroa and Fangataufa in 30 years or less?

Even larger, global questions should not be ignored, such as:  Will the
nuclear contamination suffered by two widely separated atolls in the
Pacific Ocean—Bikini and Moruroa—have a long run effect on the
health of future generations whose lives depend on the ocean? 

The authors of this study believe that the creation of independent non-
political Polynesian organizations could address some of the problems
revealed by this survey.  Among their tasks: a) to collect information
among former employees  and defend their legal interests; b) to initiate
independent medical research; and, c) to organize a public debate and
put certain issues on the political agenda. Such organizations could serve
as a forum in which former employees could express their concerns and
doubts, while helping to restore a degree of confidence between former
workers and state authorities in Polynesia [for more see Annex I].

The making and testing of nuclear weapons has exposed five groups of
people to environmental and health dangers:  (1) workers at nuclear
weapons facilities; (2) armed forces personnel who participated in
atmospheric weapons testing;  (3) people living near nuclear weapon
sites; (4) people who were subjects of experiments; and, (5) the world’s
inhabitants for centuries to come.  Remember that the United States
was not at war with the Marshallese who at the time of the tests lived in
a US Protectorate!  Nor was the Soviet Union at war with the people of
Kazakhstan, at the time one of its own provinces. And the Polynesians
had not colonized France; it was the other way around. 

Of all the activities concerning nuclear weapons, testing has been the most
destructive for human health and the environment. China, France, India,
Pakistan, Russia, the US and UK have collectively conducted over 2,000
nuclear explosions for testing purposes, approximately 500 above ground
or under water, and the rest underground. It has been estimated that in the
coming years global fallout from nuclear testing will lead to over 2 million
cancer fatalities alone, not counting other health effects.
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However, despite the despicable records described above, and not
forgetting that the other nuclear weapon states also tested their
weapons of mass destruction, not all the results of the Cold War
have been harmful to the human race. Today, virtually the entire

southern hemisphere is covered by nuclear weapon-free zones. It is
heartening, if somewhat ironic, that Semipalatinsk has provided the base
for a new Central Asia nuclear weapon-free zone, one which includes
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan.

There was wanton destructiveness involved in all nuclear tests: whether
at Amchitka in the Aleutian Islands or the Marshall Islands by the US; in
Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Belarus, the Urals and Siberia by the Soviet Union;
by Britain in its Australian test sites of Montebello and Maralinga; by
China in Lop Nur; and by France in Moruroa. But it led, finally, to the
Limited Nuclear Test Ban in 1963.

The Ban, however, was not led by those testing these deadly weapons,
whose handiwork made the Marshall Islands, according to the US
Atomic Energy Commission, “by far the most contaminated place in the
world.”  Nor by those whose tests in Kazakhstan, Mayak and Novaya
Zemlya made sizeable sections of the former Soviet Union uninhabit-
able. Nor by the French military, which withheld the reports that the
region of Tahiti had been showered with deadly plutonium from tests
at Moruroa.  The move was led by the scientists and the mothers who
found strontium 90 in their children’s teeth, and who demanded the
end of testing in the atmosphere. 

So, from the first discussions in 1964 by Soviet, American, Canadian
and other scientists, held in the village of Pugwash, Nova Scotia, came
a small but focused global disarmament movement of scholars and
public figures called The Pugwash Conferences on Science and World
Affairs. Together with Sir Joseph Rotblat, the only nuclear physicist to
leave the Manhattan Project on the grounds of conscience, it received

III.  Nuclear Weapon-Free Zones and 
Millennium Development Goals
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the Nobel Peace Prize in 1995 for its global efforts toward reducing the
danger of nuclear war. 

Another important development designed to cure, rather than to kill,
were the UN-sponsored Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) cre-
ated in 1990 and designed to last for 15 years. All 189 UN Member
States at the time and at least 23 international organizations commit-
ted themselves to achieve these eight goals:  1. To eradicate extreme
poverty and hunger; 2. To achieve universal primary education; 3. To
promote gender equality and empowerment of women; 4. To reduce
child mortality; 5. To improve maternal health; 6. To combat HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other diseases; 7.To ensure environmental sustainability;
and, 8. To develop a global partnership for development.

Barry Carin, a Senior Fellow at the Centre for International Governance
Innovation (CIGI) in Waterloo, Ontario, states: “The UN Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, overall, have been remarkably successful in focusing
attention and mobilizing resources to address the major gaps in human
development. Some of the MDG’s key targets, such as halving the
poverty rate, will be met this year (2015). However, achieving the health
goals looks difficult and Africa lags behind, despite the substantial
progress it has made since 2000… This special report examines the tar-
gets that have been met and considers the global implications of the
remaining unmet goals, concluding that the global community must
build on the current MDGs, moving beyond meeting basic human needs
in order to promote dynamic, inclusive and sustainable development.”

Several of these challenges are being addressed in their work and their
actions by many of the 54 Canadians featured in this book.  And this
brings us to a positive example of how the Canadian Parliament sought
to address the nuclear weapons issue. 

Canadian Parliament unanimously supports a 
nuclear weapons convention
How did the motion to support a nuclear weapons convention pass the
House of Commons on December 7, 2010?  Parliamentary decisions are
made either by a majority vote in the House, or as did this motion, by

Map, opposite: Principal Nuclear Weapons-Related Production and Test Sites
in the World
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consensus of the four party leaders in regular meetings held through-
out the year. The motion, moved by the NDP’s Bill Siksay, came follow-
ing a constructive private meeting involving NGO disarmament leaders
and John Baird, then the Conservative House Leader. He agreed that
the motion should go forward to the House of Commons. 

Long before it reached the House, however, a motion to support the UN
Secretary-General’s call for a nuclear weapons convention was intro-
duced in the Senate by two senators, Hugh Segal and Nancy Ruth. With
the strong support of Senator Roméo Dallaire, it was adopted on 2 June
2010 without a vote and then passed on to the House of Commons
seeking, and eventually receiving, its support.

However, political intent is not enough when facing the extreme threat
nuclear weapons pose. When in 1996 Economist Ruth Leger Sivard
published her annual comparison of the World’s Military and Social
Expenditures, she said that the world’s stockpile of nuclear weapons
represented over 700 times the explosive power used in the 20th cen-
tury’s three major wars. Sivard’s final statement is as true today as when
she wrote it 19 years ago: 

The weapons and strategies elaborated by governments for ‘defense’
are largely irrelevant to the underlying instabilities and dangers of
today. What is needed now is a stronger focus on the threats that
touch people in their daily lives: hunger, illness, joblessness and crime.
A further steady reduction in the hundreds of billions of dollars spent
yearly on military programs could free the resources needed, and
ensure a more equitable and peaceful world.
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Though the emotional thrust of this book is on the horrors of
nuclear war, the focus is on the lives of 54 Canadians, whose
diverse activities and major accomplishments earned for them
the Order of Canada. Their actions extended the Order’s motto,

Desiderantes Meliorem Patriam (“They desire a better country”), to
include the entire world, a world without the constant threat of ending
in nuclear holocaust.

The inspiration came from the action of 100 Nobel Laureates who, on the
100th anniversary of the Nobel Prize, placed a full-page advertisement—
“The best point the way”—in the Canadian newspaper, The Globe and
Mail. Put together by John Polanyi [see page 45 below], the statement
warns that the security of the world hangs on environmental and social
reform: “The most profound danger to world peace will stem …from
the legitimate demands of the world’s dispossessed. Global warming…
will affect their fragile ecologies most … If we permit the devastating
power of modern weapons to spread (as we are doing today)… we are
inviting (global war) engulfing us all, both rich and poor… It is past
time to turn our backs on the unilateral search for security… Instead,
we must persist in seeking united action (by all States) to counter both
global warming and a weaponized world.”

A year later in 2002, a committee in favour of this statement gained the
support of 158 Officers and Companions of the Order of Canada.  Follow-
up initiatives, including efforts to get other newspapers to print the adver-
tisement were unsuccessful, so the project was quietly shelved. It was not
until 24 October 2008 that the UN Secretary-General provided new
momentum to this disarmament initiative.  In a speech to the East-West
Institute, he proposed a five-point program that included two alternatives
for nuclear disarmament negotiations: either a framework of separate,
mutually reinforcing instruments, or a nuclear weapons convention, one
backed by strong verification procedures [see as well section VII].

IV.  Beginnings of a Network 
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Several months later, in February 2009, an informal network was initiated
called Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention. It consists of Mem-
bers as well as Officers and Companions of the Order of Canada [see Annex
B]. It began a recruiting initiative across the country that continues today,
from Whitehorse and Yellowknife in the far north, to the fishing outports
of Newfoundland and the mining communities of Cape Breton Island.  

It should be noted that the endorsements received for a nuclear
 wea pons convention as called for by the UN Secretary-General, now
numbering more than 800, were given freely by individual Canadians,
some times with great passion [see section VI].  They are not, however,
in any way  con  n ected to, or directed by, the Governor General’s Office.
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This collection of stories, poems and short biographies is from a
large sample of the 839 Recipients of the Order of Canada, from
2009 until the present, who have endorsed negotiations for a
nuclear weapons convention. Fifty-four of their stories are pre-

sented here, as well as 96 additional ‘witnesses’ who sent brief evalua-
tive comments of support. In a concluding chapter, the compelling
need for a nuclear weapon-free world is presented, exemplified by the
words and actions of the 839, as they continue to seek a better nation
and a safer world. One discovers how really creative these opponents of
nuclear weapons have been, and how brave were those who faced
threats of rape, torture and death.  Here is how one of them, Dr. Saman-
tha Nutt, serving with War Child and witnessing the worst forms of
human degradation on two continents, saw her life unfolding [Nutt
2011]:

If, between the two certitudes of birth and death lies a generous
 period of love, family, friendship, free from the shackles of violence
and poverty, it is a life to be coveted. War, and the pursuit of war,
destroys us. It turns teenagers into killers, and politicians into execu-
tioners. War is humanity at its most primitive, despite our attempts
to dress it up, distance ourselves from it through technology, and
frame it in acceptable terms…the last decade has witnessed an
extraordinary, if not devastating political appetite for war, made
possible by a prevailing belief in its primacy in solving international
threats. The rhetoric of “killing scumbags” in Afghanistan and else-
where has perpetuated a kind of nationalistic fervor in which there is
little room for thoughtful dissent…

At the risk of repetition, here follows a sketch of a few of our witnesses
(or voices), in order to give an idea of the range of careers and accom-
plishments of all 54 profiled. 
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V.  Reasons for Hope:
54 Voices and their Stories



The first witness is that of Setsuko Thurlow, the only Canadian citizen
to have fully experienced the explosive horror of a 12-kiloton nuclear
bomb, one that turned the city of Hiroshima into a dying hell.  She grew
up and then moved to Canada, married James Thurlow, obtained a
Masters degree in social work, founded and was executive director of
the Japanese Family Services of Toronto, spoke at the UN Disarmament
(First) Committee in 2008 and at the International Commission on
Nuclear Disarmament in 2009. In 2014 the Mayor of Hiroshima made
Setsuko a ‘Peace Ambassador’ and the Peace Centre Foundation gave
her a peace prize.

The second witness, Patrick Lane, in his narrative poem 1960: The Little
River Trailer Park, reveals the Cold War hysteria of 1960 during the tur-
bulent days of his youth. Years later, by now a much sought-after poet,
he tells the graduating students at a university ceremony of an unex-
pected incident which affects his life to this day.  

Balfour Mount, the ‘North American father of palliative care’, describes
such care as a moral force. “To be caring for people and able to work in
palliative care year after year has been a great gift,” he said. 

Jean Vanier, son of Canada’s Governor General, might well have
  pursued a life of status and comfort. Instead, he chose the path less
travelled, devoting his life to caring for those with developmental dis-
abilities. 

And the bold yet sensitive Norman Jewison, whose film business was
indeed good for him,  was in turn good for all of us who believe that in
the defence of racial equality,  good guys should finish first.
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Setsuko Thurlow,  OC  MSW 
Hiroshima survivor and international
nuclear weapons abolition campaigner 

“On August 6, 1945, I was a 13-year-old
grade 8 student at a high school in
Hiroshima and a member of the Student
Mobilization Program. I was one of a

group of 30 students assigned to help at the army
headquarters. We were on the second floor of the wooden building
about a mile from the hypocenter, and about to start our first day of
work. At 8:15 am I saw a bluish-white flash like a magnesium flare out-
side the window. 

“I remember the sensation of floating in the air. Then, as I regained con-
sciousness in total silence and darkness, I realized I was pinned down in
the ruins of the collapsed building. I could not move and knew I was
facing death. Strangely, however, the feeling I had was not panic but
serenity. Gradually I began to hear my classmates’ faint cries for help.
‘Mother, help me!’  ‘God, help me!’   Then suddenly I felt hands touching
me and loosening the timbers that pinned me. A man’s voice said,
‘Don’t give up! I’m trying to free you! Keep moving! See the light com-
ing through that opening—crawl toward it and try to get out!’

“By the time I did get out the ruins were on fire. This meant that most of
my classmates who had been with me in the same room were being
burned alive. A soldier ordered a few surviving girls and me to escape
to the nearby hills. I turned around and saw the outside world.
Although it was morning, it looked like twilight because of the dust and
smoke in the air. People at a distance saw the mushroom cloud and
heard a thunderous roar. But I did not see the cloud because I was in it.
Nor did I hear the roar, just the deadly silence broken only by the
groans of the injured…

“At the foot of the hill was an army training ground about the size of two
football fields. Literally every bit of it was covered with injured and dying
who were desperately begging, often in faint whispers, ‘Water, water,
please give me water’. But we had no containers to carry water. We went
to a nearby stream to wash the blood and dirt from our bodies. Then we
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tore off parts of our clothes, soaked them with water and turned back to
hold them to the mouths of the dying who desperately sucked the
moisture. We kept busy at this task of giving some comfort to the dying
all day. There were no medical supplies of any kind and we did not see
any doctor or nurse. When darkness fell we sat on the hillside, numbed
by the massive scale of death and suffering we had witnessed, watching
the entire city burn. In the background were the low, rhythmic whispers
from the swollen lips of the ghostly figures, still begging for water.

“In the city centre had been some 7,000 to 8,000 students from grades
7 and 8 who had been previously mobilized from all the high schools in
the city to help clear fire lanes. Out in the open, close to the explosion,
which was about one million degrees at the centre of the explosion
500-metres above the ground, nearly all of them were vaporized with-
out a trace, and more died within days. My age-group in the city was
almost wiped out. My sister-in-law was a teacher supervising her stu-
dents at this task. Although my father and I searched for days turning
over dead and burned bodies, we never found her body. She left two
little children as orphans.

“Others were terribly burned but lived for several days or weeks. My sis-
ter and her four-year-old son were crossing a bridge at the moment of
the explosion and both were horribly burned, blackened and swollen
beyond recognition. We could later recognize my sister only by her
voice and by a unique hair-pin in her hair. They lingered for several days
without medical care of any kind until death at last released them from
their agony. The image of my little nephew Eiji representing the inno-
cent children of the world, compels and drives me to continue to speak
of Hiroshima, no matter how painful it may be.

Lingering Effects of Radiation
“The unique and mysterious effect of the atomic bomb was radiation
which affected many people. For example, my favorite uncle and aunt
were in the suburbs and had no external injuries. But a couple of weeks
later they began to feel sick with the appearance of purple spots on
their bodies, nausea and loss of hair. According to my mother, who
cared for them until their deaths, their internal organs seemed to be
rotting and dissolving and coming out in a black liquid.
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“Thus, my beloved city of 300,000, close to 90 percent of whom were
women, children and the elderly, suddenly and totally became desola-
tion, with heaps of ashes and rubble, skeletons and blackened corpses.
By the end of 1945, approximately 140,000 had perished. And the effects
of radiation continue down through the decades, even to the present.
The tragic legacy of Hiroshima has been extended, not only to the peo-
ple of Nagasaki three days later, but in lesser degree to American, British
and Australian soldiers, Pacific Islanders, North American aboriginal peo-
ple, down-winders, Russians and other people of the former USSR.

“On the cenotaph in the Peace Park in Hiroshima is an inscription which
reads  “Rest in peace; the grievous error will not be repeated”.  This has
become the prayer and vow of many survivors, who are determined to
make sure that the deaths of loved ones have not been in vain, and that
no human being will ever have to repeat their fate. I am committed to
share the warning of Hiroshima until my last breath.”

Patrick Lane,  OC   
Poet

Truck driver, sawmill worker, road-builder, a
“nomadic knock-about in northern logging
camps”, Patrick Lane and his poetry deals
straightforwardly with man’s rough treat-

ment of his environment and of his fellow human
beings. Jane Urquhart calls him  “our most essen-

tial poet: tough, tender, fearless and beautifully dangerous; our
provider of unexpected flashes of brilliant, almost blinding light. For
decades he has been our guide to darkness; gathered in one spot, the
poetry of his life enhances and energizes us, and takes us to places we
would never go on our own. Lane is a true master.” 

Patrick Lane recalls those days when he was working in Merritt, BC, and
how frightened he was: “the survival kit we had, a case of Campbell’s
Tomato Soup (all I could afford) and two five gallon cans of water in a
closet, and the Nuclear Circular that was published in the Vancouver
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Sun. We were such innocents. There was such fear. It still haunts me.
After 53 years the psychic scars remain, the emotional and spiritual
damage with me always”.  Lane then sent “a small narrative poem" he
wrote that morning, called 1960: The Little River Trailer Park.

“"The men told me I had to blow the bridge over the Fraser River, two cases
of 60% forcite dynamite hidden under our bed in the Little River Trailer
Park, the blasting caps in their boxes tucked beneath my wife’s underwear
in her dresser drawer. I hid the coils of fuse in the joy shack behind the
wringer washing machine. The Nuclear Circular had told us our town had
to accept thirty thousand refugees from Vancouver after the Russians
dropped the atomic bomb. The mill foreman said we weren’t going to be
taking any damned refugees from the Coast.

"... Later, the men came in their pickups to my trailer, the three of them lean-
ing against the hoods, the foreman with his boot on a bumper as he told
me there wasn’t enough food for people from Vancouver, and anyway, he
said, most of them would be burned or radioactive. How were we going to
be able to do anything about that? ..."

A Trip Down Lane’s Memory from The Globe and Mail, 5 July 2013. 
Last month Patrick Lane was awarded an honorary degree by the Uni-
versity of British Columbia’s Okanagan campus in Kelowna. In his
address to the convocation he spoke powerfully of those tough, forma-
tive years, and, in particular, of an extraordinary incident that has
affected his life ever since. It taught him the value of beauty. When he
finished there was silence, followed by rapturous applause. He spoke: 

“Back early in December1958, I was 19 years old, and living with my wife
and baby boy in a two-room apple-picker’s shack a few miles down the
road from here. I had a job driving dump truck for a two-bit outfit that
was working on a short stretch of highway just down the hill where this
university was built so many years later.  I remember leaving the shack
and walking out to stand by the highway in the wind and snow. I stood
there shivering in my canvas coat as I waited to be picked up by the
grader operator in his rusted pickup truck. The sky was hard and grey, its
only gift that winter day was ice disguised as a fragile bitter snow.

“As I stood there in the false dawn, I looked up for a moment and as I
did an iridescent blue butterfly the size of my palm fluttered down and
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rested on the sleeve of my coat just above my wrist. It was winter, it was
cold and I knew the Okanagan Valley where I had lived most of my
young life did not harbour huge, shiny blue butterflies, not even in
summer. I remember stripping off my gloves and cupping the insect in
my hands, lifting that exquisite creature to the warmth of my mouth in
the hope I could save it from the cold. 

“I breathed upon the butterfly, with the helplessness we all have when
we are faced with an impossible and inevitable death, be it a quail or
crow, gopher, hawk, dog or child. I cupped that delicate butterfly in
the hollow of my hands and ran back to the picker’s shack in the hope
that somehow the warmth from the morning fire in the woodstove
might save it, but when I reached the door and opened my hands the
butterfly died.

“The day the beautiful creature died in my hands, I looked up into the
dome of the hard cold sky and I swore to whatever great spirit resided
there in the dark clouds that I would live my life to the full, and, above all,
I would treasure beauty. I swore, too, that I’d believe in honesty, faithful-
ness, love and truth. The words I spoke were the huge abstractions the
young sometimes use, but I promised them to myself and now, more
than half a century later, I stand here in front of your young minds, your
creative spirits, your beautiful lives, and I can tell you that I have tried.”

Christopher Plummer,  CC 
Much Ado About... everything!

He is a Canadian actor who has played star-
ring roles for more than 60 years on
Broadway, in London’s West End, at the
Stratford Festival, as well as more than

100 roles on film and television. He is at home
playing the great Shakespearean roles of stage

and screen: Macbeth, King Lear, Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Henry IV Part
One, Henry V, The Tempest, Julius Caesar, Othello, Twelfth Night as well as
the less well-known ones such as Much Ado About Nothing.
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He has mastered popular classics such as Cyrano de Bergerac, and made
his Carnegie Hall debut in his own arrangements of Mendelssohn's A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. He was nominated for seven Tony Awards
and won twice for Best Actor for Barrymore and Cyrano. Other recogni-
tion for his work includes an Academy Award and two Emmys.

Mr. Plummer has written for the stage, television and concert hall with
the symphony orchestras of London, Washington, Cleveland, Philadel-
phia, Minneapolis, Toronto, Vancouver and Halifax.  His voracious read-
ing covers the best of George Bernard Shaw, Rudyard Kipling, Dylan
Thomas, Lord Byron, A.A. Milne. W.H. Auden, Stephen Leacock and
many others.

He performed, wrote and arranged a one-man show called A Word or
Two, "simply about my own personal journey through literature—litera-
ture that I have loved and treasured since I was a mere boy…  The works I
have chosen are silly and sad, sacred and profane. They range from Win-
nie the Pooh to the Bible, from Lewis Carroll to Rudyard Kipling, from
Shaw, Wilde and Byron to Shakespeare, Jonson and Blake, from Swin-
burne, Melville, D. H. Lawrence, to Leacock, S.J. Perelman and Ogden
Nash, from Chesterton to W.H. Auden, Rostand to Nabokov—every writer
who has stirred my imagination and marked my passage.

“If there must be a theme or purpose to the evening, it is twofold: to
make parents aware that they must encourage their children to read in
this non-literate world; and to salute and pay tribute to my calling. My
profession has taught me music, poetry, painting and dance…made
me face rejection, taught me humour in its blackest and gentlest forms.
It has made me think; it has even taught me about love. It has shown
me the majesty of language, the written word in all its glory, and it has
taught me above all there is no such thing as perfection—that in the
arts, there are no rules, no limits—only infinity.”

Perhaps more than anything else Christopher Plummer has shown
deep resonance with those who express both the joys and sufferings of
life, such as those for whom Shakespeare’s four great tragedies are
named: Hamlet, Lear, Romeo and Macbeth.
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Jean Vanier,  CC 
Humanitarian and founder of L’Arche 

He is a Canadian Catholic philosopher,
humanitarian and the founder of
L’Arche, an international federation of
group homes for people with devel -

opmental disabilities and those who assist
them.

Vanier is the son of the 19th Governor General of Canada, Major-
General Georges Vanier, and was born in Geneva, while his father
was on diplomatic service in Switzerland. In his youth and during
World War II he served with the Royal Navy and then with the Royal
Canadian Navy. As a midshipman, Vanier accompanied the Royal
Family on its tour of South Africa in 1947 aboard HMS Vanguard.  In
early 1945, Vanier was visiting  Paris where his father was Canadian
Ambassador; he and his mother went to assist survivors of Nazi
concentration camps. Seeing the emaciated victims, their faces
twisted with fear and anguish, was a profoundly moving encounter
for him that he never forgot. 

From 1950, feeling a strong inner spiritual calling to do “something
else”, he resigned his naval commission. Vanier travelled to Paris to
study as an undergraduate. He eventually went on to complete a PhD
in philosophy from the Institut Catholique de Paris, with a doctoral
 thesis on Aristotle. He subsequently taught philosophy at St. Michael’s
College, University of Toronto.  Vanier left academia in 1964 seeking
more spiritual work.

In 1964, through Vanier’s friendship with a priest named Father
Thomas Philippe, he became aware of the plight of thousands of peo-
ple institutionalized with developmental disabilities. He invited two
men, Raphael Simi and Philippe Seux, to leave the institutions where
they resided and share with him a new life of service in Trosly-Breuil,
France. In 1968, Jean Vanier gave the first Faith and Sharing Retreat, a
worldwide movement of annual retreats where people from all walks
of life are welcome. In 1971, he co-founded Faith and Light with Marie
Hélène Mathieu, an international movement for people with develop-
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mental disabilities, their families and friends. Today there are over
1,800 Faith and Light communities in 80 countries around the world.

His more than 30 publications include:  "In Weakness, Strength";
"Images of Love: Words of Hope"; "From Brokenness to Community";
"An Ark for the Poor: The Story of L’Arche"; "Jesus, The Gift of Love"; "A
Network of Friends"; "The Challenge of L’Arche"; and, "Living Gently in a
Violent World" (with Stanley Hauerwas). 

Jean Vanier was one of the twelve founding members of Canadians for
a Nuclear Weapons Convention.

Balfour Mount,  OC  MD 
Father of palliative care in North America

In January 1973, Dr. Balfour Mount was desper-
ately busy. The Ottawa-born urologic-cancer
specialist had a heavy schedule of surgery, an
animal research laboratory to run and teaching

duties at McGill University. But when his United
Church decided to hold an evening of discussion

based on Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s landmark book, On Death and Dying,
he nonetheless volunteered to organize it. It was a spur-of-the-moment
decision that would change his life and, ultimately, improve the deaths
of countless Canadians.

At the time, though, he thought the seminar would simply help oth-
ers understand dying. “It didn’t occur to me that I didn’t have a clue
about death and dying,” says Dr. Mount, who at the age of 24 had
dealt with a bout of testicular cancer and had been forced to con-
front his own mortality. “I thought, ‘I’m a doctor; I must know every-
thing in the world about death and dying.’ But, of course, I knew
absolutely nothing.”

Dr. Mount assembled a panel of doctors to discuss the Kubler-Ross
book, which explored the experiences of dying people. Many of them
complained to the author about being left to die in pain, shunned or
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ignored by medical officials.  During the seminar, someone suggested a
study be launched to understand if the problems detailed in the book
reflected those in Montreal.

Dr. Mount volunteered to lead that study. With a small grant from the
McGill Faculty of Medicine he enlisted two students to conduct a sur-
vey of terminally ill patients at Montreal’s Royal Victoria Hospital, one of
the leading teaching hospitals in the country. The study included dra-
matic case narratives about the unnecessary suffering of terminally ill
patients and their family members. “It became clear to me”, he remem-
bers, “that to die at the Royal Vic was a catastrophe. And the Royal Vic, I
would say, was one of the flagship academic hospitals in North Amer-
ica.” Dr. Mount says he and his colleagues had no idea of the dimen-
sions of our inadequacies, such as the control of pain and other
symptoms.

Stunned by the findings, Dr. Mount continued his research and grew
intrigued by the approach of a London hospice described in On
Death and Dying. He called Dame Cicely Saunders, the founder of St.
Christopher‘s Hospice, to ask if he could visit. “I know you”, Dame
Saunders told him in no uncertain terms.  “You want to come over to
London with your wife, see a few plays, have a quick run around the
hospice and then go back. Well, I won’t have it.” She demanded that
he leave his wife at home, spend the full week at St. Christopher’s
and immerse himself in the work of the place. Dr. Mount, impressed
by this impossibly fierce woman, agreed and left for London in Sep-
tember 1973, alone.

Founded in 1967, St. Christopher’s took a holistic approach to the physi-
cal, psychological and spiritual needs of dying patients, many of them
cancer sufferers.  Without St. Christopher’s, most of these patients
would have died in pain because opioids were at the time rarely pre-
scribed in adequate doses.  “It was one of the most stimulating single
weeks in my life,” Dr. Mount recalls.  “Once I saw St. Christopher’s, I saw
there were solutions to that unnecessary suffering. It was evident to
me that was where I wanted to die.”

Dr. Mount decided to create a hospice-like ward within the Royal Vic.
He devised a pilot project that featured a hospital ward for the dying, a
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consultation team to work with other hospital wards, a home care out-
reach service and a bereavement follow-up program. The two-year
pilot project was ultimately approved, Dr. Mount believes, largely
because he was considered a serious-minded cancer surgeon. Once
the project was approved, Dr. Mount faced the task of naming the new
hospital program. He decided to call his new creation a palliative care
program based on the word’s etymology: to palliate means to improve
the quality of something.

The launch of the program marked the entry of ‘palliative care’ into its
modern English usage. By 1976 it was clear to the officials who ran the
Royal Vic that the palliative care program was invaluable, and it became
a permanent feature of the hospital. In fact, it was accepted because
the pilot project included careful research into the problems faced in
this neglected field.

By the end of the decade, Dr. Mount abandoned his career as a can-
cer surgeon to devote himself to the emerging field of palliative
medicine, in answer to what he believed was a moral imperative.  Dr.
Mount was the Founding Director of the Royal Victoria Hospital
 Palliative Care Service in 1975, Palliative Care McGill in 1990 and the
McGill Programs in Whole Person Care in 1999. Now retired, Mount
is an Emeritus Professor of Medicine at McGill University where he
held the Eric M. Flanders Chair in Palliative Medicine from 1995 to
2006.  

Mount now believes his own battles with cancer influenced his deci-
sion to devote himself to palliative medicine: " ... it isn’t until you have
these life crises that disrupt our existing value system, that we actually
examine with any sense of urgency and depth the ultimate existential
questions that frame life. To be caring for people and working in this
milieu year after year, that has been a great gift.’” 

Balfour Mount is one of the early members of Canadians for a Nuclear
Weapons Convention. He recently commented that “Recent events in
the Ukraine and the unpredictability of Vladimir Putin are such that
the issue of [having] a nuclear weapons convention is more important
than at any time since the Cold War.”
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Irving Schwartz,  OC  
Co-founder, Canadian International 
Demining Centre 

This businessman and philanthropist is hon-
oured in our memory as one who was a
major contributor to his community, nation
and world.  He was born into a Jewish fam-

ily in New Waterford, Nova Scotia, which owned a
small clothing store on the town’s main street.  From an early age Irving
had a feel for business, particularly if it were philanthropic. At the age of
26 he became president and general manager of Schwartz and Co,
using his home as a base for developing other businesses and philan-
thropic work.

Starting in the 1960s he began investing in business ventures outside
the furniture and clothing businesses. He branched out into long-term
care by opening his first nursing home in Sydney. This operation was
amalgamated with a Calgary company to form VillaCentres, Ltd.  The
newly combined company built nine nursing homes across the coun-
try. In the 1970s, when Cape Breton’s economy was starting to unravel,
and the coal mines around industrial Cape Breton were being slowly
shut down, Schwartz tried to help the economy by investing in diverse
businesses, such as seafood farming.

From an early age he was involved with New Waterford’s volunteer fire
department and ran blood donation drives. He served as President of
the Cape Breton Children’s Aid Society, President of the Lions’ Club,
Chairman of the University College of Cape Breton, co-founder of Junior
Achievement in Cape Breton, Director of the National Theatre School of
Canada, on the advisory board of the Dalhousie School of Business and
Chairman of the Cape Breton Chapter of the Hebrew University.

In the early 1990s he co-founded the Canadian International Demining
Centre, a charitable, non-governmental organization supportive of an
international ban on the production, stockpiling and deployment of
anti-personnel landmines. Headquartered in Sydney, it has provided
humanitarian mine deactivation services in Bosnia, Mozambique,
Kosovo and Jordan.
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Here are his comments on the consequences from nuclear explosions:
“As Chair and Co-founder of the Canadian International Demining
 Centre, I have seen at first hand the destruction and despair that con-
ventional weapons cause for innocent civilian populations around the
world. The utter grief and devastation that would be wrought by
nuclear explosions are beyond human comprehension.

“My ardent advice to our political representatives, and those of other
nations, is that the only way to be sure of avoiding nuclear catastro-
phe is the elimination of the entire class of weapons that will other-
wise be its cause. As long as nuclear weapons exist, the probability
will grow that some day they will be used, whether by design or by
accident.”

In chairing and co-founding the Canadian International Demining
 Centre, the late Irving Schwartz made a lasting contribution to the
achievement of world peace.

Jane Urquhart,  OC 
Novelist and poet

What is it about Jane Urquhart’s writing
that so attracts the critics, those who
hand out the awards and those who
bestow the honorary degrees? Jane

Urquhart was born and spent her early years in
Northern Ontario and now lives mostly in

Northumberland County, and occasionally in Ireland. She has become
one of Canada’s best-loved writers and one of the most widely acclaimed.

Her novels have received both Canadian and international acclaim,
including: The Whirlpool, which received France’s Best Foreign Book
Award; Away, winner of the Trillium Award; The Underpainter, winner of
the Governor General's Award, finalist for the Rogers Communications
Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize and long-listed for the Orange Prize in Britain;
The Stone Carvers was a finalist for the Giller Prize and Governor Gen-
eral's Award, and long-listed for the Booker Prize.  Then came A Map of
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Glass, a finalist for a Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book, and
most recently Sanctuary Line, a Giller Prize finalist.  

Jane is also the author of a collection of short fiction, Storm Glass, and
four books of poetry.  Her work has been translated into numerous for-
eign languages.  Recently she was named the Banff Distinguished
Writer.  In 2007 she edited and published The Penguin Book of Canadian
Short Stories, and in 2009 published a biography of Lucy Maud Mont-
gomery as part of Penguin’s series of Extraordinary Canadians.

Urquhart has received nine honorary doctorates from Canadian univer-
sities and has been writer-in-residence in five of them. She has also
given readings and lectures in Canada, Britain, Europe, the USA and
Australia. 

In a review of her novel, Sanctuary Line, Donna Bailey Nurse refers to
the author’s use of symbols and metaphors in describing the idyllic life
of a prosperous Irish-Canadian farm family, whose quiet mistreatment
of the Mexican labourers doing most of the farm work was a reflection
of the moral decay that precipitated the family’s demise.  Her most
recent novel, The Night Stages, is set in a remote area of County Kerry in
the ‘40s and ‘50s.  Urquhart's stunning new novel is at once intimate
and epic in scope.  Tam, an English woman in her thirties, has been liv-
ing in this harshly beautiful region since shortly after the war, in which
she served as an auxiliary pilot.  She is now leaving her lover Niall, who
like his father before him, is a meteorologist. The airliner she is travel-
ling on becomes grounded by fog at Gander Airport, Newfoundland.

As she waits, she regards an enigmatic mural, and revisits not only the
circumstances that brought her to Ireland but her intense relationship
with Niall and his growing despondency over his younger brother
Kieran’s disappearance years before. Running parallel is the story of
Canadian artist Kenneth Lochhead and how he created the mural that
is Tam’s only companion through three long days and nights.  “Jane
Urquhart charts the restless weather of the human heart in the same
observant, inventive way the ancient Greeks mapped the constella-
tions,” wrote The Washington Post.

Urquhart’s questions on the meaning of life in such novels find an echo in
the writing of fellow poet Pat Lane. When asked by a reporter which fic-
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tional character she wished she were, Jane replied:  “Babette in Isak Dine-
sen’s Babette’s Feast.  Because she has great strength of character and
more creative courage than any other man or woman in literature… fight-
ing for the rights of the poor during the final days of the Paris Commune.”

Norman Jewison,  CC
Film and television director

What does a Toronto boy, with a knack
for writing, directing and performing
in plays, do when he grows up?
Easy—he just keeps on doing the

same things, most of the time exceptionally well.
Reviewer Richard Abele summarizes his record: 

“Director Norman Jewison is one of the few working filmmakers to
 succeed in everything, from musicals (Fiddler on the Roof) to romantic
comedy (Moonstruck) to socially conscious dramas (In the Heat of the
Night and A Soldier’s Story).  This makes the honestly titled memoir,
This Terrible Business has been Good to Me, of special interest to those
intrigued by the longevity of an instinctive genre-hopper.  Unbridled
enthusiasm leaps from the pages as the Toronto-born director recounts
his illustrious career in television and film. He cajoled Frank Sinatra to
attend a dress rehearsal for his Judy Garland TV Special, adding at the
end of his phone pitch, ‘Oh, and Frank, bring Dean, will ya?’  Both Frank
Sinatra and Dean Martin appeared on the show.

“Jewison made his film director’s debut with 40 Pounds of Trouble,
a remake of the Shirley Temple film, Little Miss Marker. Two of his
early films, both light comedies, were with Doris Day. But he deter-
mined to escape from the genre and tackle more demanding proj-
ects. His breakthrough film proved to be The Cincinnati Kid, now
considered one of the finest movies made about gambling. Then
came, in 1966, the acclaimed satire on Cold War paranoia, The
 Russians are Coming, the Russians are Coming. It was the first film
Jewison produced, one nominated for four Academy Awards,
including Best Picture.
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“The Hurricane, starring Denzel Washington, was the third of a trilogy of
movies that exposed racial injustice, as did In the Heat of the Night and
A Soldier’s Story. Jewison was no stranger to controversy; his produc-
tion of Jesus Christ Superstar was criticized for its treatment of a sacred
subject, as was his 1983 production of Agnes of God, set in a Quebec
convent. But no other Canadian film producer has been honoured so
widely, both in the film world and the academic one.

“In 1999 Jewison’s work was recognized by the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences by receiving the Irving G. Thalberg Memo-
rial Award for lifetime achievement. In 2010 the Directors Guild of
America honored him with a similar lifetime achievement award. He
has received Honorary Degrees from the Universities of Trent, West-
ern Ontario and Toronto. He has been given a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, and on Canada’s Walk of Fame. A park in downtown
Toronto was named after him in 2001. He was also Chancellor of Vic-
toria College in the University of Toronto, which he had attended as
a student.” 

All things considered, not too shabby a record for a kid who grew up in
the Toronto Beaches neighborhood, soliciting pennies from playmates
so he could go to the movies!

Ursula Franklin,  CC  
Professor of Engineering
John Polanyi,  CC  
Professor of Chemistry

In several ways the careers of these two scientists at the University of
Toronto are remarkably similar. Both began life in Germany from
European families who fled to Canada from the atrocities of the
Hitler regime. Both had an aptitude for, and excelled in, the physical

sciences.
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Between them they have garnered more than 50 honorary doctor-
ates from several countries and at least ten different universities.
Both have received the honorary title of ‘university professor’, a rare
recognition of academic excellence. Both have a Toronto high school
named after them: the Ursula Franklin Academy is in West Toronto
and the John Polanyi Collegiate Institute in North Toronto. Both have
been made Companions of the Order of Canada by the Governor
General.

Moreover, both John Polanyi and Ursula Franklin are strong advo-
cates for human rights and for nuclear disarmament. Polanyi  was
the founding chair of Canadian Pugwash and has been a member
of the international Pugwash movement for 40 years. Franklin was a
co-founder of Voice of Women for Peace. Her pacifism stems from
what she calls “the Quaker vision of the world”. Her research with
others on the presence of Strontium 90 in children’s teeth led, in
1963, to the Partial Nuclear Test Ban. Polanyi spoke often about
nuclear disarmament, and has co-edited a book on “The Dangers of
Nuclear War”.

There are also important differences in their careers and perceptions of
life.  Franklin was a pioneer in the field of archaeometry, which applies
modern materials analysis to archaeology. She worked, for example, on
the dating of prehistoric bronze, copper and ceramic artifacts. She has
published more than 100 scientific papers and contributions to books
on the structure and properties of metals and alloys as well as on the
history and social effects of technology.

She explains in a prelude to her 2006 collection of papers, inter-
views and talks that her lifelong interest in structures has been at
the root of most of her activities. Looking back after almost 40 years,
she adds: “I can see how I have tried to wrestle with just one funda-
mental question: How can one live and work as a pacifist in the here
and now and help to structure a society in which oppression,
 violence and war would diminish, and cooperation, equality and
 justice would rise?” 

As part of the answer Franklin turns to the metaphor of map-mak-
ing to explain her intellectual journey: “Increasingly, I found the
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maps of conventional wisdom inadequate for my travels,” she
writes. “I became unwilling and unable to orient my life according
to national maps depicting the realms of ‘them’ and ‘us’, of good
guys and bad guys, of winning and losing; in short, all those maps
drawn up for travel towards private gain and personal advance-
ment.” She concludes that she has been guided in understanding
what she calls “the real world” by the maps of pacifism and femi-
nism.

For Polanyi, “stupidity is the enemy; idealism is our only hope.” He goes
on: “One’s perception of truth comes not from intelligence but from a
sense of values. This was evident to Alfred Nobel, the Swedish tycoon
and explosives manufacturer. In his Will he stipulated that his prizes
should recognize idealistic tendencies. Alfred Nobel was right; science
does engender ‘idealistic tendencies’. 

“Why? Because the pursuit of discovery is shot through with idealism.
Discovery originates in the unsupported belief that the book of cre-
ation is open to being read. So deep is this idealism that many are
willing to devote the best years of their lives to the quest for discov-
ery, though the odds against success are huge…So, unless we recog-
nize that the future of each depends on the good of all, the coming
years will bring escalating conflict. But the recognition that science
has thrived on change could persuade us to realize that idealism is
the highest form of realism.”

Bruce Kidd,  OC  PhD
Enhancing human rights in the 
world of sport

It is Bruce Kidd’s good fortune to live behind
Oakwood Collegiate, where his bike ride to
work begins with a burst of downhill speed.
“It’s such a great feeling to go bombing

around that corner,” says Kidd, visualizing his
turn from Lauder Avenue to Regal Road, before Oakwood Avenue
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takes him to the bike path on Davenport Road. “There is the joy of
being alive, the joy of movement. If I’m lucky,” he adds, “I just fly
down and get the green light at the bottom, and I feel like, this is
going to be a great day!”

There have been many great days for Kidd, who grew up in the
Toronto Beaches neighborhood, became a record-holding middle-
 distance runner and played a pivotal role in the development of ama-
teur sports in Canada.  So Sandra Contenta sums up in the Toronto
Star, in May 2010: “His achievements, from enshrining the rights of
athletes to battling apartheid and improving access to sports are the
stuff of academic symposiums, like the one held in his honour at the
University of Toronto…”

“Bruce’s contribution was to create forces of gravity that changed
everything in Canadian sport,” said Victor Lachance, executive direc-
tor of the True Sport Foundation. “He’s about social change that
makes things better.”  He fears that the initiative for the Vancouver
Winter Olympics—where Canadian athletes were exhorted to ‘Own
the Podium’ to dominate in medal victories—has made matters
worse.  “You want to encourage everyone to aspire to be the very
best they can be,” Kidd says.  “But you don’t want to say that  ‘If
you’re not first in the Olympics, you’re a bum.’ ”

Bruce Kidd first gained public attention back in 1961 by winning 18
national senior track championships in Canada, the United States
and the United Kingdom. He followed this up winning a gold medal
in the six mile and bronze in the three mile events in the British
Empire and Commonwealth Games in 1962. He was also a member
of the 1964 Canadian Summer Olympic Team, competing in both
the 5,000 and 10,000 meter events.  In 1961 he was awarded the
Lou Marsh Trophy as Canadian Athlete for 1961. The Canadian Press
went one step further, awarding him the honour in both 1961 and
1962.

Kidd is also accomplished in the academic world. He is a Vice Presi-
dent of University of Toronto, Principal of the university’s Scarborough
Campus and a former Warden of Hart House. 

48



What sets Bruce Kidd apart from his colleagues has been his lead-
ership in the ongoing movement for enhancing human rights in
the world of sports; for example, on the issue of what athletes
wear when competing. Here is how the Toronto Star’s sports
columnists Dave Feschuk and Rick Westhead put it: “A former
Canadian Olympian and amateur sporting legend wants to make
the shadowy world of Olympic garment production more trans-
parent. A decade ago, Bruce Kidd led an effort that saw the U of T
join a watchdog group that demands its apparel partners disclose
the names and locations of factories where their clothing is made.
(It was the time of the infamous Bangladesh garment factory
 disaster, which claimed more than 1,100 lives).  ‘Olympic athletes’,
said Kidd, ‘represent the best values of youth and competition,
and athletes should not be competing or marching in uniforms
that exploit people, especially children.’ " Clara Hughes, one of
Canada’s highest profile Olympic athletes, was equally blunt:
“Canada is a great country and we stand for much more than slave
and child labour." 

Lachance credits Kidd with playing a key role in two major national
intiatives: the Canadian Sports Policy, and Physical Activity and
Sport Act, both in 2002. The Sport Act significantly enhanced the
rights of athletes by implementing a dispute resolution process.
“Until then, people didn’t even think about what athletes’ rights
might be,” Lachance says. “Bruce was always ahead of the curve. He
knew the sorts of things that were needed and brought them for-
ward in an intelligent and respectful way.”

The University of Toronto is now among several hundred universi-
ties that belong to the Workers’ Rights Consortium, strengthened
by the expressed views and action taken by Bruce Kidd. However, it
is  altogether likely that in the early mornings, as before, despite his
high office and multiple trophies, he’ll still be bombing around
Toronto street corners on his bike.
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Avie Bennett,  CC 
Entrepreneur and philanthropist

Abusinessman, publisher and philanthro-
pist, Avie Bennett is renowned for his
interest in social and cultural issues.  He
began his business career in shopping

centre development, one pioneered by his family.
In 1985 he purchased McClelland and Stewart,

rescuing it from financial disaster.  In the ensuing 14 years he nurtured
the company`s commitment to Canadian titles and authors, including
Leonard Cohen, Alice Munro, Margaret Atwood, Michael Ondaatje,
Robertson Davies and W.O. Mitchell, with an output of about 100 titles
a year.

Then in 1991 Bennett acquired Hurtig Publishers and the Canadian
Encyclopedia, and four years later, Tundra, a highly respected Montreal-
based publisher of children`s books.  In 2000 he again managed a
change of ownership, by developing a deal of selling 75 percent of
McClelland and Stewart`s publishing arm to the University of Toronto;
25 percent was sold to Random House Canada. Bennett also made it
possible to have the Canadian Encyclopedia digitized and it was subse-
quently donated to Historica Canada where it is available without
charge in English and French.

In another creative move Avie Bennett teamed up with Ed Broadbent,
co-chairing the privately funded Canadian Democracy and Corporate
Accountability Commission.  It called for greater accountability by the
private sector regarding standards of behaviour on human rights, the
environment and consumer protection. For this he was castigated by
some; for others, however, he was hailed as a protector and champion
of Canadian values and its best traditions.

Bennett is the Chancellor Emeritus of York University, President Emeri-
tus of the International Readings at Harbourfront, President Emeritus of
Historica Canada and former Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Art
Gallery of Ontario.  And does he endorse the statement on a nuclear
weapons convention?  “Of course! I am happy to have my name
included”, said Avie Bennett.
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Michel Bastarache,  CC  QC
Judge and former Justice of the
Supreme Court

This highly respected former Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court was
made a Companion of the Order
of Canada in 2009 in recognition

“for his lifelong commitment to the
 promotion of linguistic duality and the
protection of minority rights as a law
professor and a judge.”   When asked
why he endorsed the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral`s call for a nuclear weapons convention, he replied:

“Il est difficile pour la population générale de réaliser le danger que
présente les armes nucléaires. Il est aussi difficile d’intéresser la popula-
tion au besoin d’agir maintenant pour éliminer ou réduire le danger, vu
notamment la fin de la guerre froide et la fin des discussions concer-
nant l’équilibre des forces nucléaires entre l’ouest et l’Union soviétique.
Je désire pour ma part dire que je joins ma voix à ceux qui incitent
aujourd’hui notre gouvernement à appuyer le projet des Nations Unies
pour établir une convention pour éradication des armes nucléaires.”

In 1978, he joined the Université de Moncton as a law professor and
was Dean of the Law School from 1980 to 1983. The following year he
was the Director General for the Promotion of Official Languages in the
Department of the Secretary of State of Canada.

Judge Bastarache practiced law in Ottawa from 1985 to 1989.  From
1989 to 1994, he was the President and Chief Executive Officer of
Assumption Mutual Life in Moncton before being appointed to the
New Brunswick Court of Appeal in 1995. From there he was appointed
to the Supreme Court in 1997.   

Bastarache retired from the Supreme Court in 2008 and then joined
the Ottawa office of the Canadian law firm of Heenan Blaikie. When the
firm disbanded in 2014 he returned to private practice in Ottawa, one
in which he had been previously involved for a number of years.
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John O`Donnell,  CM 
Director of  ‘The Men of
the Deeps’

The musical director
of The Men of the
Deeps is John
 O’Donnell, Profes-

sor Emeritus and formerly
 Professor of Music at St.
Francis Xavier University
in Antigonish, Nova
 Scotia. For most of the
choir’s 48-year history
Professor O’Donnell has
been travelling almost
weekly to Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, where he rehearses the singing
miners—a round-trip distance of 485 kilometers. Under his leader-
ship the choir has produced four long-play record albums and four
compact disks, the latest being The Men of the Deeps—Forty Years
Young, which was released in the fall of 2007.

Since 1967, the choir has toured extensively throughout North
America earning a reputation for preserving in song the rich folk-
lore of the mining communities of Nova Scotia. The most recent
concert tours have brought the choir as far north as the Ekati
 diamond mines in Canada’s Northwest Territories, and as far south
as Alabama, Arizona, Florida and the Appalachian coal mining
 communities of Kentucky, Virginia and Pennsylvania. In September
2008, the miners were invited to perform in Las Vegas at the
 International Mine Expo Conference, where sold-out audiences
enjoyed their unique blend of songs and stories for six consecutive
nights.

In 1976 O’Donnell was responsible for arranging a concert tour of
the People`s Republic of China—the first time a Canadian cultural
ensemble visited Mainland China following renewal of diplomatic
relations between the two countries in 1972. Later, in 1999 at the
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request of Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs, the choir
 accompanied actress Vanessa Redgrave to Kosovo in the former
Republic of Yugoslavia where they performed on behalf of the
United Nations Children’s Fund.

To sing in the choir a man must have worked in a mine. The ages of
the men range from the mid-thirties to the upper-seventies. A special
sense of authenticity is given to the group by the presence of several
retired coal miners, who recall vividly the days when they were
looked upon as ‘second class’ citizens, forced to eke out a living min-
ing coal in hazardous conditions—their lives almost entirely depend-
ent upon the company.

The musical repertoire of the Men of the Deeps is gathered from
mining communities around the world.  Many of the group’s songs
are home grown, composed by contemporary Cape Breton bards, or
traditional songs that trace their roots to Celtic forebears in the 'old
country'.  Professor O’Donnell has become an expert on coal mining
songs in Canada, and published a major collection in 1992 entitled
And Now the Fields are Green: A Collection of Coal Mining Songs in
Canada.  His most recent publication, The Music of the Men of the
Deeps, was released in 2000.

The Men of the Deeps received a unique honor in May 2000, when
the University College of Cape Breton bestowed an honorary
 doctoral degree on the entire group in recognition of the choir’s
contribution to Cape Breton culture.  No stranger to the media,
the group has been featured on radio and television, and
appeared in two films produced by the National Film Board of
Canada.  The Ottawa Journal newspaper described the group’s
visit to China as “the best people-to-people exchange ever”.  Any-
one who attends a concert by The Men of the Deeps cannot help
but come away with the feeling that he or she has been touched
by a special breed of men.
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Ernest Frederick Roots,  OC 
Explorer, geologist, geophysicist

“Fred Roots should be a household
name”, as written by Nick Walker
in the June 2015 issue of the
Canadian Geographic magazine:

“There aren’t many Canadians alive today
who have a mountain named after them.
Sorry, make that an entire mountain
chain: Antarctica’s Roots Range was
dubbed in honour of this explorer, geolo-
gist, geophysicist and diplomat.

“Fred Roots, now 92, has been part of dozens of scientific expeditions
in the Arctic, Antarctic, Himalayas and Rockies—notably as Senior Geol-
ogist for the first international study of the southern polar region, the
famous Norwegian-British-Swedish Antarctic Expedition of 1949-52. A
few years later, he came up with the idea for the Polar Continental Shelf
Program, which collected, for Canada, the first solid data about its own
Arctic. 

“Then he helped write the Antarctic Treaty, the reason the entire conti-
nent has been set aside for peace and scientific research, and for 30-
plus years was Science Advisor to the Department of the Environment
(later Environment Canada). Even those already acquainted with him
may not know that he holds the record for the longest, unsupported
dogsled journey ever (189 days), and that once, when he was speaking
on continental drift at Princeton U, Albert Einstein sat in the front row!” 

The Antarctic Treaty and related agreements, collectively known as the
Antarctic Treaty System (ATS), regulates international agreements with
respect to that region. It was the first arms control agreement estab-
lished during the Cold War. For the purposes of the treaty system,
Antarctica is defined as all of the land and ice shelves south of 60°S lati-
tude. The treaty, which entered into force in 1961 and as of 2015 had 52
states parties, sets aside Antarctica as a scientific preserve, establishes
freedom of scientific investigation and bans military activity on that
continent. 
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Fred Roots is a man of many parts.  He is a Fellow of the Royal Canadian
Geographical Society and in 1979—while Science Advisor to the
Department of the Environment—was awarded the society’s Massey
Medal, which recognizes outstanding career achievement in the explo-
ration, development or description of the geography of Canada. Dr.
Roots was recognized:

For the whole of his work in a broad range of disciplines, and notably
in geology, geophysics and geography, embracing much of Arctic
North America, the Canadian Cordillera, the Himalayas, and Antarc-
tica, also his activities having to do with energy, natural resources
and the environment.

John Last,  OC  MD  FRCPC  
Epidemiologist

Born in Australia, John Last obtained his MD
in 1968 from the University of Adelaide. His
thesis on The Quality of General Practice
incorporated epidemiological studies

which he had carried out in Australia, the United
States and United Kingdom. He then undertook

five years of hospital-based training and five more years of general prac-
tice. He served as a ship’s surgeon for some time before further medical
practice and research in the United Kingdom, United States and Canada.

John Last has made substantive contributions to public health higher
education, especially in the public health reference literature, and to
clarifying related ethical issues. He has held academic posts at the uni-
versities of Sydney, Vermont and Edinburgh, and has been professor of
epidemiology and community medicine at the University of Ottawa.

Importance of the ‘Iceberg’
Perhaps his most enduring early contribution was a description of the
‘iceberg’, a common phenomenon in the natural history of disease,
where in only a relatively small proportion of cases of a given disease,
‘the tip of the iceberg’ comes to the attention of the health care system.
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The ‘submerged part’ goes undiagnosed and unreported. The propor-
tion of missed cases varies with the disease and its severity. This contri-
bution was incorporated and referenced by Jerry Morris, a mentor and
long-standing friend of Last, in his textbook on The Uses of Epidemiol-
ogy. Last led the International Epidemiological Association initiative to
develop guidelines on ethical conduct of epidemiological research,
practice and teaching. 

In recognition of lifetime achievements, he received the Duncan Clark
Award of the Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine in 1994;
the Abraham Lilienfeld Award of the American College of Epidemiology
in 1997; the highest honour of the Canadian Public Health Association
in 2006; and the Sedgewick Memorial Medal of the American Public
Health Association in 2008.

John Last is an honorary life member of the International Epidemiologi-
cal Association, American College of Epidemiology, American Public
Health Association, UK Society for Social Medicine, Royal Australasian
College of Physicians and British Medical Association. In addition to
endorsing negotiations for a nuclear weapons convention, he is also
strongly supportive of, and gives priority to, efforts to come to grips
with climate change in Canada and globally.

Corinne Gallant,  CM  PhD
Women's rights advocate and 
proud Acadian

Corinne Gallant is a professor emerita at the
University of Moncton, a proud Acadian and
a legend in the Canadian women’s move-
ment. She created one of Canada’s first

women’s studies courses, raising awareness
among her students of issues such as violence against Aboriginal and
Acadian women.

Dr. Gallant helped to establish the New Brunswick Advisory Council on
the Status of Women and was an active member from 1989 to 1994.
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She also contributed research to the Canadian Research Institute for
the Advancement of Women and published numerous articles—in Eng-
lish and for French minority groups, including Acadians.

Corinne Gallant served on the organizing committee for the first official
gathering of Acadian women, which took place in Memramcook in
1974. She was also the founding president of LES FAM, the first feminist
association in New Brunswick, the founding president of University of
Moncton’s Institut d’études et d’apprentissages féminins, and a member
of the board of Crossroads for Women, a shelter for women and children
fleeing abuse, from 1985 to 1988. She is the recipient of many awards,
including the Queen’s Jubilee Medal, as well as the Order of Canada. 

Corinne Gallant lives in Dieppe, New Brunswick. Her comments  on the
importance of a Nuclear Weapons Convention were brief and to the
point: “En effet, Il ne s’agit pas seulement d’en diminuer les stocks, mais
d’éliminer complètement ses engins de mort.”

Anthony Belcourt,  OC  LL.D 
Champion of the Métis

Anthony Belcourt was born in the Métis com-
munity of Lac Ste. Anne, Alberta. His career
as a Métis leader in Canada spans four
decades and continues to have a positive

influence for Métis, other Aboriginal nations across
Canada and indigenous peoples worldwide.

Belcourt was instrumental in forming the Native Council of Canada and
served as its founding president from 1971 to 1974. He succeeded in
convincing the Canadian government to include Métis and Non-Status
organizations in their newly announced core-funding program, which
up to then was exclusively for Status Indians.

He was president of the Native Council of Canada when it successfully
lobbied the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation to put into
place the ‘Rural and Native Housing Program’, with the goal to build
50,000 new homes in five years. In addition, a $1 million program for
emergency repair and residential rehabilitation, to improve the housing
conditions of Métis and Non-Status peoples, was also negotiated.
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Belcourt co-chaired a massive Aboriginal Rights Coalition of First
Nations, Métis and Inuit leadership who came together to lobby for the
reinstatement of the Aboriginal Rights clause. The lobby was successful
with the inclusion of clause S.35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. Bel-
court's efforts were instrumental in bringing about constitutional
recognition of existing Métis rights at the Supreme Court of Canada in
the case of R. v. Powley in 2003.

In 1993, Belcourt was instrumental in the formation of the Métis Nation
of Ontario (MNO), serving as founding president from 1994 until retir-
ing in 2007. The growth of the MNO is impressive, as illustrated by: the
MNO Nation Registry; the MNO Electoral Code, providing for province-
wide ballot-box elections; the elected councils for Métis women, Métis
youth and Métis veterans; the MNO Harvesting Policy and other activi-
ties that have earned the respect that has gained MNO its legitimacy. 

Belcourt’s work at the provincial level is complemented by an equally
determined effort at national and international levels. He was a mem-
ber of the Métis National Council’s Board of Governors, and the role
brought him to United Nations meetings and negotiations in Geneva
and New York regarding the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples. 

His responsibilities included representing the Métis Nation within the
Organization of American States (OAS). This enabled Belcourt to help
other indigenous peoples in Central and South America by promoting
partnerships with the Métis Nation. These relationships led to discus-
sions on trade and projects involving communications technologies, to
strengthen the recovery of the roots of indigenous peoples of the Amer-
icas, and their cultural, political, spiritual and economic well-being.

Belcourt was a member of the Governing Council of Trent University’s
PhD program in Native Studies, the first such degree program at any
university in Canada. He has served on many boards and advisory com-
mittees, including the Board of Governors of OCAD University (former
Ontario College of Art and Design) and the Institute on Governance. 

In 2006, Anthony Belcourt received a National Aboriginal Award for Pub-
lic Service; in 2010, an honorary LL.D from Lakehead University; and in

58



2013, he was appointed an Officer of the Order of Canada. Most impor-
tant of all, he says, he is the father of Métis painter Christi Belcourt,
graphic designer Suzanne Belcourt and filmmaker Shane Belcourt.

Christopher Barnes,  CM  PhD
Earth and ocean scientist

Christopher Barnes is a paleontologist/geolo-
gist who, over the past 15 years as Director
of NEPTUNE Canada, has directed the instal-
lation and operation of the world’s first

regional cabled ocean observatory. The cable is an
800 kilometre loop that extends to depths of

2,700 metres, with hundreds of sensors all linked to power and the
Internet. The observatory is designed to last for 30 years or more and
record the changes in ocean temperatures, among many other things,
over that wide area in response to climate change.

The observatory involves scores of scientists, a consortium of 12  Canadian
universities led by the University of Victoria, and many international
 scientists and collaborating institutions. The data will revolutionize ocean
sciences. Since the oceans control the world’s climate, then the rate of
change in these recorded temperatures will play a key role in the under-
standing of climate change.

The network of sensors extends from the British Columbian coast across
the northern part of the Juan de Fuca tectonic plate. The movement of
tectonic plates in the Pacific and the ability to predict earthquakes are of
particular interest to the people of Vancouver and Victoria.

Barnes’ research has covered multiple sciences: geology, paleontology,
stratigraphy, tectonics, paleocean-climate and ocean-observing sys-
tems. He has researched nearly 200 publications and 250 conference
abstracts, and although officially retired Barnes is anything but inactive.
He now chairs the United Nations’ Joint Task Force on the potential of
using submarine telecommunications cables for ocean and climate
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monitoring, as well as for giving warnings against disasters, such as
tsunamis and earthquakes.

During the previous ten years he has directed the School of Earth and
Ocean Sciences, as well as the Centre for Earth and Ocean Research at
the University of Victoria. Their agenda is daunting—global climate
change, earthquake hazards, greenhouse gas and ozone-level monitor-
ing, marine pollution and groundwater contamination.

Barnes has also served as president of the Geological Association of
Canada, member of the Canadian Geoscience Council and the Acad-
emy of Science of the Royal Society of Canada. He was a commissioner
of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission from 1996 to 2010, and on
the International Ocean Drilling Program, International Commission on
Stratigraphy and BC Science Council.  He is, in short, an essential mem-
ber of the Canadian watchdogs on climate change.

Nigel Fisher,  OC  OOnt  MSC
UN’s go-to-guy for the 
world’s trouble spots

Nigel Fisher has negotiated with gov-
ernments, rebel groups and interna-
tional military coalitions for
humanitarian access to civilians dur-

ing armed conflict, for release of children cap-
tured by armed groups, and to advocate for respect of international
humanitarian standards, human rights and the rule of law.  Fisher has
dedicated the greater part of his career to the protection of civilians in sit-
uations of armed conflict and has been active in the  development of
international norms to promote gender equality and access to health
care, and to counter child labour, as well as of conflict-related standards
around the rights of the child and anti-personnel landmines. In the late
1990s, he was an advisor to Canada’s foreign minister on children
affected by armed conflict. 
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He has a long history of leadership amidst appalling conflict, social injus-
tice and humanitarian disaster situations with the United Nations and its
partners, from war-torn Mozambique to post-genocide Rwanda, Jordan
and Iraq during and after the first Gulf War, plus the West Bank/Gaza,
Yemen, Afghanistan, Haiti and, most recently, Syria. In such situations,
says Fisher, any leader of a humanitarian mission must be flexible, non-
judgmental, optimistic, keep cool and be quick on one’s feet.

A former United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, he was, until
August 2014, the UN’s Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria
Crisis. For the UN after the devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti, Fisher
initially led the Post Disaster Needs Assessment team, before becoming
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, overseeing humanitarian and
recovery initiatives. He occupied a similar position in Afghanistan in the
years after 9/11, overseeing post-Taliban humanitarian, recovery and
reconstruction operations. Fisher is a former President and CEO of
UNICEF Canada, during which time he gave priority to education of
young Canadians on global development, and to research on the
depths of child poverty and health inequities among First Nations chil-
dren.

Nigel Fisher was awarded Canada’s Meritorious Service Cross for his
leadership of UNICEF in Rwanda in the immediate aftermath of the
1994 genocide and is a past recipient of the Pearson Peace Medal. He
holds an honorary LL.D degree from McMaster University, his alma
mater.

Currently, as Chief Operating Officer for Allied BioScience Canada, as
well as Senior Adviser for The KonTerra Group, Fisher continues to focus
on the increasingly complex crises facing the world’s most vulnerable,
and on changes required in humanitarian preparedness and response.

“Nigel is a sublime humanitarian and multilateralist: tough, principled,
creative, compassionate and indomitable,” said Stephen Lewis, Canada’s
former UN ambassador and a leading humanitarian in the fight against
HIV/AIDS.  He’s served in the hottest of hot spots, and never wavered.
He does Canada proud.” 
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Marie-Marthe Aldéa Landry, CM  PC  QC
Businesswoman, public servant, lawyer 

Aldéa Landry is a lawyer and business
woman who was a civil servant with the
New Brunswick Department of Justice,
and a legal practitioner in a law firm that

she co-founded. She was also a cabinet minister
and Deputy Premier of New Brunswick in the gov-

ernment of Premier Frank McKenna. Landry was the first Acadian
woman in the Cabinet. 

Aldéa Landry is president of Landal Inc., a consulting firm based in Monc-
ton, offering integrated services in organizational and business develop-
ment and in international cooperation. She is also vice-president of
Diversis Inc., a consulting firm specializing in immigration and diversity.

Landry is recognized for her involvement in the community and in busi-
ness, and is a relentless advocate and supporter of women and of edu-
cation, seeing this as the best social and economic equalizer. A former
chair of the Atlantic Provinces Economic Council—the first woman to
occupy that position—she was a member of the board of directors of
the Bank of Canada and the Security Intelligence Review Committee.
From 1991-1993, Landry co-chaired the New Brunswick Commission on
Excellence in Education and is the co-author of its two reports: Schools
for a New Century and To Live and Learn.

She presently sits on the board of directors of several corporations, as
well as international, national and community organizations including
the Shaw Group Ltd., Bragg Group of Companies, Desjardins General
Insurance Group, Moosehead Breweries Ltd., Care Canada, Thunder Bay
Regional Research Institute, Wind Energy Institute of Canada, Accredita-
tion Canada and Canadian University of Dubai. Landry was also a mem-
ber of the Governor General’s Advisory Committee of the Order of
Canada, and is Chancellor of Université Sainte-Anne of Nova Scotia.

Appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1987 and to the Privy Council of Canada
in 2005, she was awarded the Order of Canada in 2006 and the Order of
Moncton in 2014, and received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Medal in 2012. She holds honorary doctorate degrees from four univer-

62



sities, and is the recipient of the Prix Murielle Fergusson Award created
by the Greater Moncton Chamber of Commerce to recognize outstand-
ing women in business and leadership roles.  Aldéa Landry was named
one of the top 100 Most Powerful Women in Canada by the Women’s
Executive Network, and in 2013, she was inducted into the New
Brunswick Business Hall of Fame.

Jeffrey Skoll,  OC   
The billionaire who’s giving it all away!

“The world is a vast and complicated place
and it needs each of us doing all we can to
ensure a brighter tomorrow for future
generations. Conrad Hilton said that it is

the duty of successful people to give back to the
society from which their success was derived… 

I feel lucky to have been able to pursue my dreams and I hope that my
contributions will in some small way lead to a sustainable world of
peace and prosperity.” 

—Jeffrey Skoll in his Giving Pledge

Excerpts from an article in The Globe and Mail, 18 June 2012, by Tavia
Grant:

“Two weeks ago, an unusual crowd gathered at the Baccara, a tony
beach-front resort and spa in Santa Barbara, California—three
dozen billionaires who had pledged to give away most of their
money.  However, many weren’t quite sure how to do it. So, as the
rich and famous looked on, including Ted Turner and Warren
 Buffett, a scruffy, unassuming guy who grew up playing hockey in
Montreal and pumping gas in Toronto, offered some tips.

“Jeffrey Skoll is a dot.com legend. As past president of eBay Inc.,
and its first full-time employee, he became a billionaire when
the iconic online auction house went public in 1998. He left
three years later to put his new fortune—and creative energy—
to good use. 
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“...he was at the Baccara not to discuss traditional philanthropy—
billionaires know how to write cheques—but to outline some-
thing much more challenging: ‘Impact investing’—channeling
funds into projects that yield a tangible social benefit as well as
financial returns.

“Mr. Skoll is the only Canadian among 81 billionaires to sign the
Giving Pledge in the two years since Bill Gates and Mr. Buffett
called on the super-rich to stop hoarding their wealth. He has
already parted with half of his net worth, and expects 95 per cent
to be gone when he is done.

“He is the founder and chairman of the Skoll Foundation ... He
also founded Participant Media in 2004 with the belief that a
story well told has the power to inspire and compel social
change.  Participant’s films [which include An Inconvenient Truth
and Countdown to Zero] are accompanied by social action and
advocacy campaigns to engage people on the issues addressed
by the films. Skoll has served as Executive Producer on more
than 45 films [as of January 2014]...

“In 2009, Skoll founded the Skoll Global Threats Fund, whose initial
focus is on five global issues that, if unchecked, could bring the
world to its knees: climate change, water scarcity, pandemics,
nuclear proliferation and Middle East conflict.

“Through his philanthropic work at the Skoll Global Threats
Fund, Skoll served as an early supporter and advisor to Global
Zero, with its goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. Skoll
continues his support for nuclear nonproliferation today
through partnership with the U.S. Ploughshares Fund, focusing
both on a peaceful resolution to the Iran Nuclear Threat and
(along with the Carnegie Corporation and MacArthur and
Hewlett Foundations) working on driving new ideas and new
players into the non-proliferation field through a new donor
innovation collaborative, called N Square."
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Rina Arseneault,  CM   MSW  
Educator on family violence issues

Rina Arseneault is the Associate Director of
the Muriel McQueen Fergusson Centre for
Family Violence Research at the University
of New Brunswick. She received her Mas-

ters in Social Work from the Université de Monc-
ton and is a Registered Social Worker in the

Province of New Brunswick.

Rina is recognized as an activist and educator on issues related to fam-
ily violence, intimate partner violence and violence against women and
children. She has worked with a large number of community-based
organizations, individual researchers, government agencies, the media
and victims of violence. 

She contributed to the development of the Certificate in Family Violence
Issues, an eight-course program offered at the University of New
Brunswick, and also taught courses in the program. She has organized
and coordinated numerous research efforts, training and educational
events and workshops.

Alongside all this public work, she is very family-oriented, loving noth-
ing better than spending time with her husband , children and five
beautiful grandchildren.

Daniel Ish,  OC  LL.B  
Legal chief adjudicator

Professor Emeritus Daniel Ish became an
Officer in the Order of Canada in Decem-
ber 2013 for his commitment to social
 justice, notably as the former chief

 adjudicator of the Indian Residential Schools
Adjudication Secretariat.

Ish spent more than 30 years with the College of Law at the University
of Saskatchewan, starting as a faculty member in 1975. He served as
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Dean from 1982 to 1988, and was Acting Dean twice in the 1990s and
2000s. He is a member of the law societies of Alberta and Saskatch -
ewan, and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1991.

He taught tax law and alternative dispute resolution, and his research
focused on harassment and privacy in the workplace. In 2001 he joined
the University of Saskatchewan’s Centre for the Study of Cooperatives.
There he worked on international cooperative development, coopera-
tive law and labour relations issues relevant to co-ops. He also served as
the director of the centre.

Ish said that seeing abuse survivors being compensated was a highlight
of the job with the Indian Residential Schools Adjudication Secretariat.
The Secretariat trains and oversees more than 100 adjudicators who pre-
side over the confidential compensation hearings with claimants and
their lawyers. 

“The adjudication side runs very well”, Ish said. “The roughest side is the
job that fell to me”, referring to the task of monitoring private lawyers
involved in the process. No other parties to the settlement took respon-
sibility, noting the Assembly of First Nations was interested but lacked
the resources to do it.

“And going after lawyers who take advantage of a lax system hasn’t been
any fun”, he said. “It’s been totally negative.” There was nothing written into
the agreement about monitoring or regulating lawyers, nor was it part of
his job description. But he said it would be part of the job of his successor.

Ish has returned to his labour law practice. He also sits on various
boards, including one that regulates the finance industry in Canada.

Valdy Horsdal,  OC
Folk singer-songwriter

From an article by Mike Devlin, in The Times-
Colonist, Victoria, British Columbia, on October
8, 2013:  “Valdy was engaged in an activity
Tuesday morning that has eaten up a large

portion of his 40-year career: driving! The storied
singer-songwriter was in the process of driving
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between Alberta and BC when I caught up with him by phone. Having just
finished a string of sold-out shows in Alberta, he was heading back in the
direction of the Salt Spring property that has been in his family since 1941.

“Valdy talked excitedly about his performance Saturday at the Univer-
sity of Victoria. By his count, Valdy has played an average of 200 shows a
year for 40 years—approximately 8,000 concerts in all.  ‘I enjoy it still’, he
says. ‘I like to make music and I can’t make it sitting still in one place for
very long’.  When asked why he left Ottawa where he was born and
raised, he replied: ‘I chose to leave because I got the wanderlust. I
landed on the West coast—this place is as close to the ‘promised land’
as it gets. Salt Spring Island, however, is a weird combination of human-
ity; it’s a difference of opinion surrounded by water!’

“A master at weaving stories and tales of life, love and battles won and
lost, Valdy Horsdal is a gifted wordsmith with an intuitive ability to
reveal the finest and most intricate nuances of everyday life. On stage,
audiences are privy to a rare and intimate look into the life and soul of a
Canadian legend, whose genuine kindness and humility allows the
audience to share a connection rarely bridged between artist and fan.

“When asked if he would do a benefit concert for Canadians for a
Nuclear Weapons Convention, he said:  ‘I am a musician, one of the
other 99 percent, living month to month with the kind assistance of
some pension funds. Yes, I am willing to perform for the cause [of
nuclear disarmament], just taking the expenses for myself.’  When he
was asked what rule all of us should abide by he replied by citing the
Golden Rule: ‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.’
Over the years, Valdy has got pretty good at doing just that.”

Ewan Affleck,  OC  MD   
Pioneered NWT's electronic
medical records system 

Dr. Ewan Affleck writes: “I am Ewan Affleck,
a General Practitioner, and I live and work
in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. The
North is a remarkable place for those of

us who have come to call it home. I’ve been here
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20 years and it’s a privilege as a Canadian to get to know the North. It’s
a big part of our national identity, but many [Canadians] never get here.

“The health care system globally is under stress. In the North we are in a
bit of a fish bowl, which presents us with opportunities to be creative
and to try to find solutions. We have this huge place—this vast territory
with 42,000 people in 33 remote communities—and we have to pro-
vide some measure of equitable, efficient and safe health care. That’s a
difficulty, a challenge and a gift, all at the same time.

“Last year, over a quarter of the population of the Northwest Territories
were physically moved for health care purposes. That drives massive
cost. We are moving people over long distances when what we need to
do is share information over those same distances.”

The Yellowknife doctor, with an aversion to technology, was appointed
to the Order of Canada for his pioneer work on the NWT’s electronic
medical records system. Affleck told the Northern Journal that the inspi-
ration behind the electronic system was born out of necessity rather
than a knack, or even an interest, in computers.

“I’m really bad at working with computers.”  He added, “My interests
were more in literature and music, but the lesson in life is that you
 follow your passion. There are cool things that happen every day and if
you follow [them], sometimes it can lead you to a better place, So that’s
sort of my story.”

When the doctor and his family arrived in Yellowknife, he began run-
ning a weekly medical clinic at the women’s shelter. Because the paper
charts of medical treatment records could not be kept at the shelter,
every week Affleck would haul an old airline trolley full of charts down
Franklin Avenue to and from his office. “I was the highest paid filing
clerk in the Northwest Territories,” he joked.

Eventually he got more boxes and needed a bigger trolley. “I said, ‘This
is crazy, I need to get electronic charts.’ That’s where it all started.”
Affleck threw himself into the work to create a territorial Electronic
Medical Record (EMR) system, which would link all medical agencies in
the territory, no matter how far away, to give them access to a patient’s
file. “Whether you are in Fort Smith or Ulakhaktok or wherever and you
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have kidney failure, you can have your nephrologist in Edmonton fol-
lowing your results and your blood pressure. You can have the intern in
Yellowknife and the GP in Fort Smith,” Affleck explained. “They can then
work together to ensure your case is good and it’s not dependent on
shipping you around.”

Today, Dr Affleck continues to work on the EMR system with his coun-
terparts in the NWT, to collect records from all territorial residents. He
said the NWT is the ideal place to create a unified system for a plethora
of reasons. “We are in a better position to have everyone agree to work
together, There are structural differences here compared to the prov -
inces and even other territories that allow us to collaborate more. The
North is a special place and I think it affords us opportunities to be
 creative with ideas. If you have an idea here, certainly I’ve been able to
have a creative outlet, and that’s probably the biggest gift.”

Veronica Tennant,  CC  D.Litt  LL.D
A lifetime in the arts 

Prima Ballerina with the National Ballet of
Canada for 25 years, Veronica Tennant
won hearts and accolades for her
 dramatic talents dancing with such lumi-

naries as Erik Bruhn, Rudolf Nureyev and
Mikhail Baryshnikov. Since 1989 she has gar-

nered acclaim as a filmmaker, speaker, writer and producer/director,
winning several awards, including the International Emmy Award.
Most recently, she conceived and directed an original multidiscipli-
nary theatrical work, NIÁGARA~ A Pan-American Story, commis-
sioned by PANAMANIA, the Arts and Culture Festival of the 2015 Pan
Am and Parapan Am Games in Toronto; it premiered in July to great
acclaim.

She has created an extensive list of programs onstage and for televi-
sion. Vida y Danza, Cuba (2008), screened at the Luminato Festival, was
invited to the Havana Film Festival and telecast on Bravo!—garnering
two Gemini Nominations as Best Director and Best Performing Arts
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Program. In 2008 her documentary Finding Body and Soul was broad-
cast on the CBC and won the 2009 Silver World Medal in Arts in the
New York Television and Film Festival. Her documentary Celia Franca –
Tour de Force aired on Bravo!, and was named the best Dance Film of
2006 by the Toronto Star. 

In 2007, Veronica Tennant  was Movement Director/Choreographer
for the theatrical adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s The Penelopiad, a
collaboration between the UK’s Royal Shakespearean Company and
Canada’s National Arts Centre. As an actor she performed with Tim-
othy Findley in a national tour of The Piano Man’s Daughter, and in
On the Town at the Shaw Festival. She has written two children’s
books and served as Canada’s National Ambassador for UNICEF
since 1992.

Born in England, Tennant says she had a “visceral, physical reaction to
music early on.  I was this little whirling dervish in our living room in
London anytime music was on”, she says. She started taking ballet les-
sons at age 4, something she urged after the family relocated to
Toronto. “We didn’t even have furniture, we weren’t really settled and
within a week I was ensconced in ballet”, she laughs.

Following her dancing career, Tennant explored new creative areas. "I
had been televised or filmed so much myself as a dancer,” she explains,
“I remember the passion I poured into it and I didn’t always feel that it
translated well across the small screen to the viewer.  My whole premise
as I started that side of my career was to penetrate what the impulses
are, and also take away from the over-reverential delivery of dance.  You
have to know the rules to break them.”

Tennant formed her own production company in 1997, and in 2005 set
a record with 8 awards at the Yorkton Film Festival for Shadow Pleasures
which she made in collaboration with Michael Ondaatje. “Now I pro-
duce what I want to direct”, she says.

Tennant has always been passionate about dispelling the pervading
perception that the performing arts are elitist. She also emphasizes the
essential art of collaboration during her many keynote speeches. “You
develop these tools particularly in classical ballet because you are not
an island unto yourself … you commit to the collective.” It’s an impor-
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tant message for anyone who wants to pursue the arts, she believes.
She strives to share this and, as anyone who has seen her film work
understands, to feel it. 

Veronica Tennant’s honours include the Walter Carsen Prize for Excel-
lence in the Performing Arts, the Governor General’s Performing Arts
Award for Lifetime Achievement, and honorary doctorates from the uni-
versities of Brock, York, Simon Fraser, Toronto and McGill. She has been
inducted into Canada's Walk of Fame, and in 2003, she was promoted
from Officer to Companion of the Order of Canada.  

Toronto Star journalist Barbara Turnbull once wrote: “Life still keeps
Veronica Tennant on her toes. Twenty years after withdrawing as one of
Canada’s most revered and accomplished prima ballerinas true retire-
ment is not on her agenda. 'I think it’s so important for us to train—if it
doesn’t come naturally to us—a curiosity, a desire to explore',” Tennant
said, whose filmography as a writer, director and producer is as long
and impressive as her dance card.

And when asked whether she wished to endorse negotiations for a
nuclear weapons convention she answered with just five words, in two
languages: “Absolument, oui. Count me in!”  

Alex Neve,  OC  LL.M 
An eloquent and powerful voice 
for justice and human rights

Robert Alexander Neve is a Canadian
human rights activist and the Secretary
General of Amnesty International
Canada. Born in Calgary, Neve received

bachelor degrees in commerce (1984) and law
(1987) from Dalhousie University.  A few years later he went to  England
to study international human rights law, receiving a master of law
degree from the University of Essex in 1991.  A member of Amnesty
International (AI) since the mid-1980s, Neve became  Secretary General
of AI Canada in 2000. 
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Here is how the Huffington Post’s interviewer, Samuel Getachew,
described the importance of Amnesty International in the world and
the man who heads the organization in Canada:

“In Canada and abroad, Amnesty International has been an eloquent
and powerful voice when it comes to human rights. The Secretary Gen-
eral of the Canadian branch since 2000, Alex Neve, has been a strong
advocate for human rights for decades. An Officer of the Order of
Canada, Neve’s passion has taken him to places as diverse as Mexico,
Ghana, Zimbabwe, Sudan and Colombia. He reflects on the historic
legacy of the AI movement, as well as some of its current efforts, and
finally gives advice to Canada’s youth on how they can emulate such a
powerful contribution to human rights—here at home and abroad.

Q1: AI has had a long history fighting for human rights around the world.
Tell me about its history.

Neve:  “Almost 52 years ago, one man, a lawyer in London, learned of the
injustices suffered by two Portuguese students who, during a time of
cruel military rule in that country, had been sent to prison simply
because they dared to stand up in a Lisbon cantina and raise their glasses
of wine in a toast to freedom. And that man, Peter Benenson, felt out-
rage.  Approximately 52 years later, Amnesty International is the result.

“Because he was convinced that he was not alone in feeling that sense
of outrage Benenson knew that, not just a handful, but legions of peo-
ple right around the world, would share that same sense. He set out to
harness that collective sense of anger in the face of injustice. He was
sure it could become a driving, irresistible force for change and for jus-
tice. Today. AI has become more than 3 million women, men and youth
on every continent—more than 80,000 across Canada.

Q2. Tell me about some of the work in which AI is currently involved, more
specifically in Africa. 

Neve:  “Today we are working to address serious human rights chal-
lenges in numerous African nations, including Côte d’Ivoire, where I
spent several weeks carrying out front line research into that country’s
ongoing human rights violations; also in current hot spots such as
Sudan/South Sudan, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

72



“We are currently concerned about particular human rights challenges
that arise in many African countries. They include the rights of women
and the role played by companies. We have highlighted the responsibil-
ity Shell has for serious human rights violations in the Niger Delta, for
example. The human rights violations of poverty are so evident in the
continent’s many instances of forced evictions, and the need to more
effectively tackle the impunity that has long shielded Africa’s human
rights violators from facing justice. Action is the only option.

Q3. Please share with me some of the successes of AI’s work.

Neve: “For 50 years AI activists have been speaking out. They have written
letters, organized public events, met with MPs, circulated petitions, set up
Facebook pages, and so much more. And it makes a difference; we hear that
all the time. We know that countless prisoners of conscience have been
released, people spared from torture or executions; planned forced evic-
tions called off—because people around the world took the time to write a
letter and demand that rights be protected. Amnesty activism also leads to
bigger changes—new laws and institutions being set up to better protect
human rights.  AI activists were central to the campaign, for instance, that
finally led governments to agree to create the International Criminal Court,
which is now holding trials to ensure that some of the world’s worst human
rights violators are held accountable for their terrible crimes.

Q4. Tell me some of the efforts of AI that need the urgent support of  Canadians.

Neve:  “All of our work needs support from Canadians. Around the
world, governments care about what Canada and Canadians have to
say about human rights, and what they think about their countries. We
have been worried that in recent years the government has given less
and less attention and priority to concerns in Africa. We need to speak
out and press for that to be turned around. African human rights con-
cerns need to be a top concern, not secondary.

“We also need to turn our attention closer to home, because we have
many human rights shortcomings ourselves. The rights of indigenous
people in Canada are still subject to ongoing and very serious viola-
tions. We have major problems as well when it comes to the operations
of some of our mining and other extractive companies in other parts of
the world, certainly including Africa.”
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Lorna Crozier,  OC  D.Litt  D.HumL  FRSC
Poet and professor

Lorna Crozier was born in Swift Current,
Saskatchewan in 1948,  She received a BA
at the University of Saskatchewan and an
MA at the University of Alberta. Before

publishing her poems and stories, Crozier was
a high school English teacher and guidance

counsellor. From 1991 to 2013 she was a professor in the Depart-
ment of Writing at the University of Victoria. Several of her students
have gone on to great acclaim, including one who won the 2014
Governor General’s Award for the major project she worked on with
Crozier during her graduate program. 

She also taught creative writing at the Banff School of Fine Arts,
Saskatchewan Summer School of the Arts and Sechelt Summer Writing
Festival. As well, Crozier has served as writer-in-residence at the Cypress
Hills Community College in 1983, Regina Public Library and University
of Toronto in 1989.

Crozier has authored 18 books which typically focus on human relation-
ships, the natural world, language, memory and perception. Alongside
husband Patrick Lane, Crozier has co-authored No Longer Two People
(1979), and co-edited Breathing Fire: Canada’s new poets (1995), Breathing
Fire 2 (2004) and Addicted: Notes from The Belly of the Beast, a collection of
essays by writers brave enough to share their stories of addiction.

Her 2009 memoir Small Beneath the Sky, which reveals the alcohol and
poverty that surrounded her as a child, won the Hubert Evans award for
the best work of nonfiction by a BC writer. It was listed as one of the
Globe & Mail’s Top 100 Books of the Year and in 2014 was included on
Amazon’s list of one hundred books one must read in a lifetime.

Crozier has received a Governor General’s Award, BC Lieutenant Governor
Lifetime Award, Kloppenberg Award for Literary Excellence, Canadian
Authors’ Association Award, National Magazine Award and First Prize in a
National CBC Literary Competition. She also received the University of
Victoria’s Distinguished Professors Award, as well as five honorary doctor-
ates, the most recent from McGill and Simon Fraser universities.

74



Crozier has given various benefit readings for organizations such as the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Wintergreen Studios,
Land Conservancy of British Columbia, Victoria READ Society and a
group devoted to helping sex-trade workers.  She has read her poetry
on every continent other than Antarctica, and in May 2005 Lorna
Crozier recited a poem for Queen Elizabeth II as part of Saskatchewan’s
Centennial Celebration.

One of the 17 books of poetry most treasured is The Blue Hour of the
Day: Selected Poems. In The New York Times Review of the book Ursula
K. LeGuin called Crozier a “marvelous Canadian poet, story teller, truth-
teller, visionary.”  Crozier feels her latest book, The Wild in You, a
 collaboration with renowned nature photographer Ian McAllister, is
particularly relevant to this campaign.

Lorna Crozier and Patrick Lane are two of the Order of Canada recipi-
ents who endorsed the UN Secretary-General’s appeal for a nuclear
weapons convention.  When asked if they would contribute a poem on
the dawning of the perilous nuclear age, both agreed and did so,
almost overnight.

Called A Brief Case History of Necessity, Crozier's poem recalls the
urgency which was felt by some to develop a nuclear bomb before the
Nazis did, the successful first test in the desert called ‘Trinity’ and the
central role played by nuclear scientist Robert Oppenheimer:
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And the equation creates a future
Where no one measures roentgens,
Rads and rems, and half-life simply means
An early frost in someone’s garden.

If one of Oppenheimer’s students,
Most who worshipped him long after,
Had sent him as a gift
A jar of honey from these very bees
And he put a spoonful in his mouth,
He would have said—
Pausing for a beat—
What he said as that deadly
Second sun arose and ruptured
Above the desert near Socorro,
“It worked!”

A certain kind of bee
Grew a longer tongue
So it could reach the stamens
Set deep in the narrow throat
Of a certain kind of flower.

Why does it come to me now,
This bit of natural history,
When I’m thinking of Oppenheimer’s
Trinity, the brilliant and terrible Death
The human mind created
And deemed a must?

Inarguably, the Apis millifera
Responded to the flower’s need;
To that, add hunger—for nectar—



Roméo Dallaire,  OC  CMM  GOQ  MSC  CD
The general who stood alone 

Lieutenant-General Roméo Dallaire is a Cana-
dian humanitarian, author and retired sena-
tor and general. Dallaire served as Force
Commander of UNAMIR, the ill-fated United

Nations peacekeeping force for Rwanda in 1993
and 1994, and attempted to stop the genocide

that was being waged by Hutu extremists against Tutsis and Hutu mod-
erates.  Dallaire is the founder of the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldiers Initia-
tive,  a Senior Fellow at the Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human
Rights Studies at Concordia University, and co-director of the Will to
Intervene project that released a policy recommendation report, Mobiliz-
ing the Will to Intervene: Leadership and Action to prevent Mass Atrocities.

In late 1993, Dallaire received his commission as the Brigadier-General
of UNAMIR and UNOMUR, whose goal was to assist in the implementa-
tion of the Arusha Accords. The UN attempted to negotiate with the
Hutu in the Rwandan army and Juvenal Habyarimana, who was Presi-
dent at the time, and with the Tutsi represented by the rebel comman -
der, Paul Kagame, who is now the President of Rwanda.  When Dallaire
arrived in Rwanda, his mandate was to monitor and assist in the imple-
mentation of the Accords during a transitional period and set up the
Broad Based Transitional Government. 

There were early signs that something was amiss when on 22 January
1994, a French DC8 aircraft landed in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda,
loaded with ammunition and weapons for the Rwandan Armed Forces
(FAR). FAR, in fact, was the Hutu army under Habyarimana’s control.
Through an informant, Dallaire learned that these weapons were to be
used for an attack on the Tutsis after the Belgians would have been
forced to withdraw by violence orchestrated by the Interahamwe. 

Despite his telegram to the UN on 11 January warning of impending
massacres, Dallaire was not permitted to seize the weapons, deemed to
be an action beyond his UN mandate. The Chief of Staff of the Rwandan
army told Dallaire that the UN was not allowed to detain the shipment,
and displayed paperwork showing that the weapons had been sent by
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Belgium, Israel, France, UK, Netherlands and Egypt.  In addition to the
arms deliveries, troops from the Rwandan government began checking
identity cards which identified individuals as Hutus or Tutsis.  These cards
would later allow Hutu militias to identify their victims with accuracy.

Following the murder of 10 members of the 2nd Commando Battalion
(Belgium) on 7 April, the Belgian troops, whom Dallaire considered best
equipped, were withdrawn. Dallaire consolidated his contingent of Cana-
dian, Ghanaian, Tunisian and Bangladeshi soldiers in urban areas and
focused on providing areas of “safe control” in and around Kigali. Most of
Dallaire’s efforts were to defend specific areas where he knew Tutsis to be
hiding. His staff, including the UN’s unarmed observers, often relied on its
UN credentials to save Tutsis, heading off Interahamwe attacks even
while being outnumbered and outgunned. Dallaire’s actions are credited
with directly saving the lives of 32,000 persons.  Due to casualties, all but
450 Ghanaian troops were immediately withdrawn and only Canada pro-
vided 11 staff officers to help rebuild his mission HQ.

As the massacre progressed and press accounts of the genocide grew,
the UN Security Council backtracked on its position and voted to estab-
lish UNIDIR II, with a strength of 5,500 men.  But it was not until early
July, when Rwandan Patriotic Front troops under Kagame swept into
Kigali, that the genocide ended.

As revealed through testimony at the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda, the genocide was brutally efficient, lasting for a total of 100
days and leading to the murder of 800,000 Tutsi and Hutu moderates.
As well, over 4 million people were displaced internally or in neighbour-
ing countries.

Life after Rwanda 
Upon his return to Canada, Dallaire was appointed to two simultaneous
commands in September 1994.  In 1998 he was promoted to Lieuten -
ant-General and assigned to Assistant Deputy Minister (Human
Resources – Military); and in 1999, after over six months of sick leave,
appointed Special Adviser to the Chief of the Defence Staff.

Dallaire suffers from post-traumatic stress disorder and in 2000 he was
released medically from the Canadian Armed Forces. He is an outspo-
ken supporter of raising awareness for veterans’ mental health.  He him-
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self lives with the agony of his memories. In an interview conducted for
a documentary by PBS Frontline, The Ghosts of Rwanda, Dallaire said
“Rwanda will never ever leave me. It’s in the pores of my body. My soul
is in those hills; my spirit is with the spirits of all those people who were
slaughtered and killed that I know of, and many whom I didn’t know.”

Because of what he has endured, Roméo Dallaire must be considered
one of the great Canadians of our time. A documentary film entitled
Shake Hands with the Devil: The Journey of Roméo Dallaire, adapted from
his 2003 Governor General non-fiction literary award book, earned 12
Genie Award nominations, and in September 2007 won the Emmy
Award for outstanding documentary with the Documentary Channel.
CBC’s The Greatest Canadian program saw Dallaire voted in 16th
place—the highest rated military figure.

In January 2005, Dallaire was appointed to the Canadian Senate.  Of all the
positive actions he supported, one  is particularly noteworthy.  In a motion
put before the Senate on 6 June 2010, Senators Hugh Segal and Nancy
Ruth supported the UN Secretary-General’s call for a nuclear weapons
convention. Senator Dallaire not only supported the motion but added an
important amendement, which "encourages the Government of Canada
to deploy a major world-wide Canadian diplomatic initiative in support of
preventing nuclear proliferation and increasing the rate of nuclear disar-
mament.”  The amended motion was then forwarded to the House of
 Commons, where on 7 December 2010 it was passed unanimously. 

And so the struggle continues.

Edward Burtynsky, OC 
Photographer

“We took what we needed from the
Earth and this is what we left behind.
That is the informational layer of my
work, but there is also a political 

layer and an autobiographical one.”

Edward Burtynsky produces large-scale, richly-
coloured prints of exquisite and breathtaking
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detail. He has become well-known for his documentation of industrial
sites around the world. He reveals disturbingly sublime landscapes cre-
ated through the industrialization of the earth; through these images he
raises environmental and ethical questions regarding the alteration and
sustainability of our natural resources. For Burtynsky, the effects on our
planet of heavy industry become monuments of civilization, records of
human activity and markers of history—the ruins of modern times.

Burtynsky grew up in St. Catharines, Ontario where his activities as a pho-
tographer began when he was eleven years old. With the guidance of his
father, he set up a darkroom in his parents’ basement, and in the early
1980s earned a BA in Photography and Media Studies from Ryerson Poly-
technical Institute. In his youth Burtynsky also worked on the assembly
lines of Ford and General Motors, and as a miner in Northern Ontario. 

For a decade he photographed quarries—abandoned and active—in
Ontario, Quebec, Vermont and Italy, using large format 4"x 5" and 8”x10”
view cameras. The 1996 series Tailings documents the colourful
residue of nickel and uranium mining production that cuts through
the landscapes of Sudbury and Elliot Lake. In 1997, he turned his inter-
est to recording the scrap yards of Hamilton where metal garbage is
crushed and bundled for recycling. Burtynsky also created a series
based on tire piles, producing large format landscapes that ‘monumen-
talize’ the enormous scale of human consumption of natural resources.
Through his work he hopes to captivate the viewer with images of
industrialization that reflect on the history of art and photography
while drawing attention to the troubling aspects of industrial progress,
and its residue.

Burtynsky founded and directs Toronto Image Works, a full-service cus-
tom photographic digital imaging lab, and Think2Thing, a state of the
art 3D printing facility. While he continues to live in and work around
Toronto, his photographic projects take him across the globe in search
of industrial landscapes. He is creating a substantial series of book,
exhibition and film projects that have won him international acclaim.
His distinctions include the TED Prize, Outreach award at the Rencon-
tres d’Arles, Roloff Beny Book award and Rogers Best Canadian Film
Award. He sits on the board of directors for CONTACT: Toronto’s Interna-
tional Photography Festival and the Ryerson Gallery and Research Cen-
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ter. In 2006 he was awarded the title of Officer of the Order of Canada
and currently holds six honorary doctorate degrees. 

His remarkable photographic depictions of global industrial landscapes
are included in the collections of over 60 major museums around the
world, including the National Gallery of Canada, Museum of Modern
Art, Guggenheim Museum in New York, Reina Sofia Museum in Madrid
and Los Angeles County Museum of Art in California.

At the end, the visitor is left to wonder just where our reliance on
progress and its aftermath will take us and what it will leave for future
generations. The artist's tireless commitment is focused squarely upon
seeking out, recording and masterfully presenting for our consideration
the collective impact we as a species are having on the surface of our
planet—an inspection of the human systems we've imposed onto nat-
ural landscapes.

Nature transformed through industry is a predominant theme in Bur-
tynsky’s work. “Our dependence on nature to provide the materials for
our consumption, and our concern for the health of our planet sets us
into an uneasy contradiction. For me, these images function as reflect-
ing pools of our times”, says the artist.

Michael Rudnicki,  OC  PhD 
Stem cell research scientist

Dr. Michael Rudnicki is a Senior Scientist and
Director of the Regenerative Medicine Pro-
gram and the Sprott Centre for stem cell
research at the Ottawa Hospital Research

Institute. He is also a professor in the Department
of Medicine at the University of Ottawa. He is the

Scientific Director of the Canadian Stem Cell Network. Further, he holds
the Canada Research Chair in Molecular Genetics, and is Co-Editor-in-
Chief of Skeletal Muscle.

His laboratory works to understand the molecular mechanisms that
regulate the determination, proliferation and differentiation of stem
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cells during embryonic development and during issue regeneration.
The lab has conducted leading studies into both embryonic myoge-
nesis (the formation of muscle cells) and the function of muscle
stem cells (satellite cells) in adult regenerative myogenesis. In par-
ticular, the lab has worked extensively to understand the molecular
mechanisms that regulate the function of satellite cells in skeletal
muscle. 

Towards this end, the lab employs molecular genetic and genomic
approaches to determine the function and roles played by regulatory
factors. It has identified Pax 7 as a transcription factor required for the
specification of satellite cells, and identified Wnt7a signaling as playing
an important role in muscle stem cell function. 

Dr. Rudnicki's research has been published in scientific journals that
include Cell, Nature Cell Biology, Cell Stem Cell, Genes and Development
and PLOS Biology.  

Stem cells hold the promise of one day solving our most puzzling med-
ical problems. Those treatments are years away from being approved in
Canada, but as a Global News 16x9 investigation found, that has not
stopped many clinics overseas from ‘selling hope’ to desperate Canadi-
ans, seeking cures for cancer and related illnesses.

Monique Bégin,  OC  PC  FRSC 
Academic, parliamentarian, 
health advocate

Monique Bégin was born in Rome and
raised in France and Portugal before
emigrating to Canada in 1945. Origi-
nally a teacher, she earned her Masters

in Sociology at the Université de Montréal and did
her doctoral studies at the Sorbonne (1961-63) before working in
applied social sciences in the private sector in Montreal. From 1967-70,
she served as executive secretary for the Royal Commission on the
 Status of Women in Canada.
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Bégin was the first Quebec woman elected to the Canadian House of
Commons. Elected in 1972 she was re-elected in 1974, 1979 and 1980
with, in the last two cases, the greatest majorities ever recorded. She
served successively as Parliamentary Secretary for the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Minister of Revenue, and Minister of Health and Welfare
(1977-84). 

Moving to the academic world, she held academic positions at Notre
Dame University (1984-85) and McGill University (1985-86), before
being named the first holder of the Joint Chair in Women’s Studies at
Carleton University and the University of Ottawa from 1986 to 1990.
She then became Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa (1990-97). During that time she also chaired Ontario’s
Royal Commission on Learning.

Here is a brief summary of the major contributions she has made in both
the political and academic worlds: 

Monique Bégin is a member of the Royal Society of Canada and has
received 15 honorary doctorates for her contributions to human rights
and public policy. 

She was named to the Queen’s Privy Council in 1976 and was made an
Officer of the Order of Canada in 1998. 

From 2005 to August 2008, when the Commission published its report
and recommendations, she was a member of the WHO Commission on
the Social Determinants of Health. 

In 2008, Bégin was made a Distinguished Fellow of the Canadian Acad-
emy of Health Sciences and received the “Lifetime Achievement” award
from the Chronic Disease Prevention Alliance of Canada (CDPAC) in recog-
nition for her efforts to promote health. 

While serving in ministerial roles with the departments of national
revenue and health and welfare, Monique Bégin brought about a
three-fold increase in the old age supplement for needy senior citi-
zens, the child tax credit and a new health law (1984) which strength-
ened the health insurance system. 

As federal minister, she also inaugurated the policy of turning over
health services to indigenous peoples. 
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In addition to her honorary doctorates from various universities, she
was the first winner of the Dr. Brock Chisholm award (1984), offered by
the World Health Organization of Geneva. Monique Bégin remains at
the University of Ottawa as Professor Emeritus and is currently a Visiting
Professor at the Telfer School of Management.

Gordon McBean,  CM  OOnt  PhD  FRSC 
Climate and disasters scientist

Gordon McBean is a Canadian climatologist
who serves as chairman of the board of
trustees of the Canadian Foundation for
Climate and Atmospheric Sciences. A PhD

in Physics and Oceanography, he is a professor at
the University of Western Ontario and chair for

policy in the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction. Previously he
was the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Meteorological Service of
Canada.

In 2006, McBean, with Dr. Andrew Weaver and Ken Denman, authored
an open letter—signed by 90 climate scientists—to Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, calling for an effective national climate change strat-
egy. It was a response to an earlier open letter to Harper from 60 scien-
tists (19 Canadian) arguing against the Kyoto Accord and questioning
its scientific basis.

In 2007, as its lead author, McBean was one of many co-recipients of
the Nobel Peace Prize awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC), as well as to Al Gore.

While president of the International Council for Science, Gordon
McBean was appointed a Member of the Order of Canada in 2008
for “contributions to the advancement of climate and atmospheric
 sciences in Canada and for leadership in national and international
scientific organizations”, as well as to the Order of Ontario in 2010 as
“a leading scientist and authority on climate change and natural dis-
asters”. 
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He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and a member of the
International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics and the American
Meteorological Society.  McBean was Chair  of the Science Committee
for the Integrated Research on Disaster Risk Program (2005-2011). 

In a letter written in 2009, Gordon McBean wrote:  “I have just returned
from the meeting of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduc-
tion in Geneva.  I chaired the international program:  ‘Integrated
Research on Disaster Research’ and also work on climate change.  A
common thread pertaining to nuclear war, climate change and ‘natural
disaster’ is that we humans are making the wrong choices in each of
these critical cases. 

“We need leaders to lead us globally to the right future for all our chil-
dren and grandchildren around the world.  I would prefer to be called a
climate and disasters scientist. And I fully support the call for a nuclear
weapons convention.”

Phyllis Lambert, CC GOQ  CAL  FRAIC
Architect and urban activist

Born in Montreal, Phyllis Lambert, daughter
of Saidye and distilling industrialist
Samuel Bronfman, graduated from Vassar
College in 1948. While living in Paris as an

artist, her father sent a proposed design for a Sea-
gram Building in New York. The ill-informed archi-

tecture caused Lambert to send an 8-page letter beginning: “No No No
No No.” Lambert took over the search for an architect and chose Mies
van der Rohe, who designed the elegant, deceptively simple tower of
bronze, steel and glass, now considered one of greatest icons of 20th
century architecture. 

After serving as director of planning (1954 to 1958) for this project,
Lambert first studied architecture at Yale and then enrolled in the pro-
gram Mies had established at the Illinois Institute of Technology. There
she received her M.Sc. Architecture in 1963.
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During the 1960s Lambert designed the Saidye Bronfman Centre in
Montreal, a glass and steel pavilion in the manner of Mies for which she
was awarded the Massey Medal of the Royal Architectural Institute of
Canada in 1970. She also served as Design Consultant on the Toronto-
Dominion Centre in Toronto, the last significant project undertaken by
Mies van der Rohe before his death. 

In the mid-1970s Lambert was co-partner (with Gene Summers) for the
Biltmore Hotel renovation in downtown Los Angeles. For this hand-
some restoration, they won the Award of Honor of the American Insti-
tute of Architects.

Lambert was founder in 1979 and director until 1999 of the Canadian
Centre for Architecture (CCA), a leading international research centre
and museum in Montreal, which houses an extensive and widely-
acclaimed collection of architectural publications, prints, drawings,
photographs and archival materials. Completed in 1989 and designed
by Peter Rose with Lambert as consulting architect, the building
 preserved and incorporated the Shaughnessy House, an historic Mon-
treal mansion rescued by Lambert. Together with its Sculpture Garden,
designed by artist-architect Melvin Charney, it has helped to revive a
decaying area of the city. 

Lambert holds honorary degrees from 27 universities in North
America and Europe, including an honorary DFA in Architecture
from the Pratt Institute, received in 1990; she is a recipient of the
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada’s Gold Medal; in 1992 she
was named Officier of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres de France
 and promoted to Commandeur in 2006; and Lambert was made
Companion of the Order of Canada in 2001. 

In another highlight of her career Lambert received the Vincent
Scully Prize of the National Building Museum in 2006. The citation
read: “From the Seagram Building to the CCA, to her work as a
preservationist and educator, Phyllis Lambert has deeply enhanced
the world we build for ourselves.” 

In 2014, Lambert’s contributions were recognized with the Golden
Lion for Lifetime Achievement from the 14th International Architec-
ture Exhibition of the Venice Biennale.
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Margie Gillis,  CM 
Dancer, choreographer, activist

As choreographer and performer in more
than one hundred solo dance works, and
dozens of duets and group pieces,
Margie Gillis has earned rave reviews in

Asia, Europe, the Middle East, and in South and
North America. As a modern dance artist and
choreographer, Gillis has been creating original
works for over 40 years. She broke artistic

ground internationally as the first performer to take modern dance to
China in 1979.

Margie Gillis was born in Montreal, Quebec, the daughter of two
Olympic skiers.  Brother Jere played professional hockey; sister Nancy is
a yoga fitness teacher; and her late brother Christopher was a profes-
sional dancer and choreographer, who danced with the Paul Taylor
Company and collaborated with his sister. Showing a passion for dance
early in life, she began ballet and gymnastic lessons at the age of three.
By 12 Gillis had begun creating a unique style of dance, still considered
innovative to this day. In 1981, she founded her own company, the
Margie Gillis Dance Foundation, with the mission to support and pres-
ent her artistic work. 

Gillis teaches and mentors exceptional dancers and choreographers
around the world, as well as teaching open community classes. For
example, during the summer months she teaches two one-week dance
retreats at Holly Hock, a retreat centre on Cortes Island, British Colum-
bia. She is also known for her workshops on conflict transformation and
experiential problem-solving. 

Gillis is a socially committed artist. She has been the spokesperson for a
number of organizations dedicated to the fight against AIDS, as well as
for Oxfam, Amnesty International, Planned Parenthood Federation and
organizations seeking to protect the environment. 

She has strong feelings about the continued threat from nuclear wea -
pons and was an early endorser of negotiations for a nuclear weapons
convention.
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David Suzuki,  CC  PhD  
Environmentalist and broadcaster

One might think that a Canadian who was
voted in an Ipsos poll the most admired
person in Canada, and in another poll as
one of the Ten Greatest Canadians,

would spend his declining years in well-earned,
relaxed retirement. But David Suzuki at 79 is any-

thing but retired, or at peace. 

Dogged by critics who debunk his environmental findings, he believes
he must continue to speak out because he is in the last part of his life,
which he calls the “death zone”. As an elder, freed of concern about
money, power or fame, he can speak the truth from his heart.

Who, then, is David Suzuki? A Canadian academic, science broadcaster,
disarmament advocate and environmental activist, he earned a PhD in
zoology from the University of Chicago in 1961. He was a professor of
genetics in the zoology department at the University of British Colum-
bia from 1963 until his retirement in 2001. He is well known as the co-
founder of the David Suzuki Foundation and mostly appreciated for
criticizing governments and energy corporations for their lack of suffi-
cient action to protect the environment.

A third-generation Japanese-Canadian, Suzuki and his family were
forced to suffer internment in British Columbia from early in the Second
World War until after the war ended in 1945. Six-year-old David had
found himself living with his mother and two sisters in a bedbug-rid-
den abandoned hotel without plumbing while his father worked on the
Trans-Canada highway 100 miles to the north.

At war’s end the Suzuki  family, like other Japanese-Canadian families,
were forced to move east of the Rockies if they didn’t renounce their
citizenship and move to Japan. They settled first in Leamington,  then
London, Ontario. His parents taught him that education and hard work
were necessary for him to take his place in Canadian society.

In 1972, David Suzuki was awarded the Steacie Memorial Fellowship for
the outstanding research scientist in Canada under the age of 35 and
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held it for three years. He currently holds 28 honorary degrees in
Canada, the US and Australia. His 1976 textbook An Introduction to
Genetic Analysis (with A.J.F.  Griffiths) remains the most widely-used
genetics textbook in the US, and has been translated into French, Ger-
man, Spanish, Greek, Arabic and Indonesian. 

Since the mid-1970s, David Suzuki has been known for his TV and radio
series, and books about nature and the environment. In 1974 he developed
and hosted (for four years) the long-running, popular science program Quirks
and Quarks on CBC Radio. He has presented two influential CBC Radio docu-
mentary series on the environment: It’s a Matter of Survival and From Naked
Ape to Super Species. He is best known as host of CBC TV's popular and long-
running show, The Nature of Things, which is seen in more than 40 nations.
To date, Suzuki has written 55 books, including 19 for children.

Today, David Suzuki is an acknowledged leader of an environment move-
ment that reaches into, if not embraces, most segments of Canadian life.
He is an incredibly proficient man for all seasons, and one to whom all
Canadians, indeed all sentient beings, should owe their thanks.

Judith Hall,  OC  MD  FRSC 
Geneticist and pediatrician

“T
o me, high achievement is not the number
of publications but being a successful
female in a world of professional men. And
by that I mean caring more about peace-

making and nurturing the individual and the environ-
ment than success, winning, owning or directing.”

Dr. Hall is an expert on congenital birth defects, specializing in dwarfism
and other genetic factors affecting children’s growth. Born in Boston,
while at University of Washington she studied under Arno Motulsky, and
then with medical geneticist Victor McKusick at Johns Hopkins University.
She later worked at the University of Washington ’s School of Medicine
with world-renowned pediatrician David W. Smith. She came to UBC in
1981 as Professor of Medical Genetics.
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Hall has specialized in the genetic factors that affect children’s growth,
or lack of growth. Her particular interests include the mechanism of
neural tube defects, the genetics of short stature, the natural history of
genetic disorders, dwarfism, arthrogryposis (congenital joint contrac-
tures in two or more areas of the body) and in monozygotic twins. She
has clarified medical understanding of how folic acid helps reduce birth
defects, has identified a new cause of dwarfism, and has developed
new ways to classify dwarfism, arthrogryposis and other abnormalities. 

As Head of Pediatrics at UBC and BC’s Children’s Hospital, Hall worked
with physicians to develop guidelines for care of common disorders,
and with lay groups to explain genetic disease and to help parents
choose among the available care options.

She has published over 325 original articles, 80 chapters and five books.
Her two volume Human Malformations and Related Anomalies, co-writ-
ten with Drs. Roger E. Stevenson and Richard M. Goodman, received the
Association of American Publishers’ Award for best medical book pub-
lished in 1993.

Bruce Aikenhead,  OC  
Canada’s pioneer in space

From a commentary by Bob McDon-
ald of Quirks and Quarks: “You proba-
bly recognize the astronaut on the
right in the photograph, here. But

Chris Hadfield owes his career in space to
the gentleman on the left, Bruce Aiken-
head, who hired Chris and the other Cana-
dian astronauts and who was a pioneering
founder of the Canadian space program.

“Bruce, who recently celebrated his 90th
birthday, is one of those behind-the-scenes engineers you seldom see,
but without whom major projects would not get off the ground. With a
career spanning more than half a century, Bruce has seen the remark-
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able evolution of Canada’s involvement in the space program from the
very beginning.” 

Here is part of a statement to the 65th International Astronautical Con-
gress held in Toronto in early 2014, by writer Christopher Gainor:

“Among Canada’s early space pioneers, no one can match the career of
Bruce Aikenhead in the full spectrum of Canada’s early space initiatives.
He helped build Canadian science and communications satellites and
the Canadarm for the United States Space Shuttle. He helped train the
first astronauts for both the United States and Canada, and even
worked on a program aimed at using cannons to launch projectiles to
high altitudes. 

“Born in 1923, Aikenhead served in World War II as a radar mechanic
with the RCAF and RAF before studying physics and mathematics at the
University of Western Ontario.  He worked at Avro Canada on the ill-
fated Avro Arrow until it was cancelled in 1959. He then became just
one of 32 Avro engineers hired by NASA to work on its fledgling human
space program. There he helped set up astronaut training in the Mer-
cury program, then returned to Canada.

“In 1976 Aikenhead became system engineer for the Space Shuttle
Remote Manipulator System or the Canadarm, built by Spar Aerospace
in cooperation with the National Research Council of Canada. When the
Canadarm reached operational status in 1983 just as NASA invited
Canada to send astronauts into space, the NRC moved Aikenhead to
the Canadian Astronaut Program. And when the Canadian Space
Agency was set up in 1989, Aikenhead was named the Director General
of the Canadian Astronaut Program. He served in that role until he
retired in 1993. 

“Today, Canada remains a leader in communications and scientific
satellites. And Canadian astronauts and Canadarm2 are integral parts of
the International Space Station, all things that were touched by Bruce
Aikenhead. His career embodies the international cooperation that lies
at the heart of Canada’s space program.”

Bob McDonald, of Quirks and Quarks, recalls that it was Aikenhead who
suggested that “Canada” be printed in large letters on the side of the
arm, along with our flag. So when the shuttle reached space and its TV
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cameras looked back into the cargo bay, the world would immediately
see our country’s contribution right up front!

“In return for building Canadarm, NASA agreed to provide seats on the
space shuttle to Canadian astronauts, and Bruce was the obvious choice
to select the first Canadian seven, becoming the director-general of our
astronaut program. He had the difficult task of sifting through thou-
sands of eager applicants. At one point in the round of hiring, when the
list of candidates had been whittled down to 20 or so, Bruce had two
stacks of files on his desk: one for astronaut contenders, one for rejects.

“Every one of them was supremely qualified for the job, so it was a
tough choice to decide which pile an application would land on. After
making his choices, and on his way home one evening, he thought
about one file that he had placed on the reject pile. He thought, there’s
something about that Hadfield fellow, and the next morning he moved
it over to the contender pile. The rest is history.”   

Chris Hadfield,  OC  
B.Eng MSc 
“An Astronaut’s Guide to
Life on Earth” 

“We tend to think
that ‘our home
and native land’,
our  little pocket

on earth is somehow unique. But
when you go round the world in
92 minutes, when you rush past

Toronto, then Moscow in 16 minutes, you get a much greater sense of the
continuity and connected nature of our beautiful blue planet”.

Chris Austin Hadfield, a retired Canadian astronaut, was the first Cana-
dian to walk in space. As a child, growing up on a corn farm in southern
Ontario, he was inspired while he watched the Apollo 11 moon landing
on TV. He went on to earn a glider pilot license as a member of the
Royal Canadian Air Cadets.
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Hadfield joined the Canadian Armed Forces and earned an engineering
degree at Royal Military College. While in the military he learned to fly
various types of aircraft and eventually became a test pilot and flew sev-
eral experimental planes. As part of an exchange program with the
United States Navy and United States Air Force, he obtained a Master’s
Degree in aviation systems at the University of Tennessee Space Institute.

In 1992 he was accepted into the Canadian astronaut program by the
Canadian Space Agency. He first flew in space as Mission Specialist 1 on
STS-74 in November 1995. It was NASA’s second space shuttle mission
to rendezvous and dock with the Russian Space Station Mir. During the
flight, the crew of Space Shuttle Atlantis attached a five-tonne docking
module to Mir and transferred over 1,000 kilograms of food, water and
scientific supplies to the Russian cosmonauts. Hadfield was the first
Canadian to operate the Canadarm in orbit, and the only Canadian ever
to board Mir.

In April, 2001, Hadfield served as Mission Specialist 1 on STS-100,
 International Space Station (ISS) assembly Flight 6A. The crew of space
shuttle Endeavour delivered and installed Canadarm2, the new Cana-
dian-built robotic arm, as well as the Italian-made resupply module
 Raffaello. During the eleven-day flight, Hadfield performed two space-
walks, the first Canadian ever to leave a spacecraft and float freely in
space. During his first spacewalk Hadfield experienced severe eye irrita-
tion due to the anti-fog solution used to polish his spacesuit visor, tem-
porarily blinding him and forcing him to vent oxygen into space. In
total, Hadfield spent 14 hours, 50 minutes outside, travelling 10 times
around the world during his spacewalk.

In December 2012 Hadfield launched in the Soyuz TMA-07M flight for a
long duration stay on board the International Space Station (ISS) as part of
Expedition 35. He arrived at the station two days later, as scheduled, and
became the first Canadian to command ISS when the crew of Expedition
34 departed in March 2013. On 12 May 2013, he turned over command of
ISS and returned home aboard the Soyuz spacecraft on 13 May.

Hadfield was described by Forbes Magazine as “perhaps the most social
media savvy astronaut ever to leave Earth”, after building a consider-
able audience on social media, including over one million Twitter fol-
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lowers as of June 2013. After handing over command of  ISS, but before
returning home, Hadfield released a music video recorded on the space
station of a modified rendition of “Space Oddity” by David Bowie. The
video has over 20 million viewers on YouTube.

On 8 October 2013, the University of Waterloo announced that Hadfield
was to join the university as a professor for a three-year term beginning
in the fall of 2014.  In that same year, 2013, his autobiography, An
 Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth: What Going to Space Taught Me About
Ingenuity, Determination and Being Prepared for Anything was a New York
Times bestseller, and was also the bestselling book in Canada on a
Canadian subject.

When asked whether he thought the Canadian government should
support the UN Secretary-General’s call for a nuclear weapons conven-
tion, he replied: “Yes, of course; it’s the only sane path to take!”  

Jennifer Allen Simons,  CM  PhD,  LL.D 
Dances for disarmament

Jennifer Simons is a flamenco dancer, pos-
sesses a Black Belt for kick-boxing, does Pilates
and also happens to be an active, effective
advocate for disarmament. The Australian-

born, Canadian citizen and Vancouver resident is a
scholar, philanthropist, globe-trotting diplomat

and mother of four who established The Simons Foundation in 1985 to
focus on a variety of peace efforts, predominantly nuclear disarmament.

She made this her career while in graduate school because her young
daughter began to have nightmares about nuclear war. To Simons, nuclear
weapons are weapons of mass extinction and states are not morally justi-
fied in building up nuclear arsenals capable of destroying all human life,
nor in keeping these weapons poised and targeted on high-alert status.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, Simons travelled to Central Europe, to
learn how she might help “knit the world together” and selected proj-
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ects in the Czech and Slovak republics, such as supporting academic
programs at Charles University and the Academy of Sciences, and aca-
demic exchanges between Charles University and universities in
Canada. She was honoured both by President Vaclav Havel and Charles
University for her contributions to civil society.

Simons was appointed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Cana-
dian government delegation to the 2000 Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty Review Conference and to the 2002 NPT Prepcom, and was a
member of the steering committee of the Department of Foreign
Affairs’ consultations on nuclear issues. Together with the department,
she initiated an ongoing graduate scholarship program in disarma-
ment, and they also partnered to establish what has become the Outer
Space Security Conference Series organized annually by the United
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) to inform the UN
Conference on Disarmament on issues of space security. 

Jennifer Simons is Founding Partner and Principal Sponsor of Global
Zero, an international non-partisan group of 300 world leaders dedi-
cated to achieving the elimination of nuclear weapons by 2030, and
was the initiating funder of several other international disarmament
organizations, including the Middle Powers Initiative and Parliamentari-
ans for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament. She is a Council
Member of the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs, and
sponsors and speaks at Pugwash’s Simons Symposiums on nuclear
 disarmament issues.

Simons was the Canadian private funder for the Canadian government-
initiated International Commission on Intervention and State Sover-
eignty and its report, The Responsibility to Protect.  

When the UN called for a commission on weapons of mass destruction
and the Canadian government declined taking the lead, she offered the
UN a large sum to encourage another country to undertake the task.
Sweden heeded the call and Simons was invited to participate in the
planning and organization of the International Weapons of Mass
Destruction Commission chaired by Hans Blix. 

Jennifer Simons has initiated and funded dozens of university pro-
grams, including establishing the Simons Centre for Disarmament and
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Non-Proliferation Research at UBC, and supporting professorships, lec-
tureships and fellowships focussed on disarmament, international law
and human security. She has also produced a four-part documentary
for the Knowledge Network on nuclear weapons, landmines, small arms
and the peace movement.

Marcel Kretz,  CM 
Culinary artist and innovator

Born in Strasbourg in the province of
Alsace, France, Marcel Kretz originally
intended to be a biologist or forester to
enable him to stay close to nature. In the

post war environment and at the suggestion of
his father, he chose cooking instead. Kretz came

to Canada in 1953 after completing three years of study at the École
Hôtelière in his home town and 18 months of military service in the
French Alps. The Laurentians region in Quebec has been his home ever
since. “I found here fishing, mushrooms and skiing …familiar territory.”

Decades later, Kretz is still as passionate as ever about his chosen voca-
tion. In his years as a chef he led the way in creating menus that
defined Canadian haute cuisine, and now generously shares his knowl-
edge and experience with students and fellow professionals alike. He
was an early proponent of the ‘farm to table’ movement, currently
embraced by many chefs, in developing relationships with local pro-
ducers. His appointment as a member of the Order of Canada, the first
Canadian chef to receive this honour, speaks to his exemplary and out-
standing contribution to the development of the culinary arts in
Canada. 

Marcel Kretz’s definitive association began in 1961 when he joined
Hotel la Sapinière in Val-David as Executive Chef. His 29 years there fully
established his reputation as an innovative and creative chef of out-
standing culinary talent. He was named National Chef of the Year in
1981 by the Canadian Culinary Federation. “I love everything related to
food—gardening, growing my own herbs, hunting for wild mush-
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rooms, fishing, cookbooks… and I have always been a great supporter
of Canadian food products”, explains Kretz. “As early as the late fifties I
was introducing my customers to endive, native chanterelles, farm-
raised game and less common seafood and fish.” 

That spirit of adventure has kept him on cuisine’s front line—exploring,
experimenting and encouraging Canadians to try new and native
foods. Now retired, Kretz was a part-time teacher for 15 years at Que-
bec’s École Hoteliere des Laurentides; and a consultant, national and
international culinary judge and coach of Culinary Team Canada. He is a
life member of both the Canadian Federation of Chefs and Cooks, and
the Societé des Chefs, Cuisiniers et Patissiers du Québec. Kretz’s influ-
ence has been significant— measurable both by his personal accom-
plishments and his legacy through those who have worked with and
learned from him. 

Samantha Nutt,  CM  MD  MSc  CCFP  FRCPC  
Co-founder of War Child

Dr. Samantha Nutt is a staff physician at
Women’s College Hospital in  Toronto and
an Assistant Professor of Medicine at the
University of Toronto. She is also an award-

winning humanitarian, bestselling author and
acclaimed public speaker. A co-founder of the

international humanitarian organization War Child, Dr. Nutt has worked
with children and their families at the front line of many of the world’s
major crises—from Iraq to Afghanistan, Somalia to the Democratic
Republic of Congo, and Sierra Leone to Darfur/Sudan. One of the most
recognized voices in the humanitarian arena, she is among the most
sought after public speakers in North America. With a career that has
spanned more than two decades and many conflict zones, her interna-
tional work has benefitted untold thousands of war-affected children
globally.

Dr. Nutt is also a respected authority for many of North America’s lead-
ing media outlets. She is a regular foreign affairs panelist on the news
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program, The National with Peter Mansbridge, and has been published
by The Globe & Mail, The National Post, Global TV News, NBC Nightly News
and the BBC World News Service.

She was recently named one of Canada’s 25 most influential figures by The
Globe and Mail, the latest in a long list of awards and tributes. Time Maga-
zine named her one of Canada’s Five Leading Activists, while the World
Economic Forum recognized her as one of 200 young global leaders. 

So who is Dr. Nutt?  What were her first experiences which earned her
so much praise and attention?

In 1995, twenty-five-year-old Samantha Nutt—a recent medical school
graduate and a field volunteer for UNICEF—touched down in Baidoa,
Somalia, “the City of Death”. What she saw there were gangs of young
men roaming the streets armed with rocket launchers, and a woman in
a clinic line holding a dead baby. She found an overwhelmed, under-
funded aid agency working in such an unsafe environment that its
workers had to travel with armed escorts high on drugs. It would spur
her on to a lifetime of passionate advocacy for children and families in
war-torn areas around the world.  Over 15 years experience working in
major crises has given Dr. Nutt a unique insight into the brutality of
modern conflict: why it begins, what sustains it, and what we should do
to prevent it. 

She has inspired thousands of people across the continent to see global
conflict as a problem that can and must be solved. The book Damned
Nations is the distillation of Dr. Nutt’s observations providing hands-on
care in some of the world’s most violent flashpoints. But her book is not a
research thesis; it’s a hard-hitting, tell- it-how-it-is polemic:  “The dilemma
in Somalia”, she wrote, “wasn’t how to slow the tide of death, starvation
and disease. That task wasn’t terribly complicated: 1) vaccinate priority
groups; 2) chlorinate the drinking water and 3) set up a short term food
distribution program. 

“The real dilemma was that none of this was possible in the face of drug-
hazed, irascible young men armed with automatic rifles who sabotaged
progress at every turn.  As aid workers, we could chronicle the absurdity
of it all, but we could do precious little to stop it. And two decades later,
Somalia is no better off. It is still a place of abject poverty, rampant law-
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lessness and religious edicts, where little girls have their genitalia hacked
off by razor blades in dank rooms, pregnant women double as gun run-
ners  and weapons are the most versatile form of currency.” 

Nor does she spare the arms trade or the Canadian government:  “75
per cent of all global arms transfers involve developing countries... All
too often weapons transfer are approved to highly questionable
authoritarian regimes, or the arms end up being resold through illegal
channels… And for the past five years, Canada, among the world’s top
10 arms exporters, has had one of the lowest international arms trans-
parency ratings among industrialized economies.”

However, despite the despair she witnessed in so many countries, Dr.
Nutt remains prepared to continue her life work. “I consider it one of my
greatest privileges to have learned from many of the most critical
minds in the sphere of international humanitarian assistance—includ-
ing my husband Eric Hoskins, Nigel Fisher, James Orbinski, among oth-
ers.  They, and all those whose stories have been told in this book have
taught me there is always hope and that it is worth pursuing.”  Nor has
she forgotten that she is also a wife and a mother, reflected in the dedi-
cation of her book Damned Nations: “For Eric Hoskins, my partner in this
journey, and our beautiful son, Rhys.”

James Orbinski,  OC  MD  
Medical humanitarian

Triage is the ultimate humanitarian night-
mare. Racing against time with limited
resources, relief workers make split second
decisions: who gets treatment; who gets

food; who lives; who dies. This impossible dilemma
understandably haunts humanitarians like Dr.

James Orbinski, who was a field doctor during the Somali famine and
the Rwandan genocide, among other catastrophes. Having seen the
best and worst of humanitarian assistance and of humanity itself, Orbin-
ski embarked on his most difficult mission to date—writing a deeply
personal and controversial book that struggles to make sense of it all.
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Leaving his young family behind in Toronto—where he is a university
professor and doctor—Orbinski returned to Africa revisiting the past
and engaging with the present. He traveled to war-torn Somalia, where
he was first posted; then to Rwanda where he was Head of Mission for
MSF during the 1994 genocide; and finally to Goma, Democratic
Republic of Congo, where it seems humanitarian dreams go to die. 

Orbinski's An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarianism in the Twenty-first Cen-
tury became a bestseller and was translated into five languages. The
book won the 2009 Writers’ Trust Shaughnessy-Cohen Prize for best polit-
ical writing in Canada; was  nominated for the 2008 Governor General’s
Literary Award in non-fiction; and was one of National Public Radio’s 2008
top five political and current affairs books in the United States.

As international president of Médécins Sans Frontières, Orbinski has repre-
sented MSF in numerous humanitarian emergencies in Sudan, Kosovo,
Russia, Cambodia, South Africa, India and Thailand; and in many national
parliaments as well as international organizations, such as the UN High
Commission for Refugees.  He also accepted the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999
on behalf of Médécins Sans Frontières.

From 2001 to 2004, Orbinski co-chaired MSF’s Neglected Diseases
Working Group, responsible for launching the Drugs for Neglected Dis-
eases Initiative. In 2004, he became a research scientist at St. Michael’s
Hospital in Toronto; an associate professor of both medicine and politi-
cal science at the University of Toronto; and co-founded Dignitas Inter-
national, an interdisciplinary academic non-governmental organization
that is now a leading medical humanitarian organization in the devel-
opment of solutions for global health.

In 2006, one of the world’s leading medical journals, The Lancet, rec-
ognized one of Orbinski’s co-authored papers on HIV/AIDS treat-
ment adherence as among the 20 most significant medical research
papers in the world. Another of his co-authored papers which
appeared in The Lancet in 2002 is recognized as one of the most
important articles shaping scholarship in the field of global health
in the post-WWII years.

Triage, Orbinski’s award-winning and internationally acclaimed docu-
mentary film on medical humanitarianism, was screened at the 2008
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Sundance Film Festival and won the 2008 Amnesty International Gold
Medal Award. In 2011, Triage was incorporated into the ‘War and Medi-
cine’ exhibit at the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa.

Perhaps it would be impertinent to ask Jim Orbinski what he does in
his spare time.

William Schabas,  OC  LL.D  MA 
Co-founded the International 
Criminal Court

William Schabas is a professor of Interna-
tional Law at Middlesex University in
London, UK. He is also professor of
international human law and human

rights at Leiden University in the Netherlands,
emeritus professor of human rights law at the National University of
 Ireland Galway and honorary chairman of the Irish Centre for Human
Rights, invited visiting scholar at the Paris School of International Affairs,
honorary professor at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing
and visiting fellow of Kellogg College of the University of Oxford.

Schabas received his BA and MA degrees in history from the University
of Toronto, and LL.B, LL.M and LL.D degrees from the Université de Mon-
tréal.  He has also been awarded honorary doctorates from Dalhousie
University in Halifax, Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland,
Northwestern University in Chicago and the University of Copenhagen.
From 1991 to 2000 he was a professor of human rights law and criminal
law at the Université du Québec and chaired the Law Department from
1994 to 1998. In 2000, Schabas moved to Galway, Ireland where he
directed the world-renowned Irish Centre for Human Rights. 

Recognized as one of the world’s authorities on the International Criminal
Court (ICC), Mr. Schabas participated actively in its creation, playing a lead-
ing role in the NGO caucus at the Rome Conference in 1998 when the
Statute of the Court was adopted. He is the author of two of the leading
studies on the Court: “Introduction to the International Criminal Court”
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(Cambridge University Press) and "The Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, A Commentary" (Oxford University Press). He was also active
at the Kampala Review Conference of the Rome Statute in 2010, where
amendments adopted enable the ICC to prosecute the crime of aggression.

As a committed human rights activist, Schabas has often participated in
fact-finding activities and related initiatives on behalf of non-govern-
mental organizations. In 1993, he was a member of the international
fact-finding commission that visited Rwanda and alerted international
public opinion to the danger of genocide in that country.

He has served in a variety of functions on behalf of the United Nations,
including membership in the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund
for Technical Cooperation in Human Rights, a body he chaired from
2009 to 2011. In 2014, the President of the Human Rights Council
appointed Schabas to chair the UN Commission of Inquiry into the
Gaza conflict. Schabas also served as one of seven commissioners on
the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Considered an expert on international law and the death penalty, Scha -
bas has lectured on the subject around the world and also testified as
an expert witness before national courts. He prepared the reports of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the status of capital
punishment that were issued in 2010 and 2015.

Finally, he supports the comprehensive approach to global disarma-
ment by means of a nuclear weapons convention, as called for by the
UN Secretary-General in 2008.

Lois Wilson,  CC  DD  LL.D
Former president of the Canadian and 
World Council of Churches

When the Very Reverend. and Honor-
able Lois Wilson first spoke to the
Canadian Senate, following her
appointment as an Independent in

1998, she asked fellow senators to remember the
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countless millions in the world without their privileged position, many
without adequate food and shelter. She told them a story about US Sena-
tor Bill Bradley, who had entered a restaurant and asked the waiter for two
pats of butter for his roll.  ”Sorry, sir”, replied the waiter, “only one is pro-
vided each customer in this restaurant”. Astonished, Bradley asked if the
waiter knew who he was.  “No, sir”, replied the waiter politely,  “Who are
you?” Bradley rather peevishly answered; “I’m not only a senior United
States Senator and Rhodes Scholar, but a former basketball star in the
NBA!”  “Interesting, replied the waiter, and do you know who I am?”  “No,
who are you anyway?” replied an increasingly irritated Bradley. “I”, said the
waiter, drawing himself up to his full height, “am the man with the butter!”

She used the story to remind fellow senators that despite the privileges
afforded to people in high places, the needs of the world’s “ordinary people”
should be our first concern, who, after all, are the ones who make and pro-
vide the butter. She had earned the right to address her new colleagues in
this fashion. Lois Wilson, a Companion of the Order of Canada, with at least
nine Doctors of Divinity, several Doctors of Law and other degrees, was
ordained a United Church minister in 1965. For 15 years she shared a team
congregational ministry with her husband, the Rev. Dr. Roy Wilson, before
becoming the first female Moderator of the United Church of Canada.

As President of both the Canadian and World Council of Churches, Dr.
Wilson visited partner churches in Asia, Latin America, India and Africa
as well as being a leading advocate of inter-faith encounters within
Canada. She monitored elections in El Salvador, Mexico, Chile, Sri Lanka
and Guatemala, and developed a grassroots knowledge of the chal-
lenges facing the developing world. 

She became a leading advocate of international human rights, a board
member on the Canadian Institute for International Peace and Security,
the chair of the board of Rights and Democracy, and served as an offi-
cer with the Ontario Human Rights Commission. She has authored
seven books, and served as chancellor of Lakehead University.

Wilson served a four-year appointment as a member of the Refugee
Status Advisory Committee, and an  8-year appointment as a panel
member of the Environmental Assessment Review Board for the Dis-
posal of Nuclear Waste in Canada.
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As a Canadian senator, she was Canada’s Special Envoy to the Sudan,
led government delegations to China and to North Korea, co- founded
the Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights, and co-chaired the
Canadian Committee on Women, Peace and Security for the UN, which
brought together NGOs, government and parliamentarians around
 Resolution 1325 for gender equality.  In 1989 she published Turning the
World Upside Down: a Memoir.

Dr. Wilson was awarded the World Federalist Peace Prize and United
Nations Pearson Peace Medal, and was the Ecumenist in Residence at
the Toronto School of Theology. She chaired the Canada-DPR Korea
Association, was a member of the Public Review Board of the Canadian
Auto Workers, a director of the Canadian Civil Liberties Association and
an advisory board member of Mining Watch (Canada). She is presently
Minister in Residence at the University of Toronto. 

Despite the perks and special attention provided those in high office, she
never took her major accomplishments too seriously. Once, dripping wet
from the lake at a summer conference, she chanced to meet Canada’s Gov-
ernor General of that time, who had just arrived at the conference site with
his official entourage. Unsure of her place at the conference―or whether
indeed she had one―King Gordon, the conference chairman quickly
spoke up, saying: "Governor General, I want you to meet the President of
the World Council of Churches!”  Unflustered, Wilson greeted him warmly
and then excused herself in order to “put something on”.  A story that
reflects the spirit of this life-long advocate for equality and social justice.

Theodore Lionel Sourkes,  OC  PhD 
Scientist and pioneer in nutrition studies and
the treatment of Parkinson's disease

Recognition came long overdue to the
late venerable scientist Dr.  Theodore
Sourkes for his pioneering contributions
in the development of L-DOPA replace-

ment therapy in Parkinson’s disease. It is a
 therapeutic strategy that has for decades improved the quality of
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life for millions of people worldwide. However important, this is
just one achievement in a remarkable career. 

A biochemist and neuropsychopharmacologist, Theodore Sourkes
was one of Canada’s great multidisciplinary scholars. He became
 Professor of Psychiatry at McGill University in 1965 and director of
the neurochemistry laboratory at the Allan Memorial Institute of
 Psychiatry, and in 1970 was also appointed Professor of Biochem-
istry.  A prime mover in the establishment of biochemical psychia-
try as an accurate discipline, he retired in 1991.

Sourkes is known internationally as a pioneer in nutrition, particu-
larly for the studies of the role of vitamins in the nervous system and
the metabolism of brain neurotransmitters.  He was one of the origi-
nators of the studies that led to the use of L-DOPA in the treatment of
Parkinson’s disease; the introduction of  methyl DOPA into the phar-
macological literature resulted in its widespread use to combat
hypertension.

Esteemed by students and colleagues, Sourkes authored more than
300 publications, including a landmark study of the biochemistry of
mental disease (1962) and an account of Nobel Prize winners in med-
icine and physiology.

Dr. Sourkes received the senior award of the Parkinson’s Disease
Foundation in 1963-66, became a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Canada in 1971, was honoured with the first Heinz-Lehmann Award
in neuropsychopharmacology in 1982, became an officer in the
Order of Canada in 1993 and received the Wilder-Penfield Prix du
Québec in 1998. 

In 2013, McGill University  instituted the Theodore L. Sourkes
 Lecture Series in  Neuropharmacology as a tribute to his scientific
legacy. Dr. Theodore Sourkes passed away at the age of 95 in
 January 2015.
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Carolyn Acker,  CM  RN  DSc 
Founder of Pathways to Education

The Pathways to Education program was
born out of the vision of Regent Park Com-
munity Health Centre in Toronto―that the
children of the community would become

the doctors, nurses, social workers, community
health workers and administrators of the Health

Centre and within the community.

The program's founder was Carolyn Acker, who began her career as a
registered nurse at St. Michael’s Hospital and became a community
health nurse with St. Elizabeth Health Care. In 1992, she was appointed
Executive Director of the Regent Park Community Health Centre in
Canada’s largest and oldest public housing community.

In 1999, Carolyn Acker began to observe the rapid deterioration of this
low-income community. The Health Centre’s services and programs
expanded to meet changing needs, yet the violence began to increase
yearly.  The community witnessed involvement of gangs in selling drugs,
and murders increased from the use of handguns. The atmosphere in the
community became one of despair and hopelessness, while the youth
involved in these activities were getting younger and younger.

The year the Health Centre began to conduct research there were nine
murders in Regent Park. Parents of all cultures feared for their children.
Yet they simply wanted the same things for their kids as did middle-
class parents. The research showed a high school dropout of 56% in
Regent Park, twice the average of the city as a whole; and the dropout
rate was 70% for children of single parents and immigrants.

In 2001, Pathways to Education was developed by Acker, together with
Norman Rowen, the first Program Director for the Pathways program.
Pathways began by providing four integrated supports over four years:
1) Tutoring four nights a week; 2) TTC tickets or lunch vouchers earned
through attendance, plus a $4,000 scholarship for post-secondary costs
payable to the college or university; 3) Group mentoring for grades 9
and 10, and specialty career mentoring for grades 11 and 12; and, 4)
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Student-Parent Support Workers―staff who act as a bridge between
students, teachers, parents and high schools.

It worked. Dropouts and violence have decreased significantly. Ten
years later the high school dropout rate in that community had
decreased by over 70%, and post-secondary attendance had grown
from 20% to 80% for graduates of the program. Today, the Pathways
program has been replicated in ten more low-income communities and
close to 4,000 students are getting results that mirror these. 

The four supports have become the Pathways to Education, leading to
the founding of Pathways Canada in 2005, also led by Carolyn Acker.  A
critical component of Pathways’ accountability to the students, parents
and funders has been its focus on measuring results to ensure the pro-
gram is working.

In 2010, Acker received an Honorary Doctor of Science from University of
New Brunswick and was recognized as a Canadian pioneer in poverty
reduction.  Her outstanding success in her chosen field leads to the
hopeful thought that maybe she could also develop a Pathway to a
Nuclear Weapons Convention!

Pierre Jeanniot,  OC  CQ  DSc  LL.D
International civil aviation

Pierre Jeanniot is President and CEO of JIN-
MAG, Inc., a consulting, management and
investment company which he created in
1990. He holds the honorary title of Direc-

tor General Emeritus of the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) in recognition of his major

contribution to civil aviation worldwide as Director General and CEO of
IATA, which he headed from 1993 to 2002. Under his leadership, IATA
was transformed into the acknowledged leader of international civil
aviation, promoting the interests of the airline community and its part-
ners around the world, and becoming a major supplier of products and
services for the industry.
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Pierre Jeanniot was President and CEO of Air Canada from 1984 to 1990.
During this time he directed and implemented the privatization of the
state-owned airline, and headed it for the next two years.  He con-
tributed directly to the development of the first comprehensive flight
data recorder—the famous “Black Box”—and went on to hold senior
positions in technical services, operations, marketing and strategic
planning.

Jeanniot served on the board of Scotiabank from 1990 to 2004, and
chaired a number of its committees. He also has served on the boards
of other airlines, telecommunications companies, airports, air naviga-
tion authorities and publishing houses. Following his retirement from
IATA, Jeannot was chairman of the board of Thales Canada Inc., a sub-
sidiary of the international Thales group.  He currently serves on the
board of a number of high-tech companies.

In addition to his professional duties, Jeanniot devotes himself to
many social and charitable organizations. He was chancellor of the
Université du Québec à Montréal from 1995 to 2009. He was hon-
orary president of the Canadian Cancer Society fund-raising
 campaign and presided in a similar capacity for the Youth and Music
Canada Foundation.  He served as chairman of the Council for Cana-
dian Unity from 1991-1992, and was the founding chairman of the
Association of Canadians in Europe (with chapters in France, Belgium
and the UK). 

Jeanniot’s efforts have been recognized by countries and institutions
around the world. He was named Officer of the Order of Canada in
1989, and appointed Chevalier de la Legion d’honneur by the French
government in 1991. In 1995, King Hussein of Jordan awarded him the
Independence Medal of the First Order, and he was named to l’Ordre
National du Québec in 2002.

He received an honorary doctorate (Honoris Causa) from the Univer-
sité du Québec in 1988, the Management Achievement Award of
McGill University’s Faculty of Management in 1989, Le Prix Rogers-
Demer in 1990, an honorary doctorate in international law from
Concordia University in 1997, and an honorary doctorate in science
from McGill University in 2006.
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Pierre Jeanniot was inducted into the Québec Air and Space Hall of
Fame, and was made a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society in
January 2008.  In 2012, he was inducted into the Canadian Aviation
Hall of Fame

Margaret Atwood,  CC  OOnt  FRSC 
Novelist and poet

ACanadian poet, novelist, literary critic,
essayist and environmental activist,
 Margaret Atwood is among the most hon-
oured authors of Canadian fiction in

recent times. The list of honorary degrees heaped
upon her, the many awards for the novels, poems,

short stories and essays she has produced go on and on.  Where and
when did it all begin?

Because of her father’s ongoing research in forest entomology, Atwood
spent much of her childhood in the backwoods of Northern Quebec,
and travelling between Ottawa, Sault Ste. Marie and Toronto.  She did
not attend school full time until Grade 8―not an auspicious start for a
would-be writer.  However, she became a voracious reader: Dell pocket-
book mysteries, Grimm’s Fairy Tales, Canadian animal stories and comic
books.  Atwood began writing at the age of six and realized she wanted
to write professionally when she was 16.

In 1957, she began studying at Victoria College in the University of
Toronto, graduating in 1961 with a BA in English Literature. That same
year Atwood won the E.J. Pratt Medal for her first privately printed book
of poems, Double Persephone. Then she began graduate studies at Har-
vard’s Radcliffe College, completing a master’s degree in 1962, and began
but never completed her PhD at Harvard. However, the large number of
doctoral degrees received since then include an honorary Doctor of Liter-
ature from the National University of Ireland Galway.

Her most notable novels, all of them winners of awards, have been The
Handmaid's Tale, Cat’s Eye, Alias Grace, The Blind Assassin, Oryx and Crake
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and Surfacing. She has been shortlisted for the Governor General’s
Award seven times, winning twice, and is also a Booker Prize winner.
She is also a founder of the Writers’ Trust of Canada, a non-profit literary
organization that seeks to encourage Canada’s writing community.

The Publishers’ Weekly summed up the final entry in her brilliant Maddad-
dam trilogy in this way: “It roils with spectacular and furious satire. Her
vision is as affirming as it is cautionary. The conclusion of this remarkable
trilogy leaves us not with a sense of despair at mankind’s failings, but
with a sense of awe at humanity’s barely explored potential to evolve.”

While best known for her work as a novelist, she is also a poet, having
published 15 books of poetry to date. Her world-famous reputation has
caused large numbers of fans to seek her agreement to read their man-
uscripts and to send a few well-placed words of approval.  Ever the
poet, Margaret Atwood responded with words and a lilt that would
have made Alice in Wonderland’s Lewis Carroll envious:

“You are well-known, Ms. Atwood,” the Editor said, “And we long for
your quote on this book; A few well-placed words wouldn’t bother your
head, And would help us to get in the hook!” 

“In my youth,” said Ms. Atwood, “I blurbed with the best; I practically
worked with a stencil!  I strewed quotes about with the greatest
largesse, And the phrases flowed swift from my pencil... 

But now I am aging, my brain is all shrunk, And my adjective store is
depleted; My hair’s getting stringy, I walk as though drunk; As a
 quotester I’m nigh-on defeated.

“ I’d like to be useful, God knows, as a girl I was well-taught to help and
to share; But the books and the pleas for quotes pour through the door
Till the heaps of them drive to despair! 

So at last I’ve decided to say No to all, What you need is a writer who’s
youthful; Who has energy, wit, and a lot on the ball, And would find
your new book a sweet toothful, (Or else sees no need to be truthful). 

Such a one would be happy, dear Editor to, Write you quotes until blue
in the brain. It’s a person like this who can satisfy you, Not poor me,
who am half down the drain. 
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So I wish you good luck, and your author and book, Which I hope to
read later with glee. Long may you publish and search out the blurbs,
Though you will not get any from me.”

And what of her non-writing life? Margaret Atwood and partner
Graeme Gibson, who is also a writer, are both strong international envi-
ronmentalists and supporters of the Green Party of Elizabeth May.  And
both endorsed the UN Secretary-General’s call for negotiations leading
to a nuclear weapons convention.

Thomas John (Jock) Murray,  
OC  ONS  MD  FRCPC  FAAN  MACP  FCA  
LL.D  D.Sc  D.Litt  
Innovator in medical education; 
MS research and education

Jock Murray was born in Pictou, Nova Scotia, in
1938. He attended St. Francis Xavier Univer-
sity in  Antigonish and  Dalhousie University
School of Medicine. After two years of general

practice he began training in internal medicine and then neurology in
Halifax, London and Toronto, before joining the Dalhousie Medical Fac-
ulty in 1970. Thereafter, he became professor of neurology, professor of
medical humanities and dean of medicine.  

While Dean of Medicine at Dalhousie University, he created a well-
respected program in 'medical humanities', recognizing "We need sci-
ence, but science also needs the humanities to understand human
values ... and the human decisions that must guide our use of science."  

Dr. Murray has more than 300 medical publications, nine books and 43
textbook chapters to his credit. He is the author of a textbook on neu-
rology (now in its 4th edition), and two books on the management of
multiple sclerosis (MS). An internationally-recognized source on MS, his
book Multiple Sclerosis: The History of the Disease is an award winner. 

He has been on the board of 22 medical journals, and has served as
governor, regent and chairman of the board of regents for the Ameri-
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can College of Physicians. He was the founder and first president of
the Dalhousie Society for the History of Medicine, and founder and
past president of the Consortium of North American Multiple Sclero-
sis Centres.

Jock Murray's lectures have taken him to many medical schools, includ-
ing the Baylor University Medical Centre in Dallas, Texas.  There, in a
long interview, Dr. William Roberts (WCR) spoke of the “beautiful lec-
ture on multiple sclerosis” given by Dr. Murray (TJM) at the Medical
Centre, and then asked him to speak about his family life—which helps
explain where Murray’s inquiring mind originated. 

TJM: “I grew up in a family of ten children; my father was the editor
and publisher of a weekly newspaper and my mother wrote columns
for it. I have only fond memories of my childhood. One advantage of
growing up in a large family is that if you don’t get into a lot of
 trouble you are pretty free to do what you want. My parents were
busy enough and I could explore, have many hobbies, wander in the
woods or go boating. Growing up in a large family gave me incredi-
ble freedom.

WCR: “Did you read a lot?

TJM: “I always liked to read and had some favourite books. When I see
them now in the bookstores I buy them and give them to my kids. Our
house was a messy place filled with magazines and newspapers and
lots and lots of books. We had every magazine imaginable; my mother
used to tear out all the nudes. We got books every week because both
my father and mother were involved in writing and publishing. Printed
material was part of their lives. 

“My mother also collected books, which most people didn’t want in
those days. If there was a farm or house auction she would wait and
buy all the books for a few dollars. She would sift through them, send-
ing the ones she didn’t want to a local charity and adding the others to
the bookshelves at home.

“When she died, she left me all of her books. I already had a huge col-
lection; at last count I had 52 bookcases full of books. We recently put
an addition to our house and half of it is a new library!”
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Gisèle Côté-Harper,  OC  LL.M 
Lawyer and former chair of Rights 
and Development

On the sixth anniversary of the Montreal
Massacre, which saw 14 young women
killed and 10 others wounded at the École
Polytechnique, it was somehow fitting

that the 1995 recipient of the Pearson Peace
Medal was a francophone woman from Quebec, who has devoted most
of her life to the promotion of human rights and justice. Gisèle Côté-
Harper is a Canadian lawyer and professor. She graduated from l’Uni-
versité Laval (LL.L) and Harvard University (LL.M), and was appointed
Queen’s Counsel in 1987. She has specialized in criminal law and
human rights and in 1997 was made an Officer of the Order of Canada.

While being a professor of law and human rights she ably chaired the
board of the International Centre for Human Rights and International
Development (later renamed Rights and Development). When she
received the Pearson Peace Medal at Rideau Hall, Côté-Harper
described her motivation as an “adamant refusal to give in to power-
lessness”. Moreover, she said, “I make a constant attempt to find ways to
provide better conditions for achieving justice and peace, be it locally,
provincially, nationally and/or internationally.”

Côté-Harper began her career working with young victims of physical
and psychological abuse in Montreal. For two years she worked as a
prosecutor in the Youth and Children's Court, hearing and seeing many
ugly things, such as a 5-year-old boy tied up and kept under a bed all
night.  Severe physical beatings and sexual misdemeanors were fre-
quently to be dealt with.  These two years could be seen as a training
period for her major roles in the global arena.

In 1990, she became the founding chair of the International Centre for
Human Rights and Democratic Development, after having co-authored
the report leading to its creation. She currently sits on numerous boards
of international development agencies. Côté-Harper participated as part
of the official Canadian Delegation to the 7th UN Congress for Crime
Prevention and the Treatment of Delinquents in Milan; also to the UN’s
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Fourth World Conference of Women held in Beijing. The real inspiration
in Beijing in 1995 , she said, was the mobilization of thousands of human
beings from all over the world, who will no longer ever again remain
silent when seeing or experiencing serious abuse simply because they
are women.

Côté-Harper was the first woman member of the UN Human Rights
Committee.  She was also a board member of the Canadian Institute for
International Peace and Security and a member of the International
Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty.

Finally, she sees the importance of the UN’s initiatives for nuclear disar-
mament as essential for the further strengthening of international law
and human rights. 

Yves Fortier,  CC  LL.B 
Lawyer, negotiator and former 
president of the UN Security Council

Yves Fortier has been many things in his
productive life.  He was chairman of the
Montreal-based Ogilvy Renault, and is one
of the most prominent and distinguished

lawyers in Canada. He earned a Bachelor of Civil
Law from McGill and a Bachelor of Letters from Oxford University as a
Rhodes Scholar.

This short profile will focus on his willingness and ability to play some
of the most important roles in the world of many conflicts today―
those of negotiator, adjudicator and/or arbitrator for the impartial set-
tlement of disputes. These can be as trivial as a boundary dispute
based on fishing rights, or as vitally important as a quarrel involving
two nations armed with nuclear weapons.

From 1988 to 1992, Fortier was Canada’s ambassador and permanent
representative for Canada to the United Nations, and he served as presi-
dent of the United Nations Security Council in 1989. He has pleaded
important cases before Canadian and international courts and arbitration
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panels, and served as counsel to many royal commissions and commis-
sions of enquiry.  From 1984 to 1989 he was a member of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration at The Hague; and from 1998 to 2001, Fortier served
as president of the London Court of International Arbitration. 

He has served as adjudicator in the following matters:

* the land and maritime boundary dispute between Bahrein and Qatar
in 1997;

* the boundary dispute between Colombia and Nicaragua (2002) as
Judge ad hoc of the International Court of Justice;

* Ireland v. United Kingdom (MOX Plant Case) as a member of the Inter-
national Tribunal for the Law of the Sea;

* the Eurotunnel dispute (France-Manche v. UK and France) as a mem-
ber of the international arbitral tribunal.

Fortier acted as counsel for the Government of Canada before the
International Court of Justice at The Hague in the Canada-US Gulf of
Maine Maritime Boundary case in 1984; and did the same before the
ad hoc international tribunal constituted to determine the maritime
boundary between Canada and France in the North Atlantic in 1991.
He was the lead counsel for the Government of Nova Scotia before
the international tribunal constituted to determine the offshore
boundary between Nova Scotia and Newfoundland & Labrador in
2001.

Fortier acted for the Government of Quebec as its special negotiator with
the Cree Nation; also as its lead negotiator with the Innu Nation in 2006.
He was the Government of Canada’s chief negotiator in the negotiation
with France of a Maritime boundary in the North Atlantic, 1987-1989; and
played the same role in the negotiation with the United States of the
Pacific Salmon Treaty, 1994-1998.

Yves Fortier was the special envoy of the UN Secretary-General to
Malaysia in 1997, as well as his personal representative and mediator in
the Equatorial Guinea and Gabon dispute in 2003-2008.

It is both heartening and reassuring to know that a Canadian lawyer
and a former president of the United Nations Security Council has so
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many successful negotiations to his credit. His experience as a judge
with the International Court of Justice in The Hague, and his many
negotiations involving governments, both large and small, explain
Yves Fortier’s willingness to endorse the start of negotiations towards
a nuclear weapons convention.

Margaret Hilson,  OC  RN  MES 
International public health advocate

Margaret Hilson trained as a nurse and
went to India with Canadian University
Service Overseas (CUSO) in her twen-
ties. “That was a turning point for me”,

she says, “being involved in international devel-
opment issues. When I first went to India , it was

very evident that the disparities and the health inequities were not
going to be addressed by the curative health model.”  She recognized
the need to look at the root causes. “That would be the same, whether
in India, any other low-income country, or in similar low-income areas
here in Canada. So, public health for me was a way to address the
issues of social justice." Hilson was also a CUSO volunteer  in Central
America where she worked with peasant women in setting up volun-
teer village health promoters.

Following her experience as a community health nurse educator in India,
she was appointed by the World Health Organization to a regional training
team and over the next two years gained first-hand experience in Nepal,
Thailand and Indonesia. Hilson then joined the Canadian Public Health
Association (CPHA) in 1985 and began developing programs to strengthen
sister public health associations in more than 30 developing countries. She
has promoted their increased involvement in the World Federation of Pub-
lic Health Associations, and raised the profile of the public health concerns
of developing countries within the Federation. The World Health Organiza-
tion, recognizing the international contribution to health policy develop-
ment that can be made by national public health associations, awarded the
prestigious Sasakawa Award to CPHA in 1992.
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Through all such initiatives, Margaret Hilson has done a great deal to
shape Canada’s reputation as a leader in health promotion. She retired
from CPHA in 2006, but has remained active in the field of public health. 

For 20 years, she served the World Federation of Public Health Associa-
tions well, so much so that Hilson was awarded its prestigious Lifetime
Achievement Award, presented to her in Addis Ababa in 2012. Other
awards earned by her include the inaugural International Council of
Nurses’ International Achievement Award in 1999; and acknowledgement
from the Pan American Health Organization as a  "Public Health Hero"―
one of only 17 Canadians to receive this honour.

When asked how she felt about efforts for promoting nuclear disarma-
ment, Hilson’s response was unequivocal:  “I support wholeheartedly
the world-wide efforts to abolish nuclear weapons. It is ridiculous to
have the power to push that idiotic button in the hands of the global
leadership today. The world is at tremendous risk of unbearable suffer-
ing and potential obliteration.

“I’ve spent my career in public health and have seen such tremendous
advances in science that improve life and prevent needless deaths, par-
ticularly among children around the world. 

“It is of the greatest urgency that we recognize that the current nuclear
weapon policies, if continued indefinitely by both East and West, consti-
tute a death sentence for the human race. 

“If our national government will not act on Parliament’s unanimous
call, more than four years ago, 'to deploy major world-wide Canadian
diplomatic initiative', then we [830] recipients of the Order of Canada
should begin the process ourselves. Non-governmental organizations
were instrumental in initiating and helping to bring about both the
Land Mines Treaty and the Treaty for the Abolition of Cluster Munitions. 

“A binding Treaty resulting from a nuclear weapons convention would be
extremely difficult to achieve and maintain. But without such a Treaty our
beloved world will continue to lurch from one crisis to another, as in Syria,
the Middle East and now the Ukraine. Meanwhile, the urgent needs of the
many 'poor and disenfranchised" described by the 100 Nobel laureates
referred to above, continue to go unmet. So, let us begin this process now.” 
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In the past five years, this initiative has drawn a large number of endorse-
ments and positive comments from Canadians who now comprise a
network of almost 840.  And, though few voices have expressed dissent
publicly, it can be assumed they spoke for many who didn’t respond at

all.  “Wasn’t it demeaning the Order of Canada,” one dissenter asked, “by
identifying it with a particular cause, in this case that of nuclear disarma-
ment?  Shouldn’t the Order, as the highest honour in the land, be above
the social and political issues which boil up from time to time?”

Well, “No”, say those whose lives are briefly described in the pages of this
book.  Here is how one of them put it: “This document puts faces on the
recipients of the Order of Canada and connects them to their particular
passion to have the human species survive!  In reading the incredible list,
I realized that the causes they espoused connected them inexorably to
ending the nuclear threat.  I’ve never been so proud to be included.”

The following ninety-six are brief unsolicited comments from a much
larger number received since the initiative began in 2009 (* now
deceased):

Fernand Arsenault, CM, Cap-Pelé, NB, Education, culture and minority
rights activist:  “Je serais très heureux d’ajouter mon nom… Excellent
initiative!”

Louis Audet, OC, Montréal, QC, Businessman and philanthropist:  “I am
pleased to endorse the CNWC statement and I wish you much success
in this ongoing campaign to build further support.”

Lloyd Axworthy, OC, Winnipeg, MB, University of Winnipeg president
and vice chancellor: “I am pleased to sign up; this initiative really
requires a much broader public voice and statement to move it along.”

Tommy Banks, OC, Ottawa, ON, Musician and senator for Alberta:
“Please count me among those who urge the pursuit of nuclear disar-
mament. I am in, and also for anything else I can do to help advance
the effort.”
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Harvey Barkum, OC, Rockcliffe, ON, Physician: “I endorse with enthusi-
asm… The time may be ripe to undertake a movement to prevent a
major catastrophe.”

John Barron, CM, Komoka, ON, Musical educator: “I am certainly very
pleased to add my name. I wish you well in this vitally important
endeavour.”

Gregory Baum, OC, Montreal, QC, Theologian and professor of religious
studies: “I will gladly sign this letter!”

Liona Boyd, CM, Toronto, ON, Classical guitarist and composer: “I wish
you all the best in your efforts to remove this enormous threat we all
face.”

Ed Broadbent, CC, Ottawa, ON, Former leader of the NDP: “I believe very
strongly in this initiative; the sooner it gets underway the better. The
fact so many distinguished Canadians are behind it indicates broad
support in Canada as a whole.”

Iona Campagnola, OC, Courtenay, BC, Former federal cabinet minister:
“More than 50 years ago I was among the young mothers who con-
tributed their children’s baby teeth for scientific assessment in Canada,
to verify the negative effects of Strontium 90 (in their bodies).  Surely
we have learned and experienced enough in these intervening
decades to finally negotiate a nuclear weapons convention capable of
protecting future generations through a verifiable process designed to
permanently eliminate all nuclear weapons everywhere in the world!” 

Robert Carsen, OC, Paris, France, Director of operas: “Absolutely, YES!
The initiative is essential. The clock is ticking and it’s wonderful to think
that the Order of Canada can be of use in pressing for this action.”

Joy Coghill-Thorne, CM, Vancouver, BC, Stage, screen and TV actor and
director: “I am honoured to join my name to the distinguished group
of members of the Order of Canada initiating a call for international
negotiations to achieve a Nuclear Weapons Convention.” 

C. Anne Crocker, CM, Fredericton, NB, University of New Brunswick
librarian emerita: “I am pleased and proud to endorse the NWC.  I am
also happy to contribute financially to the initiative”.

Thomas De Koninck, CM, Québec, QC, Former dean of philosophy, Uni-
versité Laval: “Je souscri entièrement a cette initiative… Je vous
remercie bien vivement de m’en donner la possibilité.”
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Franklin Delaney, CM, Beaconsfield, QC, Leader in the telecommunica-
tions industry: “I am pleased to endorse negotiations for a NWC; very
important, urgent matter.”

Michael Dence, OC, Ottawa, ON, Planetary scientist: “I appreciate the
opportunity to join you. Please add my name.”

Peter Desbarats*, OC, London, ON, Journalist and former dean at
 University of Western Ontario: “I would be honoured to have my
name added.” 

Léo Dorais, OC, Ottawa, ON, Founding rector, Université du Québec à
Montréal: “C’est avec empressement que je me joins aux signataires
actuels de cette requète contre les armements nucléaires.” 

John Dossetor*, OC, Ottawa, ON, Physician and co-founder of Kidney
Foundation of Canada: “I am strongly in favour and honoured to be
included. I hope it might help to strengthen the political will which you
rightly identify as one of the missing links.” 

Francis Patrick Doyle, CM, Winnipeg, MB, Physician: “I agree that
nuclear weapons should be completely eliminated from our world.
More power to your efforts.” 

James “Stocky” Edwards, Comox, BC, Canadian fighter pilot in WWII:
“Yes indeed. It’s time for peace to prevail.”

Sheila Fischman, CM, Montreal, QC, Literary translater: ”Please add my
name and good luck—to all of us!”

Morris Flewwelling, CM, Red Deer, AB, Educator in heritage preserva-
tion: “This initiative is timely and important; thanks for taking the lead-
ership on it.”

Joan Ford, CM, Vancouver, BC, Physician and president of Trans Hima -
layan Refugee Society: “As a medical doctor towards the end of World
War II, I’ll never forget the devastation caused by the nuclear bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I feel strongly that these terrible weapons
should be banned in every country.”

Margaret Fulton*, OC, Salt Spring Island, BC, Former president of
Mount St. Vincent University: “I am heartened to know that the fight
to end nuclear weapons continues. I strongly endorse it.”

John Gerrard, OC, Saskatoon, SK, Former head of pediatrics, University
of Saskatchewan: “I would be delighted to sign.”
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Charlotte Gray, CM, Ottawa, ON, Historical biographer: “Absolutely I am
up for this…Count me in.” 

Claude Grenier, CM, Chicoutimi Nord, QC, Ceramic artist (aboriginal art
and handicrafts): “Je suis très heureux du dénoument positif sur le
contrôle du désarmement nucléaire. Le désarmement nous permettra
de sauve notre si belle planète.”

Buzz Hargrove, OC, Mississauga, ON, Former president of Canadian
AutoWorkers: “In the name of humanity please take this opportunity
to rid the world of all nuclear weapons.”

Hanny Hassan, CM, London, ON, Engineer: “The endorsements by so
many prominent and knowledgeable Canadians is persuasive. I fully
endorse the motion and hope you can convey to Parliamentarians not
only to endorse but also act on it (especially paragraph e of the
motion).” 

Linda Haynes, CM, Businesswoman and co-founder of ACE Bakery and
Martin Connell, OC, Co-founder, Calmeadow Foundation,Toronto,
ON: “Martin and I are happy to add our names to the list.” 

Martha Henry, CC, Stratford, ON, Actor and director: “You absolutely
have my complete support!”

Mel Hurtig, OC, Vancouver, BC, Publisher and author: “Sure, count me in.”

Laurent Isabelle, CM, Ottawa, ON, Past president of Algonquin College:
“J’appuie cette initiative parce que l’humanité n’a pas d’avenir en sou-
tenant la bombe nucléaire dessus de sa tête.”

Richard M. Ivey, CC, Toronto, ON, Businessman: “I am pleased to agree to
have my name added.” 

Douglas Jay, CM, Toronto, ON, Founding director of the Toronto School
of Theology: “I am glad to add my name to the list for this worthy
cause.”

Betty Kennedy*, OC, Campbellford, ON, Retired senator & broadcast
journalist: “Yes, you may add my name!”

Tom Kent*, CC, Kingston, ON, Journalist, public servant and public
 policy analyst: “I fully agree with the initiative for a Nuclear Weapons
Convention. Please add my name.” 

Anton Kuerti, OC, Toronto, ON, Pianist, teacher, composer and artistic
director: “I will be honoured to join this elite group.”
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Eva Kushner, OC, Toronto, ON, Former president and vice chancellor of
Victoria University (Toronto): “An impressive document and an
impressive list…Accept my best wishes for substantial results towards
world peace.”

Claude Le Bouthillier, CM, Caraquet, NB, Novelist, columnist and poet:
“Je suis absolument d’accord car nous n’avons aucune planète de
rechange.”

Dennis Lee, OC, Toronto, ON, Poet and co-founder of House of Anansi
Press: “This is more than worthwhile; please do add my name.”

Alexina Louie, OC, Toronto, ON, Classical musician: “I can think of no
other issue that is more urgent. Please add my name.” 

Flora MacDonald*, CC, Ottawa, ON, Politician and humanitarian: “Rid-
ding the world of nuclear weapons is the best possible way to ensure
that future generations have the same opportunities and possibilities
that I and so many others have had. We want to see those opportuni-
ties continue long into the future.”

Ronald MacLeod, OC, Surrey, BC, Leader in Pacific fishing industry: “I
am pleased and honoured to have my name added to endorsing this
crucial initiative.”

Margaret MacMillan, OC, Oxford, England,Historian and author: “I am
delighted to support this crucially important initiative.” 

Teresa MacNeil, CM, St. Peter’s, NS, Adult educator, St. Francis Xavier
University: “I hereby agree to have my name added. Thank you for
your work on behalf of this important initiative.”

Clifford Garfield Mahood, OC, Toronto, ON, Non-smokers rights acti -
vist: “My compliments to all of you for your leadership on this issue.”

Leon Major, CM, Washington, DC, Opera director: “The answer is a no
brainer; of course it’s yes!” 

Ermanno Mauro, OC, Mississauga, ON, Opera tenor: “I am proud and
pleased to endorse your cause and I offer my support for your initiative.”

Elizabeth May, OC, Sidney, BC, Leader of the Green Party: “Thanks for
doing this; I strongly support your initiative.” 

Maurice McGregor, OC, Montreal, QC, Pioneer in the field of health
technology assessment, McGill University: “I am pleased to be associ-
ated with your initiative, as is my wife [Dr. Margaret McGregor].” 
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Don McKay, OC, St. John’s, NL, Poet: “I am honoured to add my name.
These issues are close to my heart.” 

Audrey McLaughlin, OC, Whitehorse, YT, Former leader of the federal
NDP: “I’d be honoured to have my name added. Let us hope that
 sanity will prevail. I thank all of you involved in this important
 campaign.” 

Robert McMurtry, CM, Picton, ON, Physician: “I’d be happy and proud to
add my name to the membership of CNWC”.

Jonathan Meakins, OC, Montreal, QC, Physician: “It would be an honour
and a pleasure to join you.” 

Alexander Meisels, CM, Québec, QC, Physician: “Je vous felicité pour
cette initiative car il faut bien que les citoyens fassent entendre leurs
voix—les armes nucléaires sont trop dangereuses pour lasser leur sort
exclusivement entre les mains de politiciens.”

Pierre Meloche, OC, Val-Morin, QC, Businessman: “I encourage you to
pursue this important cause and look forward to receiving a copy of
the book.”

Mike Miller, OC, Calgary, AB, Businessman and oil well firefighter: “I
wish to confirm my support for a nuclear weapons convention.”

Robert Moody, OC, Victoria, BC, Mathematician: “I am most happy to
endorse and am fully supportive of this endeavour and pleased to be
able to help.”

Raymond Moriyama, CC, Toronto, ON, Architect: “Thanks for asking;
count me in!” 

Lawrence Morley, OC, Owen Sound, ON,Geophysicist: “I am strongly in
favour of the UN negotiating a Nuclear Weapons Convention.”

Avrum Morrow, CM, Montreal, QC, Businessman and philanthropist:
“It’s a good thing that you are doing; I’m also sending a signed letter.”

Robert G.E. Murray, OC, London, ON, Microbiologist: “I agree whole-
heartedly with your long list of recipients of the Order of Canada that
world leaders and their governments must gain agreement to a con-
vention on nuclear weapons.” 

Roald Nasgaard, OC, Toronto, ON, Author and former chief curator of
the Art Gallery of Ontario: “I absolutely support this initiative. How
can one not?”
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Peter C. Newman, CC, Richmond Hill, ON, Biographer and former editor
of Maclean’s magazine: “Of course I will sign it.” 

Christopher Newton, CM, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, Former artistic
director of the Shaw Festival: “Delighted to add my name.”

Landon Pearson, OC, Ottawa, ON, Children’s rights advocate and for-
mer senator: “I honour this undertaking as a way to respect a child’s
right to live without threat of nuclear weapons.”

Jane Pepino, CM, Toronto, ON, Lawyer: “I am pleased to add my name.
This is important work and I’m grateful to you and your colleagues
who have taken it on.”

Neville Poy, OC, Scarborough, ON, Plastic surgeon: “This initiative is a
most necessary one for the safety of the world and mankind. Please
include my name.” 

Mary Pratt, CC, St. John’s, NL, Visual artist: “Nice to be in such exalted
company. Yes, and let me know if there is anything more we can do.” 

Raymond Price, OC, Kingston, ON, Geologist: “You have my endorse-
ment towards obtaining a NWC as an integral part of Canadian Foreign
Policy.”

Richard Puddephatt, OC, London, ON, Chemistry professor, University
of Western Ontario: “I am happy to support your noble initiative.”

Ernie Regher, OC, Waterloo, ON, Co-founder of Project Ploughshares:
“The world’s primary strategy for avoiding nuclear war has to date
been to rely on luck. These accomplished supporters of nuclear aboli-
tion know that we desperately need a change in strategy.”

Boyce Richardson, CM, Ottawa, ON, Journalist, author and filmmaker: “I
have a personal website and would be happy to put the results on it
from your praiseworthy initiative.”

Douglas Roche, OC, Edmonton, AB, Author and former Canadian disar-
mament ambassador: “Murray Thomson is a Canadian treasure and
his commitment to nuclear disarmament is unceasing.”

Robert Ross, CM, Winnipeg, MB, Neurologist and professor emeritus,
 University of Manitoba: “By all means include my name; if there is any-
thing further I can do to support the cause don’t hesitate to contact me.”

Claude Roussel, CM, Cap-Pelé, NB, Sculptor and painter:“Bravo pour
cette initiative; je suis complètement d’accord.”
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Susan Douglas Rubes, CM, Collingwood, ON, Founder and producer,
Young Peoples’ Theatre: “I am pleased to endorse this initiative. By all
means add my name.”

Peter Savaryn, CM, Edmonton, AB, Lawyer and former chancellor of the
University of Alberta: “Of course I want to join you! Mankind can
defend itself against climate change, hunger, etc., but there is no
defence against nuclear bombs.”

Ezra Schabas, CM, Toronto, ON,  Musician, educator and administrator:
“I endorse wholeheartedly your program for the abolition of nuclear
weapons… If I can be of any assistance in implementing your program
let me know.”

Charles Scriver, CC, Montreal, QC, Pediatrician and biochemical geneti-
cist: “I support your initiative; thank you very much.”

Jack Shapiro, CM, Toronto, ON, Businessman and health care advocate:
“I support nuclear disarmament enthusiastically. It’s tragic that the
Canadian government does not.”

David Silcox, CM, Toronto, ON, Art historian and former president of
Sotheby’s Canada: “Count me in; I am a strong supporter of this initia-
tive.”

Gérard Snow, CM. Moncton, NB, Jurilinguist: “I am happy to endorse the
letter and glad to translate it at no charge—my modest contribution to
the cause.” 

B.J. Sproule, CM, Edmonton, AB, Pulmonary medical specialist. “I am
very strongly in support of this initiative…and am delighted to have
my name added.”

Ronald G. Tasker, OC, Toronto, ON, Neurosurgeon: “Anyone who like me
has seen the Japanese Memorial to the nuclear bombing of the
Enjasaki Hospital and surroundings in Nagasaki will not need to ask
questions as to whether or not nuclear weapons should be banned.”

David Thauberger, CM, Regina, SK, Painter and teacher: “By all means,
please add my name. I hope this can have a positive effect.” 

Lionel Théoret, CM, Laval, QC, Founder of Centre Épic (for heart disease
prevention): “Très belle initiative que j’endosse!”

William Toye, CM, Toronto, ON, Editor and publisher: “I certainly support
your initiative; you may add my name.” 
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Peter Trueman, OC, Stella, ON, TV journalist, editor and producer: “I
endorse your initiative wholeheartedly and I am happy to add my
name to those who support nuclear and environmental sanity. I do
hope those in power are getting the message.” 

Tony Urquhart, OC, Colborne, ON, Painter and helped found Canadian
Artists Represen tation: “Of course we’ll [Tony and Jane Urquhart] add
our names to this very worthwhile initiative. Keep us informed and let
us know what we can do.”

William Wall, CM, London, ON, Professor and organ transplant surgeon:
“I fully support the recommendation (inspired) by the UN Secretary
General”.

Patrick Watson, CC, Toronto, ON, TV broadcaster, producer and director,
and former chair of the CBC: “I am honoured to join the distinguished
and generous company of Canadians supporting this vital Convention.” 

Norman Webster, CM, Montreal, QC, Journalist and former editor-in-
chief of The Globe and Mail and Montreal Gazette: “Yes, I wish to be
included in this project.”
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There lies before us, if we choose, continual progress in happiness,
knowledge and wisdom. Shall we instead choose death, because we
cannot forget our quarrels?  Remember your humanity and forget 
the rest. 
—From the Russell-Einstein Manifesto 1955

This initiative has gained the endorsements of 839 recipients of
the Order of Canada, as it responded positively to the UN Secre-
tary-General’s call for a nuclear weapons convention; it received
unanimous support in the Canadian parliament, and sparked a

similar movement in Australia involving more than 800 Australian lead-
ers, including two former prime ministers and four heads of the armed
forces. 

In addition, the 2010 parliamentary motion called on the Canadian
government to deploy a major global initiative to increase the rate of
nuclear disarmament. No fewer than 130 nations in the UN General
Assembly have called for a nuclear weapons convention. It is part of a
growing global movement that has already witnessed governments
and civil society collaborating to obtain international treaties, in 1997
and 2008 respectively, to abolish all landmines and cluster munitions
[see Annex F]. 

But the Government of Canada has not made any significant move to
implement the unanimous motion of Parliament, or taken a single seri-
ous step towards disarmament.

Today, no nuclear weapon states, nor the 26 allies of those nine states,
are treating the prevention of nuclear war as ‘urgent’, defined by the
Oxford dictionary as “needing immediate attention, action or decision”.
They have ignored accumulating evidence and warnings. Even nuclear
holocaust by accident is given scant heed by them. Seventeen years
ago, in 1998, the prestigious New England Journal of Medicine warned
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the world that, in measurable time, a nuclear holocaust by accident is a
virtual certainty. Recently, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists’ Dooms-
day Clock has been moved to ‘three minutes to midnight’ [see Annex K].

Yet, neither content with ignoring such warnings, nor reducing their
warhead arsenals in numbers, accuracy and power, the nuclear weapon
states are ‘modernizing’ them—that is, increasing their capacity and
range for human destruction. 

Robert McNamara, former US Defense Secretary, has warned us that
2,000 or more nuclear-armed missiles are still on high alert and could
be launched at any minute, any hour, any day. His warning and appeal
for orderly disarmament, such as proposed by the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral for a nuclear weapons convention, was echoed by General Lee
 Butler, former Commander of the US Strategic Nuclear Forces, who just
a few years ago was prepared to launch more than 10,000 nuclear war-
heads, should orders have been received from the American president.
Ominously, a new commander has taken his place, prepared to receive
and act on similar orders.

When asked whether he supported Canada’s adoption of a Nuclear
Weapons Convention (NWC), astronaut Chris Hadfield [page 91] said:
“Of course; it’s the only sane policy there is today.” 

What exactly is this Nuclear Weapons Convention going to comprise?
This convention will be a comprehensive, multilateral treaty for outlaw-
ing nuclear weapons, a process with a timetable, strict measures for veri-
fying progress and eliminating cheating, and a clearly defined end-date.

In 1997, a consortium of experts in law, the sciences and disarmament
negotiations drafted a model NWC and the Government of Costa Rica
submitted this model to the United Nations Secretary-General as a
draft for discussion. Eleven years later, in October 2008, the Secretary-
General spoke to the East-West Institute on “The UN and security in a
nuclear weapon-free world”. He proposed a five-point plan with alter-
natives for nuclear disarmament negotiations: it could be either a
framework of separate, mutually enforcing instruments, or a nuclear
weapons convention backed by a strong system of verification. He cited
the Costa Rican draft model proposal as “a good point of departure” on
the second option.
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The model convention text requires countries with nuclear weapons to
destroy them in stages by (1) taking them off high-alert status; (2)
removing them from deployment; (3) removing the warheads from the
delivery vehicles; (4) removing the explosive ‘pits’; and,  (5) placing the
fissile material under UN control. The NWC would also prohibit produc-
tion of fissile materials—that is, the highly enriched uranium (HEU) and
separated plutonium.

Why the views of Order of Canada members matter 
There are two main reasons why the opinions of the 150 Companions,
Officers and Members of the Order of Canada cited in this book—and
the 689 others they represent—give hope that the Canadian govern-
ment will eventually adopt negotiating a Nuclear Weapons Convention
as a central part of its foreign policy.

First, the 839 current members of the Network encompass the 54 pro-
files in section V and 96 expressions of support in section VI. All of them
reflect attitudes which are strongly humanitarian, and are commonly
linked to actions and values universally accepted in most, if not all,
countries today. Some examples include: 

the endless patience of Nigel Fisher, the UN’s ‘go-to-guy’, who after
coordinating the recovery work in earthquake-damaged Haiti, then
faced and helped to mitigate the misery of more than one million
children living in barren refugee camps along the Syrian borders
with Jordan and Lebanon; 

the tenacity of Samantha Nutt,  co-founder of War Child, and her fear-
lessness in confronting the twin scourges of war and disease in war
zones today;

the sheer guts of Roméo Dallaire, though helpless and unable to stop
the genocide in Rwanda, found the strength and courage to help
the rehabilitation of  African youth via the Child Soldiers Initiative;  

the perseverance of Alex Neve, upholding Amnesty International’s wit-
ness for justice  and human rights in Indonesia, Burma, the Congo,
Mali and South Sudan;

the sturdy will to live and to help others of Setsuko Thurlow, climbing
out of a destroyed nuclear-bombed building amid the ashes of
Hiroshima, tearing strips off her own clothes, soaking them in a
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stream, then holding them to the mouths of the dying who were
crying for water; 

the willingness and courage of James Orbinski to leave his young family
and go to the killing fields of Rwanda with Médécins Sans Frontières at
the height of the genocide;

the relentless pressure for a human rights legislation by William
 Schabas and the pursuit of justice in helping to establish the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

Also, the joie de vivre, commitment and sensitivity expressed in the
work and life of the performing artists, such as: 

the various human forms of dance created by Margie Gillis, together
with her strong social conscience in her support for Oxfam, Amnesty
and Planned Parenthood, expressed in part through more than 100
different dance routines; 

the humility and sheer contentment with the world of music expressed
by Valdy Horsdal, the acclaimed folk singer who “just likes to make
music” and who tries to live, he says, by the Golden Rule; 

the unexpected discovery by poet Patrick Lane of beauty via the
 iridescent blue wings of a butterfly, and his plea to graduating uni-
versity students to live their lives as fully and lovingly as they can; 

the dogged determination of Ed Burtynsky, photographing the slag
heaps of nature transformed through industry—“the reflecting
pools of our times”.

The second reason is these recipients of the Order of Canada—all
members of Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention—are also
characterized by extremely high levels of accomplishment in key areas,
literally involving the physical future of our world and the continuing
social existence of all of us who live in it.

At the macro level are the space explorers, engineers and astro-scientists,
such as Michael Dence, an authority on meteoric collisions and their
effect on the earth, seeking to uncover many of the mysteries surrounding
meteorites and asteroids. Also, the foresight, skill and audaciousness of
Bruce Aikenhead, the space engineer who persuaded NASA to build the
Canadarm, then to introduce the creative astronaut Chris Hadfield to the
world. 
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We also have the oceanographer Christopher Barnes, following the
laying of 800 kilometers of cable on the Pacific floor, whose sensors
monitor changes in sea temperatures, providing knowledge essential
for predicting climate change and earthquakes which threaten Van-
couver and Victoria … Climatologist Gordon McBean, co-recipient of
the Nobel Peace Prize awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on
 Climate Change … The late geographer Ross MacKay, who spent
many years in the High Arctic studying changes in permafrost, one of
the key indicators of climate change in the North … and Julie Cruik-
shank, whose anthropological research in the North helps to preserve
the history of Indigenous peoples. 

At the micro level are scientists like John Polanyi, who received the
Nobel prize for his work in fundamental physical chemistry, which led
to the construction of powerful chemical lasers … Ursula Franklin,
whose work with other scientists identified the nuclear fallout of stron-
tium 90 in children’s teeth … Michael Rudnicki, whose research on
stem cells promises one day to solve our most puzzling medical prob-
lems … and the late Theodore Sourkes, a brilliant scientist, interna-
tionally known as a pioneer in combating Parkinson’s disease and
describing the role of vitamins in the nervous system.

The pioneer research and life-saving work done by the 61 physicians,
including 25 surgeons, other specialists and medical researchers, all of
whom are members of Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention, is
threatened unless we can remove the spectre of nuclear war and
remove it soon. The physicians include:

The late John Dossetor, who carried out the first kidney transplant in
the  Commonwealth 

John Last, an epidemiologist trained to deal with the threat of global
epidemics 

Henry Barnett, known as the world’s leading stroke neurologist 

Brian Sproule, respirologist (asthma), who established pulmonary
medicine as a specialty in Canada 

Ramsay Gunton, an internationally-recognized specialist in cardio-
 vascular disease 
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Charles Scriver, who has made “an exceptional contribution to the
development of human genetics", through his work on genetic dis-
orders in children  

Balfour Mount, oncologist and called the ‘Father of palliative care in
North America’ 

Judith Hall, whose original research advanced the understanding of
dwarfism and the dynamics of cellular growth

Jock Murray, a promoter of 'medical humanities' in education and
 recognized expert on multiple sclerosis 

Nor should we forget Margaret Hilson, selected by the International
Council of Nurses to receive its inaugural Florence Nightingale Award
for International Achievement in 1999.

These accomplishments, essential to the future of all Canadians, run
counter to and oppose the culture of war, which totters on the shibbo-
leth of nuclear security. What accomplishments have the fear of nuclear
war ever delivered to us? What security of any kind is offered to us by
the MAD policy of mutual assured destruction? Esteemed writer Arund-
hati Roy, author of The God of Small Things, warns that our world is
more than four billion years old, but because of existing nuclear poli-
cies it could end in a single afternoon.

Former Minister of External Affairs Lloyd Axworthy, and former sena-
tor and ambassador Douglas Roche, both express cautious optimism
about the future. Lloyd Axworthy warns that “there is no sure way to
navigate this world. No yellow brick road leads to a guarantee of salva-
tion at its end…” But we can look ahead “towards a horizon where 
 justice, security and fairness beckon”. Douglas Roche believes that “the
culture of war is giving way to a culture of peace. You won’t see such a
headline, because the immediacy of existing violence trumps the long-
range gains of humanity. But a global conscience is at work, stirring us,
animating us, and making us reach out beyond ourselves. We must
keep reaching, and reaching.”

All these leaders of ours in the sciences, politics and the arts con-
tribute to the protection of everyone’s physical and mental health,
not just in Canada but globally. They represent the antithesis of
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nuclear war, and offer the foundation stones on which a culture of
peace is being built. It is for such a culture that our writers, artists
and poets offer their insights. In the forceful words of Arundhati
Roy: 

Our strategy should be, not only to confront [war and] empire but to
lay siege to it, to deprive it of oxygen. To shame it, to mock it with our
art, our music, our stubbornness, our joy, our sheer relentlessness and
our stories…. Remember this:  We are many and they are few. They
need us more than we need them. Another world is not only possible,
she is on her way.  On a quiet day I can hear her breathing.

[War Talk, South End Press, 2003]
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The following 12 annexes provide useful current information and lessons
from the past for those interested in nuclear disarmament. They all have
action components—pathways for those willing to act—by/for govern-
ments, citizens or both.

For example: 

Annex A calls for all Canadian Members of Parliament, regardless of
party, to reintroduce or rewrite the motion passed more than four years
ago on the need for nuclear disarmament. 

Annex B is a list of recipients of the Order of Canada, now at 839 and
climbing, who have endorsed the Nuclear Weapons Convention. Any
who are familiar with the Convention can help to increase that number
by offering to contact new recipients of the Order recently appointed.

Annex D offers opportunities in cities across Canada to sign up mayors
who have not yet done so—interested in promoting a nuclear weapons
convention.

Annex E suggests members of the Catholic faith follow the Pope’s lead,
and those of other faiths to speak out for nuclear disarmament in the
home, church, workplace and community. 

Annex F suggests clues in our efforts for nuclear disarmament gained
from the successful struggles to ban landmines and cluster munitions
globally. 
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Annex A:  Unanimous Canadian parliamentary motion, 2010 
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Annex B:  839 Order of Canada recipients endorse the NWC

Since this initiative was launched in 2009, led by John Polanyi CC, Douglas Roche OC,
and Murray Thomson OC, 839 recipients of the Order of Canada (to August 2015)
have endorsed the call for international negotiations to achieve a Nuclear Weapons
Convention: 

We call on all member States of the United Nations—including Canada—to
endorse, and begin negotiations for, a Nuclear Weapons Convention as proposed
by the UN Secretary-General in his five-point plan for nuclear disarmament. 

The Order of Canada is the country’s highest civilian honour and is the centrepiece of
Canada’s honours system. It recognizes a lifetime of outstanding achievement, dedica-
tion to the community and service to the nation. Recipients are from all walks of life, as
the profiles in this book illustrate. Over a five plus year period, changes occur. Many of
these very accomplished people continue to be honoured for their contributions to
society. Sadly some have passed on; we note the ‘deceased’ below to the best of our
knowledge and apologize for any oversights. 

We therefore provide only minimal information in the following list; for those who are
interested, more can be found at www.nuclearweaponsconvention.ca.

List of Endorsers: (* deceased)

A
Irving Abella, CM, Toronto, ON
Baha Abu-Laban, CM, Edmonton,

AB
Carolyn Acker, CM, Toronto, ON
Ewan Affleck, CM, Yellowknife,

NT
William Aide, CM, Toronto, ON
Bruce Aikenhead, OC, Salmon

River, BC
Robert Aitken, CM, Toronto, ON
Lincoln Alexander, CC, Hamilton,

ON*
Warren Allmand, OC, Montréal,

QC
Mary Allodi, CM, Toronto, ON
Jocelyne Alloucherie, OC,

 Montréal, QC
Richard Alway, OC, Toronto, ON
Murray Angus, CM, Ottawa, ON
Istvan Anhalt, OC, Kingston, ON*
George Archibald, CM, Boraboo,

Wisconsin
Sally Armstrong, CM, Toronto,

ON
Fernand Arsenault, CM, Cap-Pelé,

NB
Rina Arsenault, CM, Fredericton,

NB
Harry Arthurs, OC, Toronto, ON

Kenojuak Ashevak, CC, Cape
Dorset, NT* 

Margaret Atwood, CC, Toronto,
ON

Louis Audet, CM, Montréal, QC
Paul-A Audet, CM, Québec, QC
Lloyd Axworthy, OC, Winnipeg,

MB
Thomas Axworthy, OC, Toronto,

ON

B
Frederic Back, OC, Montréal, QC
Constance Backhouse, CM,

Ottawa, ON
A. Charles Baillie, OC, Toronto,

ON
André Bandrauk, OC, Sher-

brooke, QC
Tommy Banks, OC, Ottawa, ON
Mitchell Baran, CM, London, ON
Marcel Barbeau, OC, Baguolet,

QC
Ralph Barford, CM, North York,

ON
Harvey Barkun, OC, Rockcliffe,

ON
Christopher Barnes, CM, Victoria,

BC
Michael Barnes, CM, Haliburton,

ON

Henry Barnett, CC, King City, ON
J. J. Barnicke, CM, Toronto, ON*
Gerald Barr, CM, Ottawa, ON
Andrew Barrie, CM, Creemore,

ON
John Barron, CM, Komoka, ON
James Bartleman, OC, Perth, ON
William Barton, CM, Ottawa, ON
Michel Bastarache, CC, Ottawa,

ON
Robert Bateman, OC, Salt Spring

Island, BC 
Gregory Baum, OC, Montréal, QC
D.W. Baxter, OC, Montréal, QC*
Iain Baxter&, OC, Windsor, ON
Richard Beamish, CM, Nanaimo,

BC
George Beaton, OC, North York,

ON
David Beatty, CM, Toronto, ON
Murray Beck, CM, Lunenberg,

NS*
Margaret Becklake, CM, Mon-

tréal, QC
John Beckwith, CM, Toronto, On
Paul Beeston, CM, Toronto, ON
Monique Bégin, OC, Ottawa, ON
Jeanne Beker, CM, Toronto, ON
Jean-Luc Bélanger, CM, Dieppe,

NB
Tony Belcourt, OC, Ottawa, ON
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Allan Gordon Bell, CM, Cochrane,
AB

John Kim Bell, OC, Toronto, ON
Jenny Belzberg, CM, Calgary, AB
Avie Bennett, CC, Toronto, ON
Jalynn Bennett, CM, Toronto,

ON*
Mario Bernardi, CC, Toronto, ON * 
Jeanne Besner, CM, Calgary, AB
Anita Best, CM, Norris Point, NL
Stan Bevington, CM, Toronto, ON
Gurcharan Bhatia, CM, Edmon-

ton, AB
Rabbi Arthur Bielfeld, CM,

Toronto, ON
Sandra Birdsell, CM, Regina, SK
James Black, CM, Victoria, BC
David Blackwood, CM, Port

Hope, ON
David Blair, CM, Québec, QC
Clark Blaise, OC, San Francisco,

California
Allan Blakeney, OC, Saskatoon,

SK*
Bernard Blishen, CM, Ottawa, ON
Michael Bliss, CM, Toronto, ON
Hans-Ludwig Blohm, CM, 

Ottawa, ON
Shirley Blumberg, CM, Toronto,

ON
Warren T. Blume, CM, London,

ON
Robin Boadway, OC, Kingston,

ON
Bruno Bobak, CM, Fredericton,

NB*
Molly Lamb Bobak, CM, Frederic-

ton, NB*
Douglas Bocking, CM, London,

ON
Marion Bogo, OC, Toronto, ON
Colette Boky, OC, Montréal, QC
Arnold Boldt, OC, Saskatoon, SK 
Edsel Bonnell, CM, St., John’s, NL
James Borcoman, CM, Ottawa,

ON
Emile “Butch” Bouchard, OC, St-

Lambert, QC*
Claude Bourque, CM, Dieppe, NB
Robert Bourne, CM, London, ON
Newton Bowles, OC, New York,

NY*
Liona Boyd, CM, New Canaan, CN
Mary Boyd, OC, Blooming Point,

PE
William J. S. Boyle, CM, Toronto,

ON

Suzanne Bradshaw, CM, Toronto,
ON

Arthur Braid, CM, Winnipeg, MB
Philip Branton, OC, St-Lambert,

QC
Raymond Breton, OC, Toronto,

ON
Robert Bringhurst, OC, Heriot

Bay, BC
Alan Broadbent, CM, Toronto, ON
Edward Broadbent, CC, Ottawa,

ON
Dave Broadfoot, OC, Toronto, ON
Timothy Brodhead, OC, Mon-

tréal, QC
A.A. Bronson, OC, New York, NY
Pierre Brouillette, CM, Montréal,

QC
James Bruce, OC, Ottawa, ON 
Fred Bruemmer, CM, Montréal-

Ouest, QC
Thomas Brzustowski, OC,

Ottawa, ON
Judd Buchanan, OC, Silver Star

Mountain, BC*
Peter Buckland, CM, Vancouver,

BC
Judith Budovitch, CM, Frederic-

ton, NB
Paul Buisonneau, OC, Montréal,

QC
Rabbi Reuven Bulka, CM, Ottawa,

ON
Ron Burnett, CM, Vancouver, BC
Edward Burtynsky, OC, Toronto,

ON
Sharon Butala, OC, Calgary, AB
George Butterfield, OC, Toronto,

ON
Isabelle Butters, CM, Saskatoon,

SK

C
Peter Calamai, CM, Ottawa, ON
Silver Donald Cameron, CM, Hali-

fax, NS
Stevie Cameron, CM, Toronto, ON
Vickie Cammack, CM, Surrey, BC
Carmen Campagne, CM, Sainte-

Anne, MB
Iona Campagnolo, OC, 

Courtenay, BC
David Campbell, CM, Tornot, ON
Rev. Donald Campbell, CM, 

Sydney, NS
Lorne Campbell, OC, Winnipeg,

MB
Mel Cappe, OC, Toronto, ON

Bonnie Cappuccino, CM,
Maxville, ON

Fred Cappuccino, CM, Maxville,
ON

Tantoo Cardinal, CM, Vancouver,
BC

Robert D. Carman, CM, Colborne,
ON

Robert Carsen, OC, Paris, France
Walter Carsen, OC, Toronto, ON*
Allan Carswell, CM, Thornhill, ON
Margaret Casey, CM, Halifax, NS
Richard Cashin, OC, St. John’s, NL
John Cassaday, CM, Toronto, ON
Charles Catto, CM, Pickering, ON*
Paul J. Cavalluzzo, CM, Toronto,

ON
Raffi Cavoukian, CM, Salt Spring

Island, BC
Wendy Cecil, CM, Toronto, ON
Joan Chalmers, CC, Toronto, ON
Savvas Chamberlain, CM, Water-

loo, ON
Ted Chamberlin, OC, Halfmoon

Bay, BC
Stephen Chatman, CM, Vancou-

ver, BC
Lawrence Cherney, CM, Toronto,

ON
Saul Cherniack, CM, Winnipeg,

MB
Paul Cherry, OC, Saint John, NB
Warren Chippindale, CM, West-

mount, QC*
Harvey Max Chochinov, OC, Win-

nipeg, MB
Denise Chong, OC, Ottawa, ON
Marc Chouinard, CM, Memram-

cook, NB
Victor Cicansky, CM, Regina, SK
Michael Clague, CM, Vancouver,

BC
Barbara Clark, CM, Ottawa, ON
Ian Clark, CM, Toronto, ON
Stephen Clarkson, OC, Toronto,

ON
Ronald Cleminson, CM, Ottawa,

ON*
Bruce Cockburn, OC, Toronto, ON
Joy Coghill-Thorne, CM, Vancou-

ver, BC
Albert Cohen, OC, Winnipeg,

MB*
John Robert Colombo, CM,

Toronto, ON
Alex Colville, CC, Wolfville, NS*
Eleanor Collins, CM, Surrey, BC
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Elizabeth Comper, CM, Toronto,
ON*

Tony Comper, CM, Toronto, ON
Thomas Condon, CM, Saint John,

NB*
Martin Connell, OC, Toronto, ON
Ramsay Cook, OC, Toronto, ON
Jane Coop, CM, Vancouver, BC
Paul Copeland, CM, Toronto, ON
Hon. Sheila Copps, OC, Ottawa,

ON
Auréa Cormier, CM, Moncton, NB
Gisèle Côté-Harper, OC, Québec,

QC
Irwin Cotler, OC, Ottawa, ON
The Hon. Marilyn Trenholme

Counsell, OC, Sackville, NB
Douglas Coupland, OC, West

Vancouver, BC
Dennis Covill, CM, Hacketts Cove,

NS
Albert Cox, CM, Cobble Hill, BC
Purdy Crawford, CC, Toronto,

ON*
Anne Crocker, CM, Fredericton,

NB
David Crombie, OC, Toronto, ON
David Cronenberg, CC, Toronto,

ON
Lorna Crozier, OC, North Saanich,

BC
Julie M. Cruikshank, OC, Vancou-

ver, BC
Frances Cutler, OC, Ottawa, ON

D
Roméo Dallaire, OC, Ottawa, ON
Alban D’Amours, CM, Québec,

QC
Sir John Daniel, OC, Vancouver,

BC
William Daniel, OC, North York,

ON
Barnett Danson, CC, Toronto,

ON*
Gustavo U. da Roza, OC, Surrey,

BC
Tirone David, OC, Toronto, ON
Victor Davies, CM, Toronto, ON
Natalie Z. Davis, CC, Toronto, ON
Shelagh Day, CM, Vancouver, BC
Thomas De Koninck, CM,

Québec, QC
Franklin Delaney, CM, Beacons-

field, QC
Catherine Delaney, CM, Toronto,

ON
Jon Dellandrea, CM, Toronto, ON

Rock Demers, CC, Montréal, QC
Michael Dence, OC, Ottawa, ON
Louise Dennys, CM, Toronto, ON
Michael de Pencier, CM, Toronto,

ON
Nathalie Des Rosiers, CM,

Ottawa, ON
Peter Desbarats, OC, London,

ON*
Jean Deslauriers, OC, Saint-Lau-

rent, QC
Louis Desrochers, CM, Edmon-

ton, AB
Marq de Villiers, CM, Port Med-

way, NS
Marie-Éva de Villers, CM, Mon-

tréal, QC
Jan de Vries, CM, Pickering, ON
A.J. Diamond, OC, Toronto, ON
Beverley Diamond, CM, St.

John’s, NL
Jennifer Dickson, CM, Ottawa,

ON
Charles Diemer, CM, Woodslee,

ON
Henry Dinsdale, CM, Kingston,

ON
John Dirks, CM, Toronto, ON
Léo A. Dorais, OC, Ottawa, ON
Roger Dorton, CM, Toronto, ON
John Dossetor, OC, Edmonton,

AB*
Shirley Douglas, OC, Toronto, ON 
The Hon. Elizabeth Dowdeswell,

OC, Toronto, ON
Francis Patrick Doyle, CM, Win-

nipeg, MB 
Garth Drabinsky, OC, Toronto,

ON  
Clare Drake, CM, Edmonton, AB  
Stephen Drance, OC, Vancouver,

BC 
Jacques Dubois, CM, Welland,

ON 
Muriel Duckworth, CM, Halifax,

NS*
Calixte Duguay, CM, Caraquet,

NB  
Mathieu Duguay, CM, Lamèque,

NB 
James Durrell, CM, Ottawa, ON 
Marcel Dutil, CM, Outremont, QC
Phil Dwyer, CM, Qualicum Beach,

BC 
Howard Dyck, CM, Waterloo, ON

E
Alan Earp, OC, Niagara-on-the-

Lake, ON   

Michael Eaton, CM, Dartmouth,
NS   

James Eayrs, OC, Toronto, ON 
Marlys Edward, CM, Toronto, ON 
Iwan Edwards, CM, Lachine, QC 
James Edwards, CM, Comox, BC
Atom Egoyan, OC, Toronto, ON
Robert Elgie, CM, Keswick, ON 
Mostafa Elhilali, OC, Montréal,

QC 
John Ellis, OC, Vancouver, BC 
Gordon Emberley, CM, Lac Du

Bonnet, MB 
Howard Engel, CM, Toronto, ON 
Robert Engle, CM, Yellowknife,

NT*
John English, CM, Toronto, ON 
Murray Enkin, CM, Hamilton, ON 
Allan B. Etmanski, CM, Surrey, BC
Sorel Etrog, CM, Toronto, ON
John Evans, CC, Toronto, ON*

F
Gathie Falk, CM, Vancouver, BC 
Paul Fazio, CM, Montréal, QC
William Feindel, OC, Montréal,

QC*
Victor Feldbrill, OC, Toronto, ON
Anthony Fell, OC, Montréal, QC
Fraser Fell, CM, Toronto, ON 
Ivan Fellegi, OC, Ottawa, ON  
Colm Feore, OC, Stratford, ON 
Graeme Ferguson, CM, Baysville,

ON  
Marcien Ferland, OC, La Salle, MB   
Solange Fernet-Gervais, CM,

Hérouxville, QC
Paterson Ferns, CM, Victoria, BC   
Sheila Fischman, CM, Montréal,

QC
Nigel Fisher, OC, Salt Spring

Island, BC  
James D. Fleck, CC, Toronto, ON  
Brian Flemming, CM, Halifax, NS 
Marielle Fleury, CM, Brome, QC   
Morris Flewwelling, CM, Red

Deer, AB   
Joan Ford, CM, Vancouver, BC
Tom Forrestall, CM, Dartmouth,

NS 
Yves Fortier, CC, Montréal, QC
Joella Foulds, CM, Southside

Boularderie, NS 
Cyril B. Frank, CM, Calgary, AB
Ursula Franklin, CC, Toronto, ON
Margot Franssen, OC, Toronto,

ON 
Clarke Fraser, OC, Bear River, NS  
David Fraser, CM, Vancouver, BC  
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John A. Fraser, CM, Toronto, ON 
Louise Fréchette, OC, Montréal,

QC 
John Friesen, CM, Vancouver, BC* 
John Fryer, CM, Victoria, BC
Michael Fullan, OC, Toronto, ON 
Margaret Fulton, OC, Salt Spring

Island, BC*  
Kenneth Fyke, CM, Victoria, BC 

G
Etienne Gaboury, CM, Winnipeg,

MB 
Michel Gagné, CM, Edmundston,

NB  
Madeleine Gagnon, CM, Mon-

tréal, QC 
Jay Gajjar, CM, Mississauga, ON
Corinne Gallant, CM, Dieppe, NB
Lorette Gallant, CM, Dieppe, NB
Col. John Gardam, OC, Ottawa,

ON 
Marc Garneau, CC, Westmount,

QC 
Roland Gauvin, CM, Moncton, NB  
Patsy George, CM, Vancouver, BC 
Paul Gérin-Lajoie, CC, Montréal,

QC 
John W. Gerrard, OC, Saskatoon,

SK*
Maynard Gertler, CM, Montréal,

QC*
Alan Giachino, CM, Ottawa, ON 
Graeme Gibson, CM, Toronto, ON   
William Gibson, CM, Victoria, BC *
Mallory Gilbert, CM, Toronto, ON
Alastair Gillespie, OC, Toronto,

ON
Robert Gillham, CM, Guelph, ON 
Margie Gillis, CM, Montréal, QC 
Robert Giroux, CM, Gatineau, QC 
Susan Glass, CM, Winnipeg, MB 
Don Glendenning, CM, Charlot-

tetown, PE 
Robert Glossop, CM, Ottawa, ON   
Norman Goble, OC, Moncton, NB  
Charles Godfrey, CM, Toronto,

ON 
Dale Godsoe, CM, Halifax, NS
Ted Godwin, OC, Calgary, AB*
Phil Gold, CC, Montréal, QC 
Michael Goldbloom, CM, Sher-

brooke, QC 
Richard Goldbloom, OC, Halifax,

NS
Ruth Goldbloom, OC, Halifax,

NS* 
Sheila Goldbloom, CM, Montréal,

QC 

Victor Goldbloom, CC, Montréal,
QC 

Martin Goldfarb, OC, Toronto, ON 
Philip Gosling, CM, Guelph, ON 
Andrew Goussaert, CM, Win-

nipeg, MB
John R. Grace, OC, Vancouver, BC 
Sherrill Grace, OC, Vancouver, BC 
Anthony Graham, CM, Toronto,

ON  
Bernard Grandmaître, CM,

Ottawa, ON 
Charlotte Gray, CM, Ottawa, ON   
Jean Gray, CM, Halifax, NS  
John Gray, OC, Vancouver, BC  
Geoffrey Green, CM, Chelsea, QC 
Shirley Greenberg, CM, Ottawa,

ON
Albert Greer, CM, Orillia, ON 
Claude Grenier, CM, Chicoutimi

Nord, QC  
Stanley Grizzle, CM, Toronto, ON 
Phyllis Grosskurth, OC, Toronto,

ON 
Clarence Guenter, CM, Canmore,

AB  
Irene Grant Guerette, CM, Nou-

velle, QC 
Ramsay Gunton, CM, London,

ON

H
Chris Hadfield, OC, Toronto, ON 
Grete Hale, CM, Ottawa, ON
Douglas Hall, CM, Montréal, QC
Judith Hall, OC, Vancouver, BC
David Halliday, CM, Vancouver,

BC 
Francess Halpenny, CC, Toronto,

ON 
Wayne Hambly, CM, Charlotte-

town, PE 
Stuart Hamilton, CM, Toronto,

ON
Stephen Hanessian, OC, Mon-

tréal, QC 
Catherine Hankins, CM, Sutton,

QC 
Dana Hanson, CM, Fredericton,

NB 
Morley Hanson, CM, Chelsea, QC 
Michael Harcourt, OC, Vancou-

ver, BC 
Buzz Hargrove, OC, Mississauga,

ON
Richard Harington, OC, Gatineau,

QC  
Donald Harron, OC, Toronto, ON* 
Hanny Hassan, CM, London, ON  

M. Daria Haust, OC, Toronto, ON 
Brent Hawkes, CM, Toronto, ON 
Brian Haynes, OC, Hamilton, ON 
Linda Haynes, CM, Toronto, ON  
Raymond Heimbecker, OC,

Collingwood, ON*
Gerald Helleiner, OC, Toronto, ON
David Helwig, CM, Belfast, PE
Ydessa Hendeles, CM, Toronto,

ON
Lyman Henderson, CM, Wood-

bridge, ON*
Thomas Hendry, OC, Toronto,

ON*
Martha Lou Henley, CM, Vancou-

ver, BC 
Jacques Henripin, CM, Mount-

Royal, QC   
Martha Henry, CC, Stratford, ON 
Ben Heppner, CC, Toronto, ON  
Nancy Hermiston, OC, Vancou-

ver, BC 
Margaret Hess, OC, Calgary, AB
Jacques Hetu, OC, Saint-Hip-

polyte, QC*  
Angela Hewitt, OC, London, UK 
Meg Hickling, CM, Vancouver, BC
Tomson Highway, CM, Noelville,

ON
Charles Hill, CM, Ottawa, ON 
David Hill, CM, Ottawa, ON
Elizabeth Hillman, OC, St. John’s,

NL
Margaret Hilson, OC, Vancouver,

BC
John Hobday, CM, Senneville, QC  
Paul Hoffert, CM, Toronto, ON
Paul Hoffman, OC, Victoria, BC 
Peter Hogg, CC, Toronto, ON 
Antony Holland, CM, Gabriola

Island, BC
Greg Hollingshead, CM, Edmon-

ton, AB 
Walter Homburger, CM, Toronto,

ON 
Catherine Hooper, CM, Chateau-

guay, QC
Myer Horowitz, OC, Victoria, BC
Norman Horrocks, OC, Halifax,

NS* 
Valdy Horsdal, CM, Salt Spring

Island, BC 
Eric Hoskins, OC, Toronto, ON
Stuart Houston, OC, Saskatoon,

SK  
Thomas Hudson, OC, Toronto,

ON 
Stanley Hughes, CM, Ottawa, ON 
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Mel Hurtig, OC, Vancouver, BC
Vicky Husband, CM, Victoria, BC  
Helen Huston, OC, Edmonton,

AB  
Linda Hutcheon, OC, Toronto, ON 

I
Tony Ianzelo, CM, Mount Royal,

QC 
Elke Inkster, CM, Erin, ON
Tim Inkster, CM, Erin, ON 
Laurent Isabelle, CM, Ottawa, ON 
Daniel Ish, OC, Saskatoon, SK 
Richard M. Ivey, CC, Toronto, ON
Richard W. Ivey, CM, Toronto, ON 

J
Eric Jackman, CM, Toronto, ON 
Henry Jackman, OC, Toronto, ON 
Yves Jasmin, OC, Montréal, QC 
Tamara Jaworska, CM, Toronto,

ON  
Douglas Jay, CM, Mississauga,

ON 
Pierre Jeanniot, OC, Montréal, QC 
Jean-Paul Jeannotte, OC, Mon-

tréal, QC 
David Jenkins, OC, Toronto, ON
Kenneth Jenkins, CM, Ottawa,

ON  
Jon Jennekens, OC, Gloucester,

ON 
Eric Jerrett, CM, Bay Roberts, NL
Norman Jewison, CC, Toronto,

ON  
Aditya Jha, CM, Mississauga, ON 
Sven Johansson, CM, Victoria, BC 
Marcel Junius, OC, Québec, QC
Danielle Juteau, CM, Montréal,

QC 

K
Karen Kain, CC, Toronto, ON
Harold Kalant, CM, Toronto, ON 
Elsie Kawulych, CM, Vegreville,

AB
Cyril Kay, OC, Edmonton, AB   
Naïm Kattan, OC, Montréal, QC

and Paris, France
Terry Kelly, CM, Halifax, NS
Betty Kennedy, OC, Campbell-

ford, ON *
Garry Kennedy, CM, Halifax, NS
Jamie Kennedy, CM, Toronto, ON
Nuala Kenny, OC, Halifax, NS
Tom Kent, CC, Kingston, ON* 
Azhar Ali Khan, CM, Ottawa, ON  
Bruce Kidd, OC, Toronto, ON 
Thomas Kierans, OC, Toronto, ON 

James (Hamish) Kimmins, CM,
Denman Island, BC 

Bonnie Klein, OC, Vancouver, BC 
Susan Knight, CM, St. John’s, NL 
Joy Kogawa, CM, Toronto, ON  
Wanda Koop, CM, Winnipeg, MB  
Lucia Kowaluk, CM, Montréal, QC 
Kenneth Kramer, CM, North Van-

couver, BC 
Marcel Kretz, CM, Val David, QC 
Anton Kuerti, OC, Toronto, ON* 
Anita Kunz, OC, Toronto, ON 
Eva Kushner, OC, Toronto, ON   
Ernie Kuyt, CM, Edmonton, AB*

L
Jacques Lacombe, OC, Montréal,

QC
Donat Lacroix, OC, Caraquet, NB 
Jack Laidlaw, CM, Toronto, ON 
Zaheer Lakhani, CM, Edmonton,

AB  
Leslie Laking, CM, Dundas, ON* 
Roger Lalonde, CM, Calgary, AB*
Phyllis Lambert, CC, Montréal,

QC 
Arthur Lamothe, CM, Montréal,

QC 
Aldéa Landry, CP, Moncton, NB
Antoine Landry, CM, Caraquet,

NB
Edmond E. Landry, CM, Moncton,

NB 
Eva Landry, CM, St. Peter’s, NS
Robert Landry, CM, Ottawa, ON 
Michele Landsberg, OC, Toronto,

ON 
Elizabeth Lane, CM, Vancouver,

BC 
Patrick Lane, OC, North Saanich,

BC 
Laurier LaPierre, OC, Ottawa*
Philip Lapp, OC, Thornhill, ON
John Last, OC, Ottawa, ON
Dennice Leahey, CM, Pugwash,

NS  
John Leberg, CM, St. Mary’s, ON 
Diana Fowler LeBlanc, CC,

 Shediac, NB 
Raymond LeBlanc, CM, Halifax,

NS
Claude Le Bouthillier, CM,

 Caraquet, NB
Mary-Jo Leddy, CM, Toronto, ON 
Dennis Lee, OC, Toronto, ON  
James Leech, CM, Toronto, ON 
Viola Léger, OC, Moncton, NB 
Martin J. Légère, OC, Caraquet,

NB

David Leighton, OC, London, ON  
Robert Lepage, CC, Québec, QC
Marguerite Lescop, CM, 

Montréal, QC
Joseph Letendre, CM, Amos, QC 
Rita Letendre, OC, Toronto, ON  
Douglas Letson, CM, Waterloo,

ON 
Louise Lévesque, CM, Hudson,

QC
Jacques Lévesque, CM, St-

Robert, QC
Kari Polanyi Levitt, CM, Montréal,

QC
Stephen Lewis, CC, Toronto, ON 
Gérard Limoges, CM, West-

mount, QC  
Roy Lindseth, CM, Calgary, AB 
Leonard Lockhart, OC, Moncton,

NB 
Diane Loomer, CM, Vancouver,

BC*
Alexina Louie, OC, Toronto, ON 
Frederick Lowy, OC, Montréal,

QC
Jeffrey Lozon, CM, Ottawa, ON 
Bernie Lucht, CM, Toronto, ON  
Harry Lumsden, CM, Aurora, ON
Janet Lunn, CM, Ottawa, ON  
Manoly Lupul, CM, Calgary, AB 
Norman Lush, CM, St. John’s, NL 

M
Flora MacDonald, CC, Ottawa,

ON*
George F. MacDonald, CM, Cant-

ley, QC 
H. Ian Macdonald, OC, Toronto,

ON  
Roderick Macdonald, OC, West-

mount, QC 
Thelma MacDonald, CM, Souris,

PE
Joseph Macerollo, OC, Missis-

sauga, ON 
Roy MacGregor, OC, Kanata, ON 
Joe MacInnis, CM, Toronto, ON 
Julien MacKay, CM, Mascouche,

QC 
Ross MacKay, OC, Vancouver, BC*  
R. Peter MacKinnon, OC, Saska-

toon, SK 
Ronald MacLeod, OC, Surrey, BC 
Margaret MacMillan, OC, Oxford,

UK 
Leo MacNeil, CM, Sydney, NS
Teresa MacNeil, CM, St. Peter’s,

NS 
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Garfield Mahood, OC, Toronto,
ON 

Leon Major, CM, Washington, DC
Aidan Maloney, CM, St. John’s NL
Robert H. Marchessault, OC,

Montréal, QC
Richard Margolese, CM, Mon-

tréal, QC
Michael Marrus, CM, Toronto, ON  
Barry Marsden, CM, West Van-

couver, BC  
Lorna Marsden, CM, Toronto, ON 
William Marshall, CM, Toronto,

ON 
Patricia Martens, CM, Kleefeld,

MB 
Carol Martin, CM, Thomasburg,

ON
David Matas, OC, Winnipeg, MB 
John Matheson, OC, Kingston,

ON 
Ermanno Mauro, OC, Missas-

sauga, ON 
Arthur May, OC, St. John’s, NL
Elizabeth May, OC, Ottawa, ON
John McAvity, CM, Ottawa, ON 
Carolyn McAskie, OC, Wakefield,

QC 
Gordon McBean, CM, London ON  
Marnie McBean, OC, Toronto, ON 
James McCambly, CM, Ottawa,

ON 
Howard McCurdy, CM, Windsor,

ON 
Leslie McDonald, CM, North Van-

couver, BC 
Alexa McDonough, OC, Halifax,

NS 
Murray D. McEwen, CM, Acton,

ON 
Pearl McGonigal, CM, Winnipeg,

MB
Maurice McGregor, OC, Montreal,

QC  
Don McKay, OC, St. John’s, NL  
John McKellar, CM, Toronto, ON 
Murray McLauchlan, CM,

Toronto, ON 
Audrey McLaughlin, OC, White-

horse, YT 
Stuart McLean, OC, Toronto, ON
Gerald McMaster, OC, Toronto,

ON  
Robert McMurtry, CM, Picton, ON  
Roy McMurtry, OC, Toronto, ON 
Marilou McPhedran, CM, Win-

nipeg, MB 
Ian McWhinney, OC, London,

ON*

Jonathan Meakins, OC, Montréal,
QC

Howie Meeker, CM, Parksville, BC 
John Meisel, CC, Kingston, ON
Alexander Meisels, CM, Québec,

QC 
Pierre Meloche, OC, Val-Morin,

QC  
Heather Menzies, CM, Ottawa,

ON 
Roy Miki, CM, Vancouver, BC 
John Mighton, OC, Toronto, ON 
Mike Miller, OC, Calgary, AB
Brenda Milner, CC, Montréal, QC
Robert Moody, OC, Victoria, BC
Alvaro Morales, CM, Kingston,

ON  
Raymond Moriyama, CC,

Toronto, ON
Lawrence Morley, OC, Owen

Sound, ON
Diane Morrison, CM, Ottawa, ON
Avrum Morrow, CM, Montréal,

QC
Ann Mortimer, CM, Newmarket,

ON
Balfour Mount, OC, Montréal, QC 
Heather Munroe-Blum, OC, Mon-

tréal, QC 
Robert G. Gray Murray, OC, Lon-

don, ON
Robert George Murray, CM, West

Borough, Pennsylvania
T. Jock Murray, OC, Halifax, NS 
Helen Mussallem, CC, Ottawa,

ON*
Fraser Mustard, CC, Toronto, ON*

N
Hiroshi Nakamura, CM, Lasalle,

QC 
Roald Nasgaard, OC, Toronto, ON 
C. David Naylor, OC, Toronto, ON 
Lisa F. Nazar, OC, Waterloo, ON 
Pierre Nepveu, CM, Verdun, QC 
Alex Neve, OC, Ottawa, ON 
Andrina Newbery, CM, Simcoe,

ON*
Peter Newbery, CM, New Hazel-

ton, BC  
Hanna Newcombe, CM, Hamil-

ton, ON*
Peter Newman, CC, Richmond

Hill, ON 
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Annex C:  International Campaign (ICAN) backed by global leaders 

The International Campaign for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) is a growing
coalition in many countries which seeks to inspire, persuade and pressure govern-
ments to initiate negotiations for a treaty banning nuclear weapons. 

Before his recent death, Malcolm Fraser, former Prime Minister of Australia and an ICAN
supporter, wrote to us in Canada: “Inspired by … your appeal to the Prime Minister of
Canada to support a nuclear weapons convention, we initiated a similar appeal to the
Prime Minister of Australia in 2011 with the support of many prominent Australians.
More than 800 recipients of the Order of Australia—our country's highest civilian
 honour—called for the Australian government to join the international push for a
treaty banning nuclear weapons and to adopt a nuclear weapon free defence posture.

"The signatories included past Prime Ministers, Defence Ministers, Foreign Affairs
 Ministers, High Court Judges and Chiefs of the Armed Forces, as well as some of our
most celebrated authors, artists, scientists, sportspeople, businesspeople and media
personalities.” 

Unfortunately, neither of the two current prime ministers of Canada and Australia
 supports a nuclear ban or a nuclear weapons convention at the present time.

The International Campaign’s most recent action has supported the Humanitarian
Pledge [see Annex J]. Praise has come from many quarters, including the UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon: “I salute ICAN for working with such commitment and creativity.”
Hans Blix, the Dalai Lama and Bishop Tutu all expressed their support of ICAN. Martin
Sheen wrote: “If Gandhi and Martin Luther King were alive today they, too, would be
supporting ICAN.”  And so the struggle continues.
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Annex D:  6,857 Mayors for Peace set 2020 deadline for disarmament

When a city becomes a battleground, everything generations of mayors and citizens
have worked so hard to build is destroyed. When international stability is said to
depend on mutual assured destruction, the hostages—cities—are in grave danger. 

—Michael Moller 

As of August 1, 2015, 6,857 mayors in 161 countries and regions have set 2020 as a
deadline for achieving global nuclear disarmament. Mayors for Peace will work with
other civil society organizations “to commence negotiations and conclude a nuclear
weapons convention without further delay”.  “Special thanks must go to the City of
Montreal. Following the recent appeals for financial assistance, Montreal responded
with an outstanding donation of 11,500 euros to the 2020 Vision Campaign!” Lesser
amounts were received from cities in Germany, Belgium and Italy.

The means for strengthening this initiative will be, first, by circulating a giant petition,
one already with 2,191,000 signatures.

Mayors for Peace is now an international organization of cities dedicated to the pro-
motion of peace. It was established in 1982 on the initiative of Mayor Takeshi Araki of
Hiroshima, where its Secretariat office is based. Contact: 1-5, Nakajima cho, Naka-ku,
Hiroshima 730.0811; Tel. +81.82.242.7821; mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp.

Here is a brief report from three leaders from the Secretariat of Dutch Mayors for
Peace—Dr. Herman Spanjaard, Mr. Berts Sweerts and Mr. Hans van Iterson—describing
how they recruit new members. It is a simple strategy they recommend to other cities:

“In 2014 (three of us) raised the numbers in Dutch Mayors for Peace to 125 members.
In total there are 393 Dutch communities (in the country) so about one third are now
members. The background of our success, since 2013, is that five dedicated Mayors for
Peace—members of different political colours, signed letters mailed to all the Dutch
mayors asking them to join Mayors for Peace. This is a strategy that really works: may-
ors persuading their colleagues. It's not that hard; in every country you can find some
of these dedicated Mayors for Peace. We send out the letters and register the new
members with a copy to the Hiroshima office. Furthermore we made a translation into
Dutch of 'The Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki—The 5000-Member Mile-
stone Exhibition'…. 

“We hope that this discussion will result in the prohibition of nuclear arms in our coun-
try. Dutch Mayors for Peace have an important role to play in getting as many citizens
as possible to sign up. So far, 23,000 signatures on the Petition have been collected.”
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Annex E:  Pope Francis and interfaith leaders call for nuclear abolition

On December 29, 2014 in the Edmonton Journal, Douglas Roche OC wrote: “Pope
 Francis, who has already broken new ground in his outreach to a suffering humanity,
has put the weight of the Catholic Church behind a new humanitarian movement to
rid the world of nuclear weapons.

“The Pope sent a message to the recent conference in Vienna, attended by more than
150 governments, to advance public understanding of what is now called the ‘cata-
strophic humanitarian consequences of any use of the 16,300 nuclear weapons pos-
sessed by nine countries.’

“In his message, Pope Francis stripped away any lingering moral acceptance of the mil-
itary doctrine of nuclear deterrence. ‘Nuclear deterrence and the threat of mutually
assured destruction can never be the basis of fraternity and peaceful co-existence’, he
said. He called for a world-wide dialogue, including both nuclear and non-nuclear
states and the burgeoning organizations that make up civil society, ‘to ensure that all
nuclear weapons are banned, once and for all, to the benefit of our common home’.”

May 4, 2015, New York: Five months later, at the UN, representatives of some 50 Chris-
tian, Buddhist, Muslim and Jewish organizations called on 191 governments to ban
nuclear weapons. The call, co-sponsored by the World Council of Churches, was made
during civil society presentations to the NPT Review Conference in New York City. “We
raise our voices in the name of the shared values of humanity. We reject the immorality
of holding whole populations hostage”, says the statement delivered at the United
Nations by Dr. Emily Welty, vice-moderator of the WCC Commission of the Churches on
International Affairs. “There is no countervailing imperative that justifies the continued
existence (of nuclear weapons), much less their use”, Welty said.
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Annex F:  Landmine and cluster munition treaties show the way

Paul Hannon, Executive Director of Mines Action Canada, www.minesaction
canada.org , reported significant progress earlier this year in the treaties banning both
landmines and cluster bombs:

Mine Ban Treaty 

Often referred to as the Ottawa Convention or the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT), the treaty
was signed on 3 December 1997 in Ottawa, and became international law on 1 March
1999. The Treaty bans the production, use, transfer or stockpiling of antipersonnel
landmines and requires affected countries to clear contaminated land within 10 years.
The 1997 Mine Ban Treaty remains one of the great success stories in disarmament, as
demonstrated by its impressive implementation and the widespread adherence to the
norm it is establishing against antipersonnel landmines.

It is based upon a few straightforward concepts: civilians should not be killed or
maimed by weapons that strike blindly and senselessly, either during or after conflicts;
wars should end when the fighting stops; post-conflict communities should be free to
rebuild without risking lives and livelihoods to do so. It is the first disarmament treaty
to include provisions to assist victims of a weapon.

As of March 2015 there were 162 states which are legally bound by the Ottawa Treaty.
Only 35 countries remain outside the treaty. In 2014 the US banned landmine use
everywhere except in Korea and stated its intention to eventually join the Treaty.  

Since the Treaty was signed States Parties have destroyed more than 48 million stock-
piled mines with 88 countries completing the destruction of these stockpiles. Another
65 said they never possessed any landmine stockpiles to destroy. 

A total of 28 countries previously contaminated by landmines have declared that they
are now landmine-free, after clearance efforts to meet their treaty obligations. Over
the past five years, clearance operations have resulted in the clearance of approxi-
mately 973 square kilometers of mined area and the destruction of more than 1.48 mil-
lion antipersonnel mines and 107,000 anti-vehicle mines.  Recently in March of 2015,
the Government of Colombia and the rebel group FARC agreed on a mine clearance
deal. The International Campaign to Ban Landmines believes that almost all contami-
nated countries can clear their affected land by 2025.

While the MBT has succeeded in drastically reducing the worldwide use, production
and transfer of anti-personnel mines, the most important achievement of this treaty
has been to reduce the number of new victims to landmines. In 2013, recorded casual-
ties caused by mines, victim-activated improvised explosive devices, cluster munition
remnants and other explosive remnants of war (ERW) decreased to the lowest level
since 1999.
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Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM)

The Convention on Cluster Munitions is an international treaty that prohibits the pro-
duction, transfer, use and stockpile of cluster bombs. This convention was opened for
signature on 3 December 2008 and became international law in August of 2010. As of
28 February 2015, 116 states had joined the treaty. It is largely modeled on the land-
mines treaty, but cluster munitions or cluster bombs as they are sometimes called, are
more lethal weapons.  The obligations towards victims or survivors of cluster munition
explosions are groundbreaking and more extensive than in the landmines treaty. 

Since the treaty was opened for signatures 18 former producers of the weapon have
renounced further production; clearance of cluster munition contamination has been
completed in nine countries and is progressing in other affected ones. Twenty-four
countries have destroyed their stockpiles of cluster munitions, including the UK, which
destroyed a massive stockpile of 38.7 million submunitions five years ahead of its man-
dated deadline. Denmark also destroyed its stockpile four years early. To date, 80% of
declared stockpiles of cluster munitions have now been destroyed by states that have
joined the treaty. Twenty-two States Parties (those states legally bound by the treaty)
have destroyed 1.16 million cluster munitions and nearly 140 million submunitions. 

While the CCM is relatively young it is proving to be a life-saving treaty. The Cluster
Munition Coalition believes that all affected states can meet both their clearance and
stockpile obligations within the treaty-mandated time limits.  
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Annex G:  Modernizing nuclear weapons is severely damaging 
our climate 

In the May 22, 2015 issue of the Arms Control Association, Washington, DC, the three
major nuclear armed countries reveal their plans for modernization: Moscow and Wash-
ington are pursuing costly nuclear modernization programs that would maintain force
levels that greatly exceed their nuclear deterrence requirements. Moscow is designing a
new, heavy intercontinental ballistic missile that could carry up to 10 warheads. Earlier
this month, we reported that the United States is seeking 1,000–1,100 new, nuclear
capable air-launched cruise missiles, part of a larger nuclear sustainment plan that
could cost $1 trillion over the next three decades. China is continuing to modernize and
expand its nuclear forces. The Department of Defense announced this month China had
begun to deploy multiple warheads on its intercontinental ballistic missiles.

From the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists: “Between 2014 and 2023, the United States
expects to spend $355 billion to modernize its nuclear arsenal. In subsequent decades,
even higher expenditures are envisioned.” But Washington is far from alone in modern-
izing its nuclear weapons. According to researchers from the Federation of American
Scientists, “all the nuclear-armed states have ambitious nuclear weapon modernization
programs … that appear intended to prolong the nuclear era indefinitely.” 

“Disarmament advocates believe such modernizations are fundamentally at odds with
the goal of eliminating nuclear weapons—while weapon states argue that, as long as
nuclear weapons exist, arsenals must be modernized in order to keep them safe,
secure, and effective. In a world where complete disarmament is nearly every nation’s
stated goal but disarmament seems by no means imminent, how should nuclear-
armed countries approach the maintenance and modernization of their arsenals?”

This book holds the view expressed by the Bulletin itself as recently as a few months
ago that it is indeed three minutes to midnight [see Annex K below], precisely because
humanity faces environmental collapse and increased danger of nuclear war. If this be
true, then the abolition of nuclear weapons becomes imperative. Research titled The
Impact of Militarism on the Environment, by Abeer Majeed, was carried out in 2004 for
Physicians for Global Survival [see reference section at end of the book]. This research
reveals that the modernization of American nuclear weapons is planned to continue
for the next 20-25 years. Russia, too, is following suit, as most likely are the other seven
nuclear weapon states according to their available resources.

Three factors are examined by the Physicians for Global Survival research referred to
above: land and water use; energy and fuel resources; and arms production, storage
and disposal.  A 1984 estimate placed global direct military land use as up to 1% of
total worldwide use, an area larger than the combined surface area of France and the
UK [Biswas 2000]. Much more land will be used in the modernizing process by arms
producing enterprises, including for nuclear weapons. Kazakhstan, for instance,
reserves more land for military use than for wheat production.
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The US Navy is known to operate over 765,000 square nautical miles of designated sea
ranges. Its military use of the sonar system known as Surveillance Towed Array Sensor
System Low Frequency potentially can cover 80% of the planet’s oceans by broadcast-
ing from only four countries.  And despite the UN’s Outer Space Treaty calling nations
to use space for peacekeeping, the US 1996 Vision for 2020 reports plans to use space
for offensive weaponization.

Energy, Fuel & Mineral Resources: The world’s militaries depend on petroleum prod-
ucts for nearly 75% of their energy use, and consume about 25% of all global jet fuel
[Renner]. The Pentagon is considered the single largest domestic consumer of oil and
possibly the world’s largest [Miller and Ostling 1992]. The Pentagon uses enough
energy in a year to run the entire US Urban Transit System for 14 years. It also con-
sumes far more than its share of minerals. The military’s estimated use of copper glob-
ally is 11%; of iron 9%; and of lead 8% [Renner].

Arms production, storage, disposal, maintenance, transportation and disassembly of
weapons systems and equipment generate vast quantities of toxic materials. Military
secrecy prevents quantification of military-related hazardous waste to overall environ-
mental pollution. Yet we know that military bases and facilities produce very signifi-
cant sources of contamination. The Pentagon alone generates half a billion tons of
toxic waste a year, more than the top five chemical companies combined [Donohoe
2003].

Majeed concluded that military activities during both wars and (ironically) peacetime
have had extensive adverse effects on the environment up to the present time. It is not
hard to conclude, then, what continued modernization actions and expenditures will
do to this world of ours, a world with finite resources, a still growing global population,
major conflicts and enmities in Europe, the Middle East, South and Northeastern Asia,
and ever more deadly weapons of mass destruction.
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Annex H:  International physicians press for global ban on plutonium

Nuclear weapons have had a major negative impact on the health of citizens, past and
present. International Physicians to Prevent Nuclear War (IPPNW) has made recom-
mendations which are consistent with the conclusions of this book. Here are six of
them:

1.  End secrecy surrounding all nuclear weapons issues related to health and environ-
mental protection.

2.  Stop production of all weapons-usable fissile materials. The world has an immense
surplus of plutonium and highly enriched uranium, both civilian and military. Nonpro-
liferation and disarmament goals reinforce this recommendation. Treat plutonium as a
hazardous waste, rather than as a resource. Plutonium should be treated as a waste
material never again to be used. Transportation of plutonium should be limited to
that needed to store warheads, dismantle them, or process plutonium as a waste.

3.  Pay special attention and compensation to non-nuclear weapons states or territo-
ries that are suffering adverse consequences. Many test sites, for instance, are in
areas belonging traditionally to tribal people or oppressed minorities. It is essential
to redress the manifest injustice of the pollution.

4.  Fully involve the public in cleanup and waste management decisions. The past his-
tory of neglect is tied to a history of secrecy. The public should fully participate in
remediation and waste management in the community.

5.  Establish radiation standards that protect public health even in the face of uncer-
tainty. It is especially important with the long half-lives of plutonium-239, thorium-
230 and other highly carcinogenic materials.

6.  Re-examine the concept of nuclear deterrence in view of its role in the health and
environmental damage that has been caused in the name of national security, and
in view of its effect of promoting nuclear ambitions and arsenals. 
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Annex I:  Nuclear tests at Moruroa far deadlier than previously 
admitted

As reported by New Zealand journalist Michael Field in 2013 … newly declassified French
military documents have revealed that nuclear tests at Moruroa in the French Pacific
were far deadlier than has previously been admitted, with plutonium fallout at much
higher levels and over wider areas.  The documents cover the 46 nuclear atmospheric
tests conducted at Moruroa and Fangataufa atolls between 1966 and 1974.

A New Zealand Labour Government in 1973 sent two warships, HMNZS Canterbury and
HMNZS Otago to monitor the tests. These new documents reveal there were much
higher levels of radiation than previously reported. There were 140 more incidents of
nuclear fallout above the 209 incidents already known. Tahiti, a region of almost
200,000 people, was hit 37 times by fallout.

The documents also show that the explosions have left a residual mass of about 500
kilograms of plutonium-239, which has a toxic life span of more than 24,000 years. In
January 2015 the French Overseas Territory Minister released the documents to a
French Polynesian official, Roland Oldham, who in turn released them, and were then
picked up by the Tahiti Information website.

Another disturbing part of this story was the scuttling in Auckland harbor, in 1985, by
French operatives, of the Greenpeace Rainbow Warrior, involving the death of its pho-
tographer. The ship was on its way with a flotilla of smaller boats to Moruroa to protest
a planned French nuclear test. France initially denied responsibility but two French
agents were captured and charged with arson and murder. The agents pleaded guilty
to manslaughter and were sentenced to 10 years, but later it was reduced to two years,
in breach of the treaty obligation. The scandal resulted in the resignation of the French
Defence Minister. But the agents, after their release, were honoured and promoted. 

An even more disturbing event was taking place involving the Greenpeace ship Vega,
skippered by David McTaggart, who had sailed it close to the Moruroa testing grounds.
He noticed a large ship painted white with an antenna above her funnel and a large
radar dish up front. He then discovered it was American—the Victory ship Wheeling.
“This was my initiation into the complex world of nuclear intrigue”, said McTaggart. “As
a signatory to the Limited Nuclear Test Ban treaty, the United States had agreed not to
be involved in atmospheric tests. Yet here was an American instrumentation ship, well
within the French cordon, obviously with the approval of the French authorities. We
had stumbled across proof that American and French officials were coordinating their
activities so that the US could collect data from atmospheric tests that it had promised
not to conduct itself.” [Rainbow Warrior, 1986, p. 88]
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Annex J:  108 states take humanitarian pledge to abolish 
nuclear weapons

May 26, 2015, by Emily Welty and Jonathan Frerichs:  

Four weeks of negotiations on nuclear weapons came to a close on May 22, 2015 as
the Review Conference of the Nuclear NPT ended without a formal agreement. Despite
the outcome, a bright new prospect … has emerged in the form of a Humanitarian
Pledge, now endorsed by 108 states, which promises to fill the legal gap for the prohi-
bition and elimination of nuclear weapons. Members of the International Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), including the World Council of Churches and some of
its member churches, are promoting the pledge in every region of the world. Here is
the action part of the pledge: 

The Humanitarian Pledge

“Affirming that it is in the interest of the very survival of humanity that nuclear
weapons are never used again, under any circumstances, and 

“Reiterating the crucial role that international organisations, relevant UN entities, the
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, elected representatives, academia and civil
society play for advancing the shared objective of a nuclear weapon free world…., 

“We regard it as our responsibility and consequently pledge to present the facts-based
discussions, findings and compelling evidence of the Vienna Conference, which builds
upon the previous conferences in Oslo and Nayarit, to all relevant fora, in particular the
NPT Review Conference 2015 and in the UN framework. They should be at the centre of
all deliberations, obligations and commitments with regard to nuclear disarmament; 

“We pledge to follow the imperative of human security for all and to promote the pro-
tection of civilians against risks stemming from nuclear weapons; 

“We call on all states parties to the NPT to renew their commitment to the urgent and full
implementation of existing obligations under Article VI, and to this end, to identify and
pursue effective measures to fill the legal gap for the prohibition and elimination of
nuclear weapons, and we pledge to cooperate with all stakeholders to achieve this goal. 

“We call on all nuclear-weapons-possessor states to take concrete interim measures to
reduce the risk of nuclear weapon detonations, including reducing the operational sta-
tus of nuclear weapons and moving nuclear weapons away from deployment into
storage, diminishing the role of nuclear weapons in military doctrines and rapid reduc-
tions of all types of nuclear weapons;

“And we pledge to cooperate with all relevant stakeholders, States, international
organizations, the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movements, parliamen-
tarians and civil society, in efforts to stigmatize, prohibit and eliminate nuclear
weapons in light of their unacceptable humanitarian consequences.”
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Annex K:  Modernizing the B-61 nuclear bomb increases the risk of
nuclear war

8 October 2015, Xanthe Hall, International Disarmament Campaigner for IPPNW:     

You have to keep threatening to use nuclear weapons to make nuclear deterrence
work. Last week Germany woke up to the fact that new US nuclear weapons are actu-
ally going to be deployed at its base in Büchel. The runway is being improved, perime-
ter fences strengthened, new maintenance trucks arriving and the Tornado delivery
aircraft will get new software.

It is a little known fact that Germany (and four other European countries) host nuclear
weapons as part of NATO “nuclear sharing”. This means that in a nuclear attack the US
can load its bombs onto German (or Belgian, Italian, Turkish and Dutch) aircraft and
the pilots of those countries will drop them on an enemy target. This arrangement pre-
dates the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which explicitly disallows any transfer of
nuclear weapons from a nuclear weapon state to a non-nuclear weapon state, thus
undermining the spirit of the treaty.

This new nuclear bomb—the B61-12—is intended to replace all its older versions and be
able to destroy more targets than previous models. It is touted by the nuclear laborato-
ries as an “all-in-one” bomb, a “smart” bomb, that does not simply get tossed out of an air-
craft, but can be guided and hit its target with great precision using exactly the right
amount of explosive strength to only destroy what needs to be destroyed. Sound good?

Not to us—a guided nuclear bomb with mini-nuke capability could well lower the
threshold for use. And the use of any kind of nuclear weapon would lead to the use of
more nuclear weapons—this we know from the policies and planning of all nuclear
weapon states. It has already been well established by three evidence-based confer-
ences in recent years on the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons that any use of
nuclear weapons would have catastrophic humanitarian consequences.

This new “magic bomb” is not yet with us. It is still being developed and is planned to
be deployed in five years time, if there are no more delays. The development of the
B61-12 is a full redesign not just an update—has fortunately taken longer than
intended, giving us more time to convince European leaders what a bad idea it is to
deploy new nuclear weapons in Europe.

The current confrontation between NATO and Russia needs de-escalation, not rearma-
ment. Sending a signal to Russia that NATO is modernising its European infrastructure
and deploying new high-tech bombs is bound to elicit a reaction. Even as we write,
reports are coming in that Russia will respond by withdrawing from the INF-Treaty,
basing SS-26/Iskander missiles in Kaliningrad and targeting Germany with nuclear
weapons.

And what will be the NATO response to all of those threats? When will this escalation
become hysteria and the first ‘shot across the bows’ start a nuclear war? Nuclear deter-
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rence is the archetypal security dilemma.  You have to keep threatening to use nuclear
weapons to make it work.  And the more you threaten, the more likely it is that they
will be used.  This is the moment where nuclear weapon-free countries need to call out
for a ban on nuclear weapons to stop this madness.  It is also the right time for nuclear
co-dependents, like Germany, to make up its mind to give its nuclear dependency up.
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Annex L:  Three minutes to midnight: Is it the final warning?

Taken from an article by Dr. Robert Dodge, MD, in The Hill, January 28, 2015:    

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists announced recently its latest Doomsday Clock
 position, moving the symbolic minute hand ahead to three minutes to midnight. The
clock represents the countdown to zero in minutes to nuclear apocalypse …This
 significant move of two minutes is the 18th time since its inception in 1947 that the
time has been changed. The last time the clock was at 3 minutes to midnight was
1983, when “U.S. Soviet relations were at their iciest,” according to the Bulletin, and we
had two nuclear near misses that we know of. 

In moving the hand to 3 minutes to midnight, Kennette Benedict, the past executive
director of the Bulletin, commented: “Today, unchecked climate change and a nuclear
arms race resulting from modernization of huge arsenals pose extraordinary and
undeniable threats to the continued existence of humanity. And world leaders have
failed to act with the speed or on the scale required to protect citizens from the poten-
tial catastrophe. These failures of leadership endanger every person on Earth....”the
probability of global catastrophe is very high”...”the choice is ours and the clock is tick-
ing”...”we feel the need to warn the world”... “the decision was based on a very strong
feeling of urgency”.  She spoke of the dangers of both nuclear weapons and climate
change saying, “they are both very difficult and we are ignoring them”, and empha-
sized “this is about doomsday, this is about the end of civilization as we know it.” 

The decision to move the minute hand is made by the Bulletin’s Board of Directors in
consultation with its Board of Sponsors, which includes 17 Nobel Laureates… What is
clear is that the time to ban nuclear weapons is now. Thursday’s announcement by
the Bulletin further corroborates the dangers confirmed by recent climate science.
These studies identify the much greater dangers posed by even a small regional
nuclear war using just 100 Hiroshima size bombs out of the 16,300 weapons in today’s
global stockpiles. The ensuing dramatic changes and famine that would follow
threaten the lives of 2 billion on the planet with effects that would last beyond 10
years. There is no escaping the global impact of such a small regional war.  As physi-
cians we recognize there is no adequate medical or public health response to an attack
on one of our cities by even the smallest nuclear device. Every aspect and facet of our
society would be overwhelmed by a nuclear attack. Ultimately the resultant dead at
ground zero would be the lucky ones.  

Probability theorists have long calculated the dismal odds that the chance for a
nuclear event, either by plan or design, is not in our favour.  Recent documents
obtained through the Freedom of Information Act detail over 1,000 mishaps that have
happened in our nuclear arsenals. There were 44 nations of the world participating in
the recent ‘Humanitarian Impacts of Nuclear Weapons’ conference in Vienna. The peo-
ple are making their voices heard and demanding a change of course from the status
quo. It is only a matter of time before those who are unaware, or choose to ignore the
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consequences of nuclear weapons and climate change, will see and feel the effects
themselves. At that point the time may be too late. The threat of nuclear weapons and
climate change unites us even as it threatens our very existence. This reality can also
be remembered in the words of Martin Luther King when he said, “We must all learn to
live together as brothers or perish together as fools.”   The time for action is now.

Robert Dodge is a family physician practicing full time in Ventura, California. He serves on
the boards of Physicians for Social Responsibility, Los Angeles branch  [www.psr-la.org],
and PSR National  [www.psr.org].  He also serves on the board of the Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation [www.wagingpeace.org] and Citizens for Peaceful  Resolutions 
[www.c-p-r.net].
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he genesis for Minutes to Midnight arose from the action of 100 Nobel Laureates who 
marked the 100th anniversary of the Nobel Prize in 2001 with a newspaper advertisement
warning that the security of the world hangs on environmental and social reform.  A com-

mittee, formed to promote this statement through prominent Canadians, 
gained the support of 158 Order of Canada recipients. 

I strongly approve. These are the issues of our times on which we are at the
 moment in a reverse process of alarming force. So proceed relentlessly! It is an 

honour indeed to be associated with such a distinguished effort. 
—John Kenneth Galbraith OC, 

Canadian economist and adviser to four US presidents

n 2008, the UN Secretary-General provided new momentum to the initiative by proposing a 
five-point program to achieve nuclear disarmament. An informal network was initiated called
Canadians for a Nuclear Weapons Convention, consisting of officers, members and  companions 

of the Order of Canada. As of August 2015, there were 839 endorsers of the need for 
international negotiations to achieve a verifiable treaty on the prohibition and 

elimination of nuclear weapons. In their own words:

En effet, il ne s’agit pas seulement d’en diminuer les stocks, mais d’éliminer 
complètement ses engins de mort. 

—Corinne Gallant CM, Professor emerita and women’s rights advocate

Recent events in the Ukraine and the unpredictability of Vladimir Putin are such
that the issue of [having] a nuclear weapons convention is more important 

than at any time since the Cold War.
—Balfour Mount OC, Oncologist and specialist in palliative medicine

Je suis absolument d’accord car nous n’avons aucune planète de rechange. 
—Claude Le Bouthillier CM, Novelist and poet

…without such a Treaty our beloved world will continue to lurch from one crisis 
to another, as in Syria, the Middle East and now the Ukraine... 

So, let us begin this process now.
—Margaret Hilson OC, Recipient of the World Federation of Public Health

Associations’ Lifetime Achievement Award

Murray Thomson OC, a life-long peace
 activist who helped spearhead CNWC,
began building the book that became

Minutes to Midnight around the stories of
his fellow Order of Canada recipients, 

their contributions to Canadian society
and their shared belief in the urgent 

need for immediate  action around 
nuclear  disarmament.  

MINUTES TO
Midnight

Whymore than 800Orderof Canada recipients
call for Nuclear Disarmament


